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TO THE HOUSE OF GOD ON CHRISTMAS MORNING 


PHILADELPHIA, DECEMBER 13, 1928 


2 REFORMED 


HOOD HAPPENINGS 


The ‘‘happenings’’ at Hood during No- 
vember have been more than usually in- 
teresting. The debate with the British 
University debaters on Noy. 2 has already 
been ' The decision of the 
audience was largely in favor of the visit- 
ing debaters nearly every one tre- 
garded the verdict as fair, though there 
was a considerable minority who voted the 
palm of victory to Hood’s debating team. 
The visiting young women were charmed 


referred to. 


and 


with their reception and entertainment 
while at Hood and voiced themselves 
very strongly after leaving, Armistice 


Day was unusually impressive this year. 
Chaplain Reuben A. Shrum, of the U. 5.5. 
Mayflower, brought a very appropriate mes- 
sage and enlarged his place in the affee- 
tions of his Hood friends as an annual 
speaker on Armistice Day. Owing to indis- 
position it was necessary to postpone the 
address of U. 8. Senator Millard Tydings 
on the following day and to defer this to 
a later occasion, One of the outstanding 
events of the year was the ‘‘Dream Pie- 
tures’? of Branson De Cou on the ‘‘ Won- 
derlands of Europe,’’ accompanied by ap- 
propriate music on the Ampico. -Mr. De 
Cou so charmed his audience that he also 


has been enlisted for annual return to 
Hood. Recent speakers at Chapel ser- 
vices have been Mrs. Prince, of Boston, 


and Professor H, S. Jennings,-of Johns 
Hopkins University. 

The Marionettes gave one of their de- 
lightful plays on the evening of Nov. 17 
to a erowded Chapel. On Novy. 23 Hood 
was favored with a recital by Mlle. Rosa- 
linda Morini who, having given a recital 
at the Peabody Conservatory in the after- 
noon, came to Hood for an evening con- 
cert. She is well deseribed by the weekly 
columnist of the ‘‘ Frederick .News,’’ who 
signs ‘herself ‘‘Mary Esther’’: ‘One of 
the outstanding events of the week was 
the coming of Rosalinda Morini, colora- 
tura soprano of the Metropolitan Opera 
Company, enthusiastically reeeived at 
Hood College last night, when she delight- 
ed her audience with an interesting pro- 
gram of numbers from the repertoire of 
several nations, to say nothing of her 


charming personality and gracious manner, 
The community has been especially fortu- 
nate this season in having so many worth- 
while’ offerings at Hood College, particu- 
larly so early in the winter; and according 
to the program for the year, others are to 
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follow! College towns do have more op- 
portunities for hearing and seeing splendid 
entertainers and entertainments; so there 
is another reason for one’s wanting always 
to live in Frederick, you see!?? _ 


Receptions are given annually to the 
faculty and members of the Board of Di- 
rectors by President and Mrs. Apple, but 
that of Novy. 24 was of unusual interest in 
that it commemorated the 30th anniversary 
of their marriage. A buffet dinner was 
served and music furnished during the 
evening by Misses Emma May and Betty 
Gabel on harp and flute. The host and 
hostess were taken by surprise during the 
evening when Dr, Bishop stepped forward 
and speaking for the faculty presented 
them with six golden eagles in token of 
the occasion. They were also presented 
with a beautiful basket of roses from the 
student body. President and Mrs. Apple 
felt somewhat overwhelmed with this ex- 
pression of affection and by the many con- 
gratulations that have since come verbally 
and by mail, 


The Thanksgiving vacation, extending 
from Wednesday noon to Sunday evening, 
found a small group of students remaining, 
while most of their associates returned 
home or visited with other students. A 
number of the members of the faculty at- 
tended conventions and meetings of asso- 
ciations during that time. Several were in 
attendance at the Association of Colleges 
and Preparatory Schools of the Middle 
States and Maryland at Atlantie City. 
Others were in attendance at the Mary- 
land State Teachers’ Association held in 
Baltimore. President Apple attended and 
presided over the Library Conference held 
by the Maryland Public Library Commis- 
sion. of which he has been president for a 
great many years. The Thanksgiving din- 
ner at Hood was one of Mrs. Carson’s best 
and was given just a bit of a southern 
touch by the singing of negro spirituals by 
a group of the cooks and helpers from the 
kitchen. These were genuine spirituals 
sung by negroes as only they can sing 
them. 


Hockey continues to grow in favor at 
Hood and was not ended this year by the 
noted Blue and Grey game, but will be 
concluded in the game with the Mt. Wash- 
ington Club on the morning of Dec. 8. This 
club has never been defeated except by 
Hood 2 years ago. They defeated Hood on 
their home grounds earlier in the year and 
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the local team is determined to even the 
score at the coming game. 

Invitations are out for an Observatory 
Party given by Miss Allen at the Williams 
Observatory on Dee. 15. An observatory 
class of citizens is being conducted weekly 
and there is growing interest and enthus- 
iasm in the study of astronomy, The ‘‘Y?? 
Hut has extended invitations to a shower 
in the interest of needed additional equip- 
ment for the building. Plans are in pro- 
gress for the annual Christmas luncheons 
for the various Hood ‘Clubs. President 
Apple will quite probably attend the meet- 
ings at Harrisburg, Pittsburgh, and AlI- 
toona, while Miss Myton, the Alumnae 
Secretary, will visit Reading, Pittsburgh, 
and possibly other clubs. The New York 
Club will probably have Miss Bertha Me- 
Call, the President of the Alumnae Associa-: 
tion, as a guest. The meeting of the Phila- 
delphia Club will. be in the nature of a. 
danee and card party. The Palestrina 
Club, the musical club of the college, re- 
cently held a delightful dinner at the Way-_ 
side Inn following which remarks were 
made by Professor Wade on the psychology . 
of music. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. C. H. Kehm, Supt. 


Christmas Envelopes 

The office is completing the packing and 
mailing of the Bethany Christmas envel- 
opes. By the time you read this letter the ~ 
packages of envelopes should be in the 
hands of every pastor or, if the congrega- 
tion has no pastor at this time, they should 
have been received by either the Sunday 
School superintendent or one of the elders. 
Every year thousands of these envelopes 
are printed and distributed among the 
members and friends of Bethany. In faet 
we send to each congregation sufficient 
number of envelopes so that every member 
may have one in order that each one mem- 
ber of Eastern Synod may share in the 
work of the Kingdom of God in so far as it 
pertains in caring for the orphans of our 
Church. When we delivered our first ship- 
ment of addressed packages of envelopes 
to the post office today the postmaster 
looked at this first consignment and said: 
‘«Hach envelope should at least bring you 
a return of one dollar.’’ y 

Strange to say that on the same day a 
stranger in the office requested an envelope 


(Continued on page 26) 


Near East Relief orphans — 


send greetings to their 


friends in America, with 


gratitude for all you have 


done for them. 


DECEMBER 13, 1928. REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 3 


VOL. CII, NO. 3 PHILADELPHIA, PA., DECEMBER 13, 1928 Whole Number 5095 


The Publication and Sunday School 

Published every Thursday at Board of the Reformed Church in the 

: ie one chee United States, The Rev. C. Clever, D. D., 

The Schaff Building, Fif- President; The Rey. C. F. Kriete, D. D., 
teenth and Race Streets, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


Vice-Pres.; The Rev. Paul J. Dundore, 
Ph. D., Recording Sec'y.; Prof. C. O. 
ABENKEY ~~ Althouse, Treasurer; The Rev. Paul 8S. 


Leinbach, D, D., Executive Secretary. 


(FOUNDED IN 1827) 


TRSCR oy TQ. Ae : = “2 + 7% : : : : 
SUBSCRIPTIONS: Per year in advance, $2.50; Single Copy, 6 cents. In accordance with the almost universal wish of our subscribers, papers 


are sent until there is a special order for discontinuance. Remittances are acknowledged by latest date following the subscriber's name on 
the wrapper; but receipts will be returned by letter when a stamp is enclosed for that purpose. All mail should be addressed to 
Schaff Puilding, 15th and Race Streets, Philadelphia, Pa.; articles for publication in care of the Editor: subscriptions and other businesa 
correspondence in care of the Business Department, Reformed Church Messenger. Checks in payment of subscriptions should be made payable 


to the REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. 


The Rey. Paut Sererr LeEtNBACH, D. D., Litt. D., Editor-in-Chief 


The Rey. A. S. Bromer, Associate Editor and Business 


The Rev. THEO. F. HERMAN, D. D. 
The Rev. CHARLES E. SCHAEFFER, D. D. 
Mrs. H. W. Etson 


Departmental 
Editors: 


Secretary 
Business Department 

GEORGE W. WAIDNER, Circulation Manager 
Miss L. M. Harris, Office Subscription Manager 


The MESSENGER welcomes all news of the Reformed Church and all ideas and suggestions helpful to Christian life and service, from 


Pastors, Stated Clerks of Classes, members of Consistories, officers of Church Societies or other responsible contributors. 


the writer is required in all cases. 
ADVERTISING RATE: Twelve cents per Agate Line each Insertion. 
Netices, set solid, double the price of display per counted line. 
Address all communications about advertising to 


Entered at the Postoffice at Philadelphia. Pa., as second-class 


The signature o@ 


The MESSENGER does not assume responsibility for the views expressed in contri»uted articles. 
$1.68 ._per Inch each Insertion. 
Reading Notices, leaded, 
THE RELIGIOUS PRESS ASSOCIATION, 3825 North Thirteenth Street, 
All other communications should be addressed to FIFTBHBENTH AND RACE STREETS, 
matter, January 138th, 1902. 


inch.) Special 
per counted line. 
Philadelphia, Pa, 


(Fourteen lines to an 
three times the price of display 


Philadelphia. 
Acceptance for mailing at the special rate 


of postage »>rovided in Section 1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized on July 11. 1918. 


— on —- ——_ = = — — = ———SS=—=—T—T=== 
| f) ) 
| en alee OMe | 
i | 

) 
A } 
2 —————— fof aL 360 eG 06 GO 08'S 6 0 GO oO | 


YOUR “MEASURE OF FAITH” 


Verily the modern psychologist is a fearsome ogre. In 
these days, no matter which way we turn, we are paralyzed 
with his leer. He fixes with a glaring eye and then calls 
us a name which smites our self-respect to the dust. And 
worst of all, when he has us down, he heaps his last and 
worst contumely on us by scoffing at the abasement to which 
his fleers have reduced us. He charges on us the abject in- 
anity of the “inferiority complex.” 

To many of us who are not psychologists the discovery 
of this affliction so largely infecting human character is a 
rather upsetting surprise. It has been our suspicion that 
what was mainly the matter with the race of mankind was 
quite opposite to any conviction of inferiority. Not ex- 
actly a complex—it has seemed far too simple and naive to 
be called complicated—but perhaps what one might desig- 
nate as a simplex of superiority has appeared to dominate 
most men’s feelings toward his neighbors. 

To be sure, observation can always pick out men here 
and there, quite bankrupt of self-confidence, whose ac- 
quaintances remark how far they might have gone if they 
just had a little faith in themselves. But all these count 
very few in comparison with the multitude sallying forth 
out into life supremely sure that they are made for great 
deeds, but none the less ending ignominiously in some out- 
of-the-way corner under the black shadow of continuous 
failure. And not being psychologists, we have fervently 
wished for them that with more modesty they had sought 
less distinction, measured their endeavors according to 
their powers, and so had a fair taste of the sweets of suc- 
cess ere they rested from their labors. 

In a word, it has still seemed sensible to believe that 
humility is, as Jesus Christ plainly thought and taught, a 
genuine virtue—with no little of rational reward in it for 
such as retain it. But the concern of this matter for us 
cannot rest entirely or principally with our estimation of 
our friends. It enters directly into our judgment of our- 
selyes—into our own choice of a way to live. Shall we at 
the feast of life pick out the chief seats for ourselves—if we 
are early enough to seize them first—or shall we sit in the 

‘lowest seat content till bidden to go higher? Also this 
serious supplemental question—do we by taking that lower 
place prove ourselves fitted for that only? If the conceited 
man is not always a power, is it still true that a man of power 


must always be conceited—and forfeit his power if he does 
not manfully maintain his conceit ? 


Even to a psychologist it should be much of an answer 
to observe that Jesus Himself was no boaster, no candidate 
for applause, no imposer of Himself on other men’s adula- 
tion. His own description of Himselfi—“meek and lowly” 
—fits too well to be disrupted. Yet He certainly suffered 
from no “inferiority complex.” He knew no “levels of 
society ;” there was to Him only one level and from that He 
looked neither up to the proud nor down on the humble. But 
had He power? History since His day is one continuous wit- 
ness to it. It would be impious, and even more conspicu- 
ously absurd, to suggest that Jesus would have been a 
greater man if He had asked more deference and staged 
His career to command more adulation. 

Where then did Jesus find His force, His preeminence, 
His domination over men’s wills, if not in ambitious self- 
assertion? Clearly it was in His mission. He had some- 
thing to do in the world, and He cried, “How am I strait- 
ened till it be accomplished!’ This absorbed all His con- 
sciousness, and it carried in itself all His impact on the 
world. ‘Can the messenger think of himself till his message 
is delivered? Can the physician plan for fame when his 
patient hovers at the verge of death? Duty is a thousand 
times more dynamic than success—ten thousand times more 
potential than reputation—if a man has a duty. Jesus had 
a duty. So did Paul. Neither needed position, reputation, 
acclaim, besides. 


Paul had studied this question for himself—had added 
observation on the subject to his own experience. His 
counsel on the matter he prefaces with the solemn phrase, 
“T say through the grace that was given to me.” Plainly 
he felt it a problem on which clear thinking could be 
achieved only by an unusual measure of divine enlighten- 
ment to overcome human craving for human applause. He 
himself had got up to sanity in the premises only after 
“orace”’ had been given him. The secret was that no man 
should “think of himself more highly than he ought to 
think, but so to think as to think soberly, according as God 
hath dealt to each man a measure of faith.” 


Each man’s “measure of faith’—a task for each one to 
do on faith. Of that task and his importance in it a man 
may safely “think as highly as he ought to think.” When 
he thinks thus, no “inferiority complex” can hinder him and 


4 REFORM ED 


no “superiority complex” will spoil him. He will think so 
“soberly” that neither exaltation nor humiliation will add 
to or subtract from his single -minded determination to make 
good on the duty that is his—humble perhaps, but big 
enough for God to care—so big enough for any man to 
labor in. —NOo.an R. BEsT. 

* oO OF 


“WHAT CHRISTMAS MEANS TO ME” 


Christmas consists in this—you can 
not separate Jesus from God. The Christian religion, as a 
religion, is founded solidly on the Incarnation.” This 1s 
the essence of an inspiring “little lay sermon” on the sig- 
nificance of the world’s chief holiday, written for Good 
Housekeeping by Professor William Lyon Phelps, of Yale. 
“Of all the millions of individuals who have appeared on 
this planet, the first place in the hearts of men, women and 
children, is held by Jesus Christ, and, therefore, Christmas 
is the supreme holiday,” says Dr. Phelps. “However much 
we may be disconcerted by the evidences of religious skep- 
ticism, or by the decline of Church-going in certain com- 
munities, the personality of Jesus has never before in his- 
tory held the commanding position it holds today. More 
books and articles are written about Him than about any 
group of men put together; there never was anything like 
the intense and universal curiosity about Him that one now 
sees everywhere. If some discoverer or scholar could find 
somewhere half a dozen words by Him hitherto unknown, 
that would be the leading first-page news in every journal 
in the world.” 

Dr. Phelps makes clear that it is not the literary pre- 
eminence of Jesus, nor His place as the world’s supreme 
moral teacher, which makes Christmas the supreme day of 
history. Christmas is not celebrated because a new moral 
code came into the world, or because a Great Man was 
born, nor even because of the new attitude and emphasis 
of Christ's teaching. The reason must be found in the In- 
carnation. “The enemies of Christianity have always fought 
the Incarnation,” says Dr. Phelps, “because they know that 
the moment you separate Jesus from God He becomes not 
only mortal but vulnerable. He has lost His real strength; 
He is, in military parlance, separated from His source of 
supplies.” Without the Incarnation we have no “good 
news” of the Supreme Power, revealing Him to man in a 
form man can understand. We have lost “intelligent and 
reasonable belief in‘a God of Love,” and there is no other 
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light in the darkness. Nothing seems to me more absurd, 
more irrational, than for teachers of theology, pastors of 
Churches, leaders of Christian thought, to attack the In- 
carnation as irrational, and then to proclaim the love of God 
and the immortality of the soul, for which their evidence 
is worse than insufficient. To my mind the real problem of 
theology is this, for it is what we all really want to know, 
Is God as good as Jesus Christ? My own chief theological 
problem is not, Was Christ divine? but, Is God like Jesus? 
Is He really as good as that? Because if any one could 
prove to the satisfaction of every sane mind that God is as 
good as Jesus, then all our intellectual troubles, all our 
doubts and fears, all our problems, would be solved. 


“Now, Jesus is the only person in history who seems 
divine—that is, who seems to have been in connection with 
sources of power unfamiliar and unknown to other good 
men, Compare any other admirable person with Him, and 
His uniqueness stands out ever the more plainly. We have 
actual reverence for the character of Abraham Lincoln, but 
was there ever a man more wholly human? Leaving out 
all the personages of what is called profane history, what 
shall we say of Moses, and David, and Elijah? They were 
absolutely human, Place together before the eyes of the 
mind Jesus and Paul. The difference is not in degree, it is 
in kind. Never was there a character more exclusively 
human than Paul. The supremacy of Christmas consists in 
this——-Jesus brought into the world divine intelligence. The 
Apostle John, who knew more real theology than any other 
writer then or since, said that man hath not seen God at any 
time. The only begotten Son, He who is in the bosom of 
the Father, He has declared Him. The good news brought 
to mankind on the first Christmas Day is that the true na- 
ture of God is revealed in the character of Jesus Christ. 
How can we find out God? How can we believe that He is 
a God of Love? We can find Him and believe in Him only 
through the person who is His representative. There is the 
Light shining in the darkness, and the winds of persecution, 
hatred, unbelief, materialism, and indifference have never 
been able to extinguish it.” 


In this lay sermon there is so much food for thought and 
prayer that we would like every member of the MESSENGER 
family to study it, as we send to them our hoa greetings 
for a truly merry Christmas. 


a ha 


LOVE ; 


Love is one of the oldest and most fundamental elements 
of life. The Apostle Paul in his wonderful psalm of faith, 
hope, and love, declares that the greatest of these is love. 
This is so because it embodies that which is godlike and 
unifying and undying. i 

The definitions of love have been very numerous, in- 
spiring and comforting. But while this is so, they have 
not exhausted all its fulness and power and glory. And 
they have not done so because it is heavenly and beyond 
all comprehension—for the infinite and eternal God is love. 


The love which is true consists of the giving of oneself 
to others and of finding and sharing the larger life of others. 
This is what parents do to their children, and what children 
do to their parents. The same is true in the case of lovers, 
and of citizens and their fatherland. The life of both is 
enlarged and deepend through and in loving. . 


The greatest of all gospels is that proclaiming that God 
so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son. This 
loving and giving serve as the foundation of our salvation. 
The giving of ourselves to God, to His Church, and to our 
fellowmen constitutes the essence of true Christianity and 
the flower of all living and personal piety. 


The hearts of all are fondly longing and waiting tie 
love of their fellows. This is true of the poor and 
the low and high, the ignorant and learned. The lovi 
others is a helpmate in the gradual enlarging of our m 
and spiritual life. Nothing is so helpful in building | 
maintaining a truly Christian character. The proof of 
is at hand in all loving that is unselfish. It is the h 
the glad message of Christmas. 
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“THE MASTER” 


Nothing could be more timely for the Christmas Number 
of Tite Messecer than a commendation of the study of 
the life of Jesus. More has been written about the life of 
our Lord than about any other who has ever lived in this 
world, and yet the story never grows old. The simple nar- 
ratives of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John have never been 
excelled in human literature, but there have been many 
lives of Jesus Christ based upon those narratives which 
have brought blessing into hearts and homes. Indeed, 
there should be several of the standard lives of Jesus in 
the library of every good Christian family. There can be 
nothing more inspiring than the story of the Wonderful 
Life, which has brought more joy and kindliness into our 
human experience than anything else we could study. 

Someone has said recently that “it is impossible to write 
a truly helpful life of Christ except on one’s knees.” It is 
this spirit of reverence and devotion which glorifies “the 
human story of Jesus” told in the new book, “The Master,” 
by Dr. Walter Russell Bowie, rector of Grace Church, New 
York. In his book of 328 pages, price, $2.50, just pub- 
lished by Scribner's, we have a vivid and entrancing story 
which “captures the dramatic surge” of Christ’s life on 
earth from His peaceful boyhood to the mighty climax on 
Calvary. It has been well said that “Christ brought new 
beauty into the world, a new awareness of the great mys- 
teries, a new heroism. The gigantic poetry of His deed 
and thought transfigured the every-day commonplaces, re- 
vealing to the spirit of man its own intrinsic grandeur, the 
challenge and significance of our lives in their relationship 
to God.” It is because Dr. Bowie understands this so 
thoroughly that he has given us such a grace-bearing and 
transfiguring book. You will be glad to own a copy. 

eae ae 


CHURCH SERVICES VIA THE RADIO 


Does the MEssENGER believe that an increasing number 
are staying away from the House of God to “listen in’ on 
the radio? We do not. Of course, too many are doing it, 
some perhaps because the radio doesn’t “pass the plates.” 
Nor have all the stations emulated the fine example set by 
the National Broadcasting Co. in their announcement that 
they would no longer broadcast religious services at the 
hour for Sunday morning worship in the sanctuary. We 
feel that all stations might do the same thing with profit 
to the country. 

Recently we read a question and answer along this line 
that we felt deserving of a prominent place in the religious 
press and in Church bulletins, Dr. Copeland Smith, the 
well-known “radio preacher” of Chicago, was asked: “Why 
should a person attend Church when he can listen to the 
services and hear them distinctly while sitting comfortably 
in his own chair in his own room?” Dr. Smith replied as 
follows: 

“That is a direct shot and I get it. But I’m not so sure 
that you are going to sit quite so comfortably in your chair 
after this, not if I can succeed in shooting at you as straight 
as you are shooting at me. I think a man who will sit in 
his chair comfortably sucking in the Gospel like a sponge, 
is the most selfish being unhung, if he can get up and walk. 
The value of community worship is not just subjection. 
The whole congregation gains by the impulse of your pres- 
ence, your prayer, your praise.’ If you don’t believe that, 
think what it would feel like to be the only spectator at a 
theatre or the only member of the audience at a concert. 
What a wretched man you would be if yours were the only 
laugh and if yours were the only hands applauding. More 
than half the joy is in being part of a great company, all 
under the sway of the same emotion. It is like that with 
community worship. You make your contribution to the 
well-being of your worshiping brother, if you also are at- 
tuned to his emotion, his yearning, his prayer. Shame on 
the man who denies the brother who is, perhaps, fighting 
a harder battle than himself, the sustenance and assistance 
of his presence. God never blesses the soul of a man who 
is guilty of any form of selfishness, And staying at home 
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to enjoy what God meant to be a great communal act is the 
most selfish act of all; disastrous to the spiritual life of the 
man who so gorges himself.’ 

Those who are well and strong enough to go to God’s 
House, but prefer to substitute “listening in” at home, are 
privileged to answer Dr. Smith's “shot” if they can. Mean- 
while we may be thankful for the blessings brought by 
radio broadcasts of religious services to thousands of in- 
valids and aged and shut-ins in hospitals and homes, to 
whom it has been a veritable benediction. 

baa Tie 


OUR MEMORY HYMNS FOR 1929 


Tue MESSENGER is gratified at the continuing evidence 
of the use of the monthly Memory Hymns, Not only are 
they copied in many of the parish monthlies and weeklies, 
but testimonials come from individuals in congregations and 
Church Schools to indicate how many have been helped by 
this simultaneous effort to learn and use some of the great 
hymns of the Church. One of our friends wrote the other 
day: “I am glad and thankful that we have these Memory 
Hymns in Tir MEsseNGER. I have committeed 43 of them 
to memory and I believe that I have learned them in such a 
way that I will never forget them. As soon as I have 
learned a new one I go over all of them in order, word by 
word from memory, and I find that very seldom do I have 
to refer to the book, unless it is for a line or so of one of 
the last ones learned. In this way I am in hopes of never 
forgetting these great hymns.” It is the witness of such 
friends which makes us feel that the custom should be con- 
tinued and that it should be even more widely used. There 
seems to be no good reason why all our pastors and Sun- 
day School superintendents should not co-operate, and we 
hope there may be a wide-spread use of these hymns 
throughout the next year. 

For the convenience of many who are desirous of know- 
ing these hymns in advance, we are giving here the list of 
Memory Hymns suggested for the year 1929, together with 
the number of the hymn in the Hymnal of the Reformed 
Church : 

January, “Another Year Is Dawning” (574). 

February, “Christ For the World We Sing” (517). 

March, “So Let Our Lives and Lips Express” (503). 

April, “Jesus Lives! No Longer Now” (182). 

May, “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” (419). 

June, “Lead On, O King Eternal” (403). 

July, “Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me” (328). 

August, “Come, Holy Spirit, Heav’nly Dove” (220). 

September, “Jesus, My Shepherd, Let Me Share” (320). 

October, “I Have a Friend So Precious” (611). 

November, “Great God of Nations! Now to Thee” (595). 

December, “Hark, a Burst of Heav’nly Music” (134). 


Adoration of the Shepherds (Murillo) 
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THE “FEDERAL COUNCIL BULLETIN” 


The 6th Quadrennial Meeting of the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America, which marks the 
20th anniversary of that great organization, is being held 
December 5-11 in the city of Rochester, N. Y. In cele- 
bration of this great occasion the monthly “Journal of Inter- 
Church Co-operation” issued by that organization, The 
Federal Council Bulletin, has published a 20th Anniversary 
Number of 48 pages w ith cov er, which is truly notable. In 
addition to articles by such distinguished leaders of the 
Council as Drs. S. Parkes Cadman, Frank Mason North, 
Robert E. Speer, Shailer Mathews, E. B. Sanford, Charles 
S. Mactarland, and others, there is a most edifying edi- 
torial outlook, and inspiring news of Christian co-operation, 
together with glimpses of interdenominational life and well 
considered book reviews. 

The Federal Council Bulletin is edited by Dr. Samuel 
McCrea Cavert, one of the General Secretaries of the Fed- 
eral Council. It is not surprising, therefore, that the 
Bulletin has come to a high place in religious journalism, 
and is generally recognized today as the voice of a united 
Protestantism dealing in the largest and most constructive 
fashion with the complex problems of our time. It is safe 
to say that all who read the Federal Council Bulletin feel 
themselves deeply indebted to it, not only for its satisfying 
and heartening accounts of the genuine and far-reaching 
accomplishments of inter-Church co-operation, but also be- 
cause of its prophetic insight as a wise and courageous ex- 
ponent of what is best in the life and genius of Protestant- 
ism. 

CLUTTERED LIVES 

Have you ever traveled in the subways of the city during 
the rush hour? If you have, you will know something 
about the discomfort and sometimes the positive peril of 
such an experience. Let the doors be opened ever so little 
and the seemingly endless throng pushes and crowds in 
until every inch of available space seems jammed to the 
limit, and nothing more can enter. It is this experience to 
which Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick recently referred in 
speaking about our crowded lives. Js it not true that we 
are like subway trains in the rush hour? As Dr. Fosdick 
declares, “One of our most important modern problems 
comes from the fact that we have an outer world of multi- 
plying complications trying to crowd into a day that will 
not grow longer, and into a capacity to pay attention that 
will not expand. In consequence, most of us live not 
wicked lives, but cluttered lives, often with things we do 
not really care for so much getting in, and with some lovely 
and excellent things jostled out. This is the secret of fail- 
ure in thousands of American homes. Some of these homes 
go to pieces because of infidelity, but many others simply 
because love and romance were crowded out. The trouble 
is so prosaic that many people forget it. The schedule, 
that tyrant of modern life that tells us what we must be 
doing every half hour for weeks ahead, wrecks our homes. 
The husband often has one schedule, the wife another, and 
they forget to save the situation by scheduling time ‘with 
each other. One feels, as one must often feel, the kinship 
between religion and beauty. Sometimes I think that in all 
my endeavors to make religion real what I am trying to say 

‘Live beautifully, put first things first. Let the great 
reverences stand at the center of life. Never let the jostling 
crowd of things pull and haul you until you yourself be- 
come a mob. Real religion is the beauty of a life organized 
around great devotions.’ ” 

Long ago, on the first Christmas Eve, there was “no room” 
for the Christ Child in the inn, : 
simpler days it was possible to fill life with so many of the 
things that do not matter much and to crowd out that which 
was highest and best. This danger has only multiplied with 
the years, as life has become more complex and inventions 
and discoveries have added to our capacities and comforts 
and luxuries. Has there ever been a Christmas in all his- 
tory when there were more things clamoring to crowd out 
Christ, even from His owm birthday? 
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“The World is too much with us; late and soon, 
Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers; 

Little we see in Nature that is ours; 

We have given our hearts away, a sordid boon!” 


Yes, our lives are “cluttered.” It is, indeed, an expres- 
sive word. No man can measure the tragedy and pathos 
wrapped up in it. Millions, alas, have sold themselves too 
cheaply, frittering away their talents on trifles, failing to 
reserve themselves for the things that last. God grant that 
this Christmastide may bring us back again to the manger 
cradle in Bethlehem, so we may see that which is worth 
infinitely more than all the ‘gold, frankincense and 
myrrh” for which men toil and sin and suffer. If our lives 
have no room for Jesus, they are a pitiable failure. Nothing 
is more important, nothing half so urgent, as to make room 
for Him, and to do it now, God forbid that any of us 
should be too busy for the main business of life! 


* * Ss 


“MEDITATION CHAPEL” 


It has been said that meditation is a lost art in America. 
For many folks it doubtless is; but the use of houses of 
worship, which are wisely left open for prayer and medi- 
tation in some places, proves that there are, after all, many 
folks who feel the need in these hurrying days to “get alone 
with God.” One of the heartening events of the Christmas 
season is the announcement by Mr. John McEntee Bow- 
man, president of the Bowman Biltmore Hotels Corpora- 
tion, of the opening of ‘Meditation Chapel” in the Biltmore 
Hotel, New York City. Those who have come to think 
of the great city as well-nigh godless, may be heartened at 
this statement by Mr. Bowman: “The simple little sanctuary 
for all who worship God, irrespective of creed or denomina- 
tion, will be found on the third floor. As its name implies, 
‘Meditation Chapel,’ is not for set services, but for medita- — 
tion only—a place where any one may sit in silence and 
hear his own thoughts. There are times in the lives of all 
of us, in the day and in the night, when we want to get away 
from the world and commune alone with God, to kneel be- 
fore His altar, The Church is not always available. Many 
find their rooms adequate for all purposes; others may 
find comfort in the little Chapel in the Inn. The presence 
of one spot in the hotel, dissociated from the worldly things 
of life and dedicated and consecrated to the God we pro- 
fess to serve, is now recognized by this act as a spiritual 
necessity in any hotel with which I am connected and as 
soon as practicable a meditation chapel will be installed in 
all our hotels. Flowers will always be found on this altar 
and above the altar the adopted inscription: “Come unto Me, 
all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will gwe you 
rest. It is an invitation to all. The consecration of this 
chapel is the use for which it has been set apart forever.” 
Verily, even in Gotham, there are those who have not bowed 


the knee to Baal. 
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The Parables of Safed the Sage | 
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THE PARABLE OF ART AND ETHICKS 


I was in a certain City, and I met a Man of Medicine. 
And he said, Come with me unto my Laboratory, and I will 
show unto thee Some Things. 7 

So we went, and he said, I deal with Preventive Medicine. 
I have no dealings with such folk as be Sick. For whereas 
it once could be truly said, They that are whole need not a — 
Physician but they that are sick, now we are learning to say, 
They that are whole have need of a Physician, and oe 
need not be sick. 

And he showed me certain Vats and Tanks and Gig 
Jars where he wrought, and I said, What i is the use of 2 
this Sloppiness ? "y 
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And he said, This city is beautiful for situation, and hath 
an healthful Climate. Nevertheless, we have Malaria. And 
I work for the city. And we have sought out all the places 
where Malaria might breed its Mosquitos, and we have 
Drained them, or poured Oil on the Waters, and yet we 
have Malaria. And we have known that there must be 
some place where Mosquitos of the kind that carry Malaria 
must be having Unrestricted Opportunity to breed. .And 
we have wrought here with these tanks for many moons to 
find what waters breed Malarial Mosquitos and what do not. 
And we narrowed the area more and more until we found 
that it was not our River, nor our Lakes, nor any of our 
suspected areas, but that the Mosquitos had been coming 
from the region of our Beautiful Memorial Park, the Pride 
of our City. Therefore have I been investigating all the 
possible sources of infection in and about the Memorial 
Park, and I have found it. 

Then he showed me some Jars and Tanks covered with 
Cheese Cloth, and inside were Mosquitos in various stages 
of development, in the waters and rising above them and 
flying about in the Jars. 

And he said, These be the Poisonous kind. And he 
showed me the Characteristicks of that kind, with charts 
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and learned descriptions. And I could see that it. was. as 
he said, 

And he said unto me, The pride of our City is the Mem- 
orial Park. And the pride of the Park is the Japanese Gar- 
den, with Votive Lanterns from Tokyo and Objects of 
Beauty from Various Places. And the pride of the Japa- 
nese Garden is its Pools, which be Most Artistick: ‘And 
there at Great Expense hath the city been breeding the 
finest lot of Malarial Mosquitos under ideal conditions for 
their propagation. And that is why we have Malaria in this 
Healthful Town. 

And I said, Were not the Mosquitos driven away by Awe 
of the Fine Art? 

And he said, Not so thou couldst notice it. ; 

And I said, I have friends who preach the gospel of Art 
for Arts sake, and who hold that if it be Fine Art there is 
no need to inquire about the Ethicks thereof, and that who- 
ever doth sin against Art by saying anything about Ethicks 
is a Philistine and a Puritan and an enemy to Kulture. 

And he said, Of all the condemned tomfoolery in’ the 
world the Devotees of Kulture talk the condemnest. But 
we shall clean out the Malaria from Memorial Park, Art or 
no Art. 


Messages of the Glad Christmastide 3}! 
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EVERYBODY’S CHRIST 
By Hobart D. McKeehan 


Onee again the journeying days have 
brought us to Christmas—happiest of all 
the days of the year. And once again the 
child heart within takes up its song of 
praise and adoration to the new-born King. 
The meaning of Christmas is Christ; with- 
out Him it has no meaning at all. And 
the Christ of Christmas is everybody’s 
Christ. Like the sun that warms us by 
day and the silvery stars that kiss us by 
night, He belongs to all but can be 
monopolized by none, 


‘‘There came Wise Men,’’ says Mat- 
thew; ‘‘there were shepherds,’’ says Luke. 
Yea, and there was room for both. He is 
the @hrist of the Magi and the Christ of 
the shepherds. He is the Christ of the 
king and the Christ of the subject. He is 
the Christ of the philosopher and the 
Christ of the peasant. He is the Christ 
of the thinker and the tinker. He is the 
Christ of the saint and the Christ of the 
sinner. He is the Christ of the Orient and 
the Christ of the Occident. He is the 
Christ of the children and the Christ of 
the childless. He is the Christ of the rich 
and the Christ of the ragged. He is the 
Christ of the aged and the Christ of the 
ages. He is the Christ of the dying and 
the Christ of the deathless. 


From far-away plains of the East came 
Wise Men bearing gifts suited for a King; 
from nearby fields and flocks came shep- 
herds—their purses empty but their hearts 
overflowing: And from that first Christ- 
mas until this, the story has ever been 
the same—He is everybody’s Christ. He 
is claimed by the Orient as well as by 
the Occident, He is claimed by the col- 
ored races as well as by the white. He is 
admired by Jews and worshipped by Gen- 
tiles. He is claimed by the Quaker in his 
simplicity and by the High Churchman in 
his regality. He is claimed by the Roman 
and by the Protestant. He is claimed by 
the Fundamentalist and by the Modernist. 
Even those outside the Church, lovers of 
principle and leaders of labor, claim Christ 
as their own. 


In William Morris’ ‘‘Sir Galahad’’ there 
are two haunting lines that picture: 


*“One sitting on the altar as a throne, 
Whose face no man could say he did 
not know!’? 


What a description of the Christ whose 
memory and spirit we celebrate at Christ- 
mas time! Go over the earth, study the 
ages since His Advent, and you will dis- 
cover that Christ is nowhére a foreigner. 
Approached from devious paths and inter- 
preted in different ways, worshipped by 
many and adored by all, His spirit ad- 
vances upon the heart of the nations like 
the sunshine of spring upon the frosts 
of winter. ‘‘Skeptie and pagan though 
Ibe,” says Will Durant, author of ‘‘The 
Story of Philosophy, ‘‘yet Jesus Christ is 
my God.’ 


At this Christmas, as at the first, the 
mind of the wise still follow His star and 
in the heart of the lowly the angel chorus 
sings on. Unveiling the character of the 
Father of Spirits and revealing the moral 
possibilities of man, He comes again in 
the tender simplicity of a little Babe; 
albeit, He walks the beshadowed and be- 
wildering ways of time as the Lord of 
Love and the Leader of Light. 


MAKE WAY FOR CHRIST 


Is my heart prepared for Christmas 
That I turn not away 

The Christ, the blessed Son of God, 
Who came on Christmas Day? 


Is my heart prepared for Christmas 
That with wise men I shall bring 

The richest treasures of my heart 
To Christ my Lord and King? 


Is my heart prepared for Christmas 
That with shepherds I shall hear 
The choirs of angel voices sing 
And to the Christ draw near? 


Is my heart prepared for Christmas 
That in it God shall find 

A manger that shall welcome 
The Saviour of Mankind? 


Ne is the path, if any be misled; 
He is a robe, if any naked be; 
If any chance to hunger, He is bread; 
If any be a bondman, He is free; — 
If any be but weak, how strong is He! 
To dead men life is He, to sick men 
health; 
To blind men 
wealth; 
A pleasure without loss, a treasure with- 
out stealth. 


sight, and to the needy 


The Abbey Church, Huntingdon, Pa, 


A CHRISTMAS THOUGHT 
Aaron R. Tosh 

Several years ago, in passing from Jeru- 
salem, the guide pointed out to some pil- 
grims en route to Bethlehem an old well 
where the Wise Men stopped and in its 
waters saw the reflection of the bright 
star that had been their guide from the 
East. They looked up and it was direetly 
overhdad, so they knew the object of their 
search was near at hand. This legend 
suggests the text for a Christmas mes- 
sage, ‘‘Look up, for your redemption draw- 
eth nigh.’’ 

Many are forever looking downward 
and see only the earth from whence they 
get their daily bread. Man does not live 
by bread alone, 

Others have the outward look and hope 
to find redemption in relieving the physi- 
cal needs of humanity. But unless the 
springs of compassion, from whence flow 
the streams of benevolence, are kept pure, 
philanthropy may become condeséension 
instead of brotherhood. 

Some look backward, and it is well to 
look unto the rock from whence we are 
hewn, but the past is full of errors as 
well as truth, as St. Paul reminds us, 
‘“Porgetting the things that are past, and 
stretching forward.’’ ; 

Still others have the inward look of 
self-examination, as did. the rich young 
man who would follow Jesus, who, al- 
though his moral life was excellent, asked, 
‘*What lack I yet???’ 

Again, many have the forward look, but 
when asked, ‘‘ Whither bound?’’ reply, 
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‘*T don’t know where I’m going, but I’m 
on my way.’’ 

But to look up gives purpose and mean- 
ing to all attitudes and ventures in life. 
Stephen, the early martyr to Christianity, 
looked up and said, ‘‘T see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing at 
the right hand of God.’’ This then is the 
reward of the upward look. It is to see 
Christ. The spirit of Christmas is the 
giving of Christ to the world. We must 
at times forget toil, humanity, heritage, 
self, progress and set our affections on 
things above, where Christ sitteth on the 
right hand of God. And He will do some- 
thing for us, in us, and through us, that 
will bring redemption to the world. 


Christ Church, Philadelphia. 


THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
The Rev. Ervin E. Young 

As we near another Christmas season, 
when we celebrate the birth of our Lord, 
the Christ, I am asking myself what it all 
means to me as an individual and tio my 
home. I wonder if we are not in danger 
of falling into the habit of celebrating 
this great event much as we do the birth- 
day of some great martyr, hero or states- 
man. To me its meaning is far deeper 
and more significant. 

When I think of the birth into the 
world of the divine Son of God, whereby 
He took upon Himself our human nature, 
T am convinced of the close sympathy of 
God for and with our own nature. Hitherto 
and everywhere God was afar off and un- 
approachable. But through the inearna- 
tion we have God with us and in us, the 


blending of two natures—a possible fel- . 


lowship never before realized or experi- 
enced. It is the introduction, in a vital 
way, of God into man as a part and par- 
cel of the home life. 

It is the divine sanctification of the ties 
of family life and sex relationship. It lifts 
the plane of child-bearing and childhood in 
the home above the level of sexual emo- 
tions to one of divine principle in the 
multiplication of the race and the produc- 
tion of new life. 

It gives to the world an ideal concep- 
tion of filial duty, exemplifying ideal obe- 
dience to parents, a sublime example of 
reverence for and honor to one’s father 
and mother. 

Then it is the divine interpretation of 
the sublime principles of human brother- 
hood, as seen in His personal attitude to 
His own kin in the home as well as in the 
larger circles of society. 

Again, it is the cry of heaven for peace 
on earth and good will among men. If 
men everywhere would live in the spirit 
and the environment of the Bethlehem 
birth, the whole world today would breathe 
the spirit of heaven, all men would seek 
the well-being of others, those that are 
strong would support the infirmities of 
those that are weak, we would publish glad 
tidings, and there would be universal 
peace. 

Dayton, Ohio, 


THE HEART OF CHRISTMAS 
Paul D. Yoder 


At the center of everything that is best 
in the Christian religion is the little child. 
This is true only of our religion. Not un- 
tit our Saviour came into this world did 
the child receive his rightful place in hu- 
man life. So we may well say that the 
heart of Christmas is the Babe of Bethle- 
hem. From then on the place of the child 
and of his mother was assured and due 
homage given to both. The shepherds, the 
angels, the Wise Men, the manger, the star 
—these are all incidental. Christianity be- 
gan with a child and it was God’s great- 
est gift to man. So the little child has 
come to be at the center of every human 
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interest—the home, the school, the Church 
—the three greatest institutions of our 
faith are maintained almost solely for the 
conservation and consecration of child life. 

God has joined together the cradle and 
Christmas. Christianity has coronated 
childhood. God gives us children that we 
may devote our best and noblest ministry 
to them. Christ put the child in our midst, 
and it is for us to train him in the ways 
he should go. We must train him, as 
Jesus taught, to think peace; rear him in 
the ideals of brotherhood; teach him the 
supremacy of service, 


THE WISE MEN 
Abner E. J. Reeser 


The travelers enter Bethlehem’s gate, 
Arrived from some distant land; 
They seem to be of high estate, 
And hold rich presents in their 
hand. 


They pass from street to street, 
Nor need they fear of going astray; 
Nor need they ask the men they meet 
To guide them in their unknown 
way. 


For see, where shines a beauteous 
star; 
On it they fix their joyful eyes; 
That heavenly guide has led them 
far, 
And now it lightens Bethlehem’s 


skies. 


But lo, it stops—its course is done— 
On Mary’s roof it sheds a light. 
Enter, there dwells God’s blessed 

Son— 
Enter, enjoy the glorious sight! 


But where is He, the Lord of all, 
Who made the heavens, earth and 
seas? 
Behold Him there, an infant small, 
Lying upon His mother’s knees. 


Their Lord full well the strangers 
know, 

And humbly worship at His feet; 

Joyful their golden treasures show, 

And burn their precious spices 
sweet. 


O happy they who knelt that day 
Before the wondrous Infant’s face, 
And who believed, though clad in 
clay, 
That He was Lord of every place. 


And shall not we be happy too 
If, though His face we never saw, 
We feel for Him affection true, 
And still obey His holy law. 


Nor gold, nor spices need we give 

To show the Lord how much we 
love; 

But we may 
live, 

And thus our warm devotion prove, 


serve Him while we ~- 


Christmas services are being held over 
the Christmas holidays in practically every 
Christian Church, and in all of them the 
child will hold the central place. Just how 
much all of this has contributed to our 
civilization no one ean tell. But all litera- 
ture is permeated with the spirit of child- 
likeness; the greatest paintings of the 
world provide a large place for the child, 
and some of the choicest musie which all 
love to sing has the harmony and sim- 
plicity of the child spirit.. At the heart 
of Christmas, at the heart of Christianity, 
at the heart of the highest type of civiliza- 
tion is the little babe. 


Codorus, Pa. 
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WHEN HEAVEN TOUCHES EARTH 
Paul W. Yoh 


Sang John Milton many years 
honor of the nativity of our Lord: 
“‘This is the month, and this the happy 

morn, 

Wherein the Son of Heaven’s eternal 

King, 

Of wedded maid and virgin mother born, 

Our great redemption from above did 

bring.’? 
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The poet had discernment to see that 
Christmas is Christ. Nor is the poet the 
only one who attributes to nature the 
quality of happiness upon our Lord’s natal 
day. To see the world through the eyes 
of Christ, however imperfectly, is to see a 
world transformed and redeemed. In re- 
sponse to the joy of the devout human 
heart, nature assumes a joyful mien as 
though here, too, there is the realization 
that heaven is begun on earth, the pledge 
of it being the gift of God in Christ 
Jesus. The birthday of Jesus, viewed in 
the light of all that He brought and taught 
and wrought, should be a holy day indeed. 
Our human ears may still be attuned to 
hear angel songs of peace and good will, 
Radiant stars for the seer still guide to 
the King. Still we offer Him our gifts of 
gold and frankincense and myrrh when we 
give our heart’s true love, our sincerest 
service, our sacrifice. 

Christmas gains its real content when 
Christ is recognized and honored. Indeed, 
all of human life reaches its highest and 
holiest only in the clear recognition of the 
Christ-eontent of our commonplace living. 
No matter where we turn we cannot escape 
Him. Christ Jesus has been born into our 
literature where without serious challenge 
He holds the center of the page. He has 
been born into our art, into our music, 
into our common thought and practice. 
He is the norm to which appeal is made, 
and He is the One from whose judgment 
there is no appeal. He is part and parcel 
of our daily living and more real as a sov- 
ereign presence in the present generations 
of man than when He was lovingly. gazed 
upon by His mother as He lay in a erude 
manger-cradle, 

Let us then, mid the good-natured jost- 
ling: of the throng, amazed perhaps by the 
very prodigality of the holiday display, re- 
member Him whose recurring birthday 
sends us and our fellows upon a common 
errand of good cheer. Let us remember 
and honor Him whose advent anniversary 
leaves scarcely a human heart anywhere 
untouched or unquickened by some show- 
ing of good will. Surely, heaven touches 
earth on Christmas Day! 


Heidelberg Church, Philadelphia. 


A LITTLE TOWN CALLED 
BETHLEHEM 


Felix B. Peck 


The inhabitant of a little town or an 
open country may find encouragement in— 
the fact that rural communities contribute | 
greatly to the cause of civilization, Intel- 
lectuals two thousand years ago might 
have been looking for a great leader and 
king to come from some great place, but. 
God chose little Bethlehem for the birth- 
place of the world’s most important char-_ 
acter, Athens, the seat of culture and 
philosophy during the middle ages, might 
have been proud to have claimed Jesus as_ 
one of her important citizens. Rome, the 
city of world-wide power, might have 


claimed some superior advantages that she 
could have given to the Babe whose power — 


was to be as limitless as the universe. 
Other great cities of that day, if they — 
had only known the meaning of His com-_ 
ing, would have been eager to have claim 

the Messiah as one of their citizens, Bu 
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important as a medium through which He 
may become a blessing to the world. 

Little towns have had their far-reaching 
contributions to make to the world’s his- 
tory. We may stand in awe before the 
big buildings of the city; we may marvel 
at the industrial, commercial and political 
power that our big cities exert on mod- 
ern life, but let us not overlook the fact 
that some of the noblest souls of the 
world have come from the small towns 
and the open country. The great men who 
have saved civilization, or tried to save 
it, have come with their religious, liter- 
ary and artistic treasures from places like 
Bethlehem. There were big cities of power 
and influence, but Jesus was born in an 
obscure town of Judea. 


All greatness cannot be measured by the 
splendor of great cities. A place of small 
population may be a place of great honor. 
The quality of life is of infinite more im- 
portance than the size of the place from 
which one comes. The little town of Beth- 
lehem can never be forgotten because of 
the character of its contribution to the 
world. 


Silver Run, Md. 


THE’ MEANING OF CHRISTMAS 


S. L. Flickinger, D. D. 


The season of Advent is once more 
drawing to its close and the world is on 
its way to Christmas. The follies, the 
passions, the extravagances of men, the 
bitterness and prejudices of the Presi- 
dential campaign, the wrongs and the in- 
justices of the world are withdrawn from 
the stage for a while and in their place 
moves out the spirit of Christmas. 


Jesus came to the world as a Man and 
a Brother to relieve the awful pressure 
ef men’s inhumanity; to reassure men of 
the dignity of the human soul in what- 
ever frame it has its being; to rekindle in 
such human souls as would listen to Him, 
in whatever class or group they belong, a 
mutual respect for one another, and based 
on that respect, a tender love for one 
another—a love the world then first heard 
of, the love of Christian charity. 

The Babe of Bethlehem, grown to man- 
hood, left to the world the parable of the 
Good Samaritan; He went about doing 
good; He healed, consoled, blessed and en- 
couraged all sorts and conditions of men 
and women; His whole activity went out 
into the betterment of the world about 
Him. He transformed a degenerate world, 
not with praise or promise, but by deed 
and example. 

In preparing your Christmas gifts get 
ready to give some of the things which 
Jesus brought. Along with the gifts which 
have prices give a few that are priceless. 
Give thought to someone who needs it, 
sympathy to someone who craves it, praise 
to someone who deserves it but does not 
get it, kindness to someone whom the 
world has overlooked. Your Christmas joy 
will not consist in the abundance of the 
things which you receive or give away, but 
in the spirit of Christ in your hearts. 

May God fill you with all joy and peace 
in believing that ye may abound in faith 


and hope and love. So may every member - 


of the ‘‘Messenger’’ family have a very 
happy Christmas. 


CHRISTMAS ALWAYS 
Francis R. Casselman 


Christmas is not merely a day—it is a 
mood, a disposition, a symbol of what all 
days might be. It is well that we fill it 
with heavenly, songs, with good tidings of 
great joy, with peace, with good will to 
men, Let us crowd it to the brim. But 
why should we try to crowd so much of 
these things into one day while we leave 
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other days so barren of them? Is there 
anything special about joy? Is the bring- 
ing of good tidings a matter for festivals 
only? Is good will toward men an un- 
usual Christian grace? Is peace to be con- 
fined to one day? 

One day is too short to entertain and 
nourish charitable thoughts; to kindle ana 
foster kindly feelings; to set the heart 
Singing and the spirit adoring; to bring 
any Christian graces to their full bloom. 
Not for a day, but for weeks and years, 
should the spirit of Christmas fill our 
souls, until we become so accustomed to 
the higher altitude that we shall not sink 
back again to unworthy levels. Not one 
day, but every day, let us be hearing 
the angels’ song, extending merry greet- 
ings, wishing others well, giving with a 
generous hand, showing good will to all 
men, presenting white gifts to the King. 

Christmas is not merely a day—it is a 
mood, a disposition, a symbol of what God 
wants all days to be. ‘‘Fear not, for be- 
hold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy’? may be heard resounding through the 
skies of every day. If we respond with a 
heartfelt ‘‘Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will to men,’’ set 
to the musie of real life, we shall dwell 
under the spell of a continual Christmas. 


Butler, Pa. 
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WHY REJOICE? 
D. J. Wetzel 


Christmas is the celebration of the 
birthday of Jesus Christ, and it is ehar- 
acteristically a celebration of rejoicing. 
Birthday celebrations are common to all 
people. Every place, race and nation has 
its honor roll. The United States declares 
a national holiday in honor of Washington 
and Lincoln. The world bows before the 
name of Jesus, 

The anniversary of Jesus’ birthday is 
the greatest in all the earth not only be- 
cause it is celebrated by more millions than 
celebrate any other anniversary, but pri- 
marily because of the spirit that char- 
acterizes the celebration. We pause in in- 
tellectual reverence before the names of 
Socrates and Plato and Aristotle. We live 
in lasting gratitude for the lofty moral 
teachings of Moses, Confucius and Emer- 
son. We stand in awe before the marvel- 
lous achievements of inventive genius. 
With tributes of praise and admiration we 
recall the names of Beethoven and Wag- 
ner; Shakespeare and Browning; Raphael 
and DaVinci. These we praise; Jesus we 
love! We love Him with a great love! 
Their names we revere; in Jesus’ Name 
we REJOICE. 


Why this marked difference in the mo- 
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tive of the celebration of Jesus’ birthday 
as compared with the motive in the cele- 
bration of the birthdays of other great 
men? Beeause you cannot separate Jesus 
from the needs of human life. He lays 
claim upon the love and affection of every 
human heart that knows Him, Beethoven 
means much to the musician. Jesus means 
much to you—whoever you are. Tennyson 
may inspire the writer of poetry. Jesus 
inspires you—whoever you are. Confucius 
means much to the people of China. Jesus 
means much to you—wherever you are. Hu- 
man genius has literally shot forward the 
march of progress in many fields. The 
Genius of Love is leavening the whole lump 
of humanity and lifting the civilizations 
of the earth out of their shells of selfish- 
ness into an ever-growing relationship of 
Christian Brotherhood, Statesmen may 
teach us diplomacy. Jesus teaches us how 
to live. We respect the stern moral au- 
thority of Moses, but to step out of the 
spirit of the Ten Commandments into the 
spirit of the Beatitudes is like leaving the 
prison house of limitations for the Out-of- 
Doors of Spiritual Liberty. Moses tells us 
what to do. Jesus tells us what to be! 
We love Jesus and rejoice in Him because 
we cannot separate Him from our human 
needs. 

Again, we love and rejoice in Jesus, be- 
cause We cannot separate Him from God. 
Ts God like Jesus? Is He as good as Jesus? 
That is the God I want; the God I need; 
the God I ean love, In Jesus, I ean under- 
stand God. That is the good news. In 
Him, I have a God of love, a God whose 
love is redeeming the world. In Him, I 
have a Father. In Him, I am a son. In 
Him, life is privilege. To Him, my life 
is immortally precious. In Him, I share in 
the Resurrection and the enduring work of 
His Kingdom, Today and tomorrow are 
filled with hope because of the God I know 
in Christ. We rejoice! 


THE ‘‘CHRIST’’ IN CHRISTMAS 


Willis D. Mathias 

An elderly lady with a shopping bag 
bulging with packages wrapped in Christ- 
mas paper was explaining to an old ae- 
quaintance whom she chanced to meet on 
the electric car that she had now nearly 
completed her Christmas shopping except 
for a few last-minute presents. She con- 
cluded by saying, ‘‘My money is all gone, 
but I expect to get gifts from all the peo- 
ple to whom I give a Christmas package.’’ 
The shopper’s friend then gave a soliloquy 
on Christmas shopping. In brief it was as 
follows, ‘‘I buy a lot of presents for no 
one in particular, but just have them on 
hand to pass out to the people who remem- 
ber me with gifts.’ 

Of course we can see that the two char- 
acters of this life sketch had the idea con- 
cerning Christmas that it was a time for 
‘‘bartering’’ with gifts. Are there not 
many of us who make Christmas just that 
and very little more? A time for bargain- 
ing with each other, while in the disguise 
of a ‘‘friendly giver.’’ 

Can this type of unwholesome Christmas 
activity continue without marring the true 
significance of the Christmas season? Is 
it not high time that we repudiate this’ fal- 
lacious Christmas period tendency and 
give more earnest attention to what Christ- 
mas should really mean in the life of our 
civilization today? 

Jesus Christ,—the revealer of the Christ- 
like God,—whose birth we commemorate 
during the Christmas season each year, 
surely is deserving of having His birthday 
celebrated in a more Christ-like fashion- 
If only the Church members in our ¢oun- 
try, those who claim to be His followers— 
not to mention the large group of un- 
Churehed—would have the Christ-like 
spirit in the giving of gifts at Christmas 
time, how much more joyous the Christmas 
season would become for them. 
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A Study of the Constitution of the Reformed Church 


The subject of an adequate constitution 
of whieh Dr. Charles E, Schaeffer’s articles 


in the ‘‘Messenger’’ lately treated is 
worthy of most serious consideration. 
Thanks are due him for discussing the 


matter so fully and 
tution now in foree in many respects does 
not meet the demands of present condi- 
tions in the Chureh and in the world. We 
are living in a going world, and in these 
latter days it has been going at a wond- 
rously rapid rate. Human productions do 
not last. They grow old quickly. As con- 
ditions change, and change they will, con- 
stitutions need to be changed, modified, 
amended, revised, reformed, Dr, Schaeffer 
has opened the door to this field of inves- 
tigation and study, and it is to be hoped 
that others will enter and consider the sub- 
ject from every point of view. 


clearly. The consti- 


The purpose of this paper, however, is 
not to point out the needs of a new con- 
stitution, but to discuss the organic nature 
of the present one. The general principles 
underlying this feature of the old would 
necessarily also govern any new one that 
might be formed. The organie nature of 
all living things is an everlasting fact. 


St. Paul compares the Church of his day 
to the human body, which has many or- 
gans and members, but these are all in- 
separably united in one body. So we who 
are many, he says, are one body in Christ 
and severally members of one another. 
Rom 12:5. What is the Reformed Church? 
It is a group of Christians organized in 
one body according to a constitution based 
on the Word of God. The men who formu- 
lated the constitution and the Classes that 
adopted it were fully persuaded that its 
requirements are based on the expressed 
teaching of the Gospel or upon inferences 
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elearly involved in that teaching. Accord- 
ing to the constitution the Réformed 
Church is constituted of the General Synod, 
the District Synod, the Classes, the Con- 
sistories, the congregations and the mem- 
bers. All these parts taken together con- 
stitute the Church. The General Synod is 
not the Chureh; it is the head, but the 
head eould not exist without the body, as 
the body could not without the head. The 


congregations and members are not the 
Reformed Church, although there could be 
no Church without them. But all the mem- 
bers,. congregations and judicatories taken 
together form the Church, All the different 
parts are not only united in and with the 
body, but they are also vitally connected 
with each other; or, as the Apostle ex- 
presses it, they are ‘‘severally members 
of one another.’’ No part of the Chureh 
exists independent, separate and alone. If 
it did, it would die to the Reformed 
Chureh. The individual member does not 
stand alone by himself. He belongs to the 
congregation. His name is on the roll. 
He belongs to the Classis, is counted in 
its statistics, The congregation is not in- 
dependent; it belongs to the Classis, to 
the Synods, to the Church as a whole. 
The General Synod belongs to the whole 
Church; is connected with every part and 
portion of it. The Reformed Chureh is 
healthy, vigorous and efficient when every 
part of it from the member up to the 
General Synod functions properly and per- 
forms its work. And St. Paul says: when 
one member suffers all suffer. When the 
least member of the human body fails to 
function all the members in the body will 
be affected to that extent. The same is 
true in the Church. If one member fails 
to pay his dollar to Foreign Missions the 
congregation, Classis and General Synod 
will each in its turn be short one dollar. 
If one member in each congregation of 
the Church is derelict in the same way the 
General Synod will be short $1,735, and if 
five members in each congregation fail in 
the same way the General Synod will be 
short $8,675. When one member fails, the 
whole body is afflicted. 

Another phase of the subject will be 
considered in the next communication. 


Rural Life Problems in Japan 


In contemplating the rural life of Japan 
one thinks first of the rice fields. Square 
upon square of little rice paddies, flooded 
with water from mountain streams, mark- 
ed with long even rows of the standing 
grain, is the scene which chiefly claims the 
attention of the country traveller. And 
this is the job which chiefly claims the 
attention of the country people. The time 
of planting and cultivation in the spring 
and the time of harvesting in the fall are 
the busy seasons of the year. Men and 
women and children, all the members of 
the farmer’s household, are marshalled to 
the all-important task of rice growing, 
while education and religion and such 
lesser life interests stand by. 

In certain sections of Japan the matter 
of first importance is not rice, but silk. 
Silk-worms demand a diet of mulberry 
feaves, and so these districts are marked 
with acres and acres of mulberry trees. 
Feeding time is the busy season. Leaves 
are plucked from the trees and earried to 
the homes where the silk-worms are wait- 
ing in long flat bamboo baskets, tier on 
tier, around the walls of the room. One 
at a time they are taken down, covered 
with leaves and replaced. The hungry 
worms, cutting the leaves, fill the air with 
a ceaseless din, The business of feeding 
demands constant attention through all the 
hours of day and night. All hands turn 
to the task of waiting on His Majesty the 
Silk-worm; schools are closed and other 
labors cease till the busy season is over. 

Notwithstanding the recent amazing in- 
dustrialization of Japan, sixty per cent of 
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the people are living and working on the 
farms. In North Japan the figure is higher 
still, amounting to seventy-five per cent 
of the population. It is important, there- 
fore, for us, who seek to render service 
to the people of Japan, to understand the 
problems of rural life in that country. We 
cannot, of course, within the seope of this 
article, enter very deeply into the subject, 
but will consider briefly the economic, 
social and educational problems together 
with present methods of solution. 

The farmer of Japan is not the owner 
of a big tract of land on which he may 
reap the full benefit of all his labor. Half 
a dozen farmers may work within sight 
and calling distance of each other, each on 
his own little rented plot of ground, work- 
ing it intensively, trying to make it bear 
enough to pay the rent and to support his 
family. Rents are usually paid in shares 
of rice and vegetables (or whatever the 
crop may be). The proportion differs in 
different localities, amounting (in Niigata, 
Saitama and the Kwansai districts) to as 
high as forty per cent of the crop. 

Conservative methods of farming and 
marketing add to the economic difficulties 
of the farmer. With few exceptions the 
tools used are simple and primitive. The 
illustration shows the women, burdened 
with the charge of children, at work till- 
ing the soil for the planting of rice. The 
old-fashioned instrument used, a cross be- 
tween a pick and a hoe, is called a kuwa, 
This conservatism in methods of farming 
is due in large measure to ancestor wor- 
ship. Honor to the fore-fathers, by the 
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continued use of old-fashioned ways of 
doing things, is a greater obligation than 
efficiency, ‘‘The ancestor worship of the 
past,’’ says one of our Japanese pastors, 
‘“must become: posterity worship of the 
future if rural Japan is to keep step with 
the world.’? New machinery must be in- 
troduced that will make the men more 
efficient and release the women for the 
proper care of children. Direct co-opera- 
tive methods of buying and selling must 
be employed. 

As for machinery, a step in the right di- 
rection has already been taken, In cer- 
tain sections the farmers have formed 
clubs for the purchase of modern machin- 
ery, each machine to be used in common by 
a number of the farmers. Through the in- 
fluence of Toyohiko Kagawa, Japan’s great 
Christian industrial leader, powerful or- 
ganizations of farmers in the vicinity of 
Osaka are being formed not only for the 
purchase of machinery, but for buying seed 
and food and clothing and all other neces- 
sities, as well as for the most advantageous 
marketing of farm products. These organ- 
izations promise to go a long way toward 
the settlement of the economic problems 
of the Japanese farmer. One aim of. the 
organization is the establishment of cor- 
porations such that the farmer may be 
able to buy from, as well as sell to, a 


single big company controlled by himeelf = 
and his fellow farmers, ‘and these com- yo 
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After a long period of high-handed oppres- 
sion a more democratic and friendly rela- 
tionship is beginning to grow up between 
the landlords and the tenants, enabling 
the latter gradually to purchase the land 
upon which they labor. 

The farmers, as well as the laborers, are 
gradually finding their way into polities, 
though they are as yet but poorly organ- 
ized. In a recent election the number of 
votes for the farmer-labor candidates was 
larger than that for any other political 
group; but the number of these candidates 


was so large, and the vote so divided, that. 


none of them was elected, Realizing the 
economic straits of the farmers, the Tan- 
aka cabinet recently planned to exempt 
them from.the payment of the national 
tax. Under this scheme the village or 
local tax was to be correspondingly en- 
larged, enabling the farmers to improve 
local conditions. 

The social problem in rural China differs 
but little. in kind at least, from the cor- 
responding problems in other lands. Work- 
ing hours are too long and work too hard. 
Life on the farm grows monotonous and 
young folks seek the social advantages of 
the city. Once with a group of Japanese 
workers I travelled through the mountains 
of South Aizu, earrying a small motion 
picture machine and showing pictures each 
night in some hotel or school house. For 
most of the children who witnessed the 
**show’’ these were the first motion pic- 
tures they had ever seen. Farm life must 
be made interesting through the more ex- 
tended use of motion pictures and radio, 
through the introduction of musicals and 
libraries and through the development of 
sports. Hours need to be shortened and 
labor lightened that the workers might 
have leisure and inclination for such 
things. , 

But a more important need in rural 
Japan is that of an education built around 
the central purpose of keeping the young 
people on the farms. As for primary edu- 
eation rural Japan is on the whole far 
better situated than rural America. The 
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country is more densely settled and each 
school, serving as it does a larger number 
of patrons, can have larger and better 
buildings and finer equipment and employ 
a greater number of teachers than corres- 
ponding schools in America. But when 
grade work is completed the brightest and 
best of the students are attracted to in- 
stitutes of higher learning in the cities, 
and only a small proportion of these return 
to the farms. Schools of higher education 
are needed right in the heart of the rural 
districts, schools designed to fit the stu- 
dents for service on the farm. 


This is another need to which Kagawa 
San, the great friend of the farmers, has 
turned his attention. His first school ‘for 
farmers was established near Osaka. Here, 
in seasons of leisure for the farmers, are 
taught science and philosophy and re- 
ligion, all linked up to the central theme 
of agriculture and rural life. The leaders 
in this movement are Kagawa, Yoshida 
and Sugiyama, the last named (a native of 
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North Japan), being the leader of the 
national organization of farmers, Two 
other schools in separate villages have 
been been established and are being con- 
dueted by these three leaders. A two 
weeks’ course is given in each of the 


schools in turn, about ten teachers are em- 
ployed and many young men are in attend- 
ance. This is the third year for these 
schools. They are serving as models and 
already others, established and conducted 
along similar lines, are springing up in 
different parts of Japan, 


Such are the problems of rural Japan 
and such the way in which they are being 
attacked. The attacking force is valiant, 
but too small and poorly equipped. If our 
mission in Japan includes the whole life 
of the people it includes just such problems 
as these in the rural districts. Leaders are 
needed, both native and foreign—leaders 
who, like Kagawa San, are skilled in hand 
and head and heart to minister to the 


needs of the country people. 


Trip (made with a group of Japanese workers) through the 


mountains of South Aizu, carrying a 
machine and showing pictures each night 


school house, 


small motion picture 
in some hotel or 


A Letter From London 


BY ALBERT DAWSON 


(A Rewarding Interpretation of Men and Events Across the Sea) 


The Episcopal Church in Scotland has 
decided by a large majority to substitute 
the word ‘‘cherish’’ for ‘‘obey’’ in the 
bride’s vow. 


Mr. Lloyd George Indicts the Churches 


*¢ As one who was a Minister at the time 
the Great War was declared, I say that, 
if all the Churches of Christendom had 
suddenly come out and said, ‘Halt! this 
murder must not begin,’ there is not a 
minister of a monarch who would have 
dared to have done it.’’? That is Mr. 
Lloyd George’s latest public pronounce- 
ment. He asserts, ‘‘Not only has the 
Church made no progress with its mission 
of peace on earth and good will amongst 
men, but it has gone back.’’? More young 
men are being trained to kill each other 
today than at any previous time. ‘‘ What 
is the Church doing?’’ the ex-Premier de- 
mands. ‘‘The Church will ultimately be 
judged not by its doctrines, but by its 
deeds. If the Christian Churches were 
united they could foree disarmament on 
the world.’’? Dr. Scott Lidgett confesses 
himself in complete agreement with Mr. 
Lloyd George, but points out that in 1914 
it was not the will but the machinery that 
was lacking. The machinery which did 
not then exist is now provided by the 
World Alliance for promoting Interna- 
tional Friendship through the Churches. A 
special character was given to the 11th 
Annual Assembly of the British Council 


held in Manchester in June by the pres- 
ence as its guests of 20 German pastors 
representing every part of their country. 
Responding to the Lord Mayor’s greeting, 


THE CHILD OF THE NEAR EAST 
By May E. Bullock 


Little Lord Jesus, when you were here, 

You were a Near East Babe so dear, 

In Bethlehem town where you were born 

Near East babes are playing this morn. 

In the carpenter shops of Nazareth 
Town, 

Near East boys walk up and down. 

These are your brothers and sisters 
small, 

Who for love of you have lost their all. 


As Wise Men brought you their gifts 
from afar j 

Following beams of a silvery star, 

So we eat a Golden Rule meal today 

And share with the children of Far- 


away 

Who live in the land and walk on the 
street 

That once knew the pressure of your 

_ dear feet 

Doing to them, as we’d like to do 

If the Near East babe, dear Lord, were 
YOu. 


Dr. Dibelius, of Berlin, said: ‘‘My special 
message is that the German Churches to- 
day are anxious to do all they can for in- 
ternational friendship and peace, and that 
the German nation as a whole is behind 
the Churches in this matter.’? The topic 
of the opening meeting was ‘‘ Friendship 
through religion a substitute for armed se- 
eurity,’? and Pastor J. W. Sommer, of 
Frankfort, stressing the fact that inter- 
national friendship is not a political ques- 
tion, but fundamentally a religious one, 
said that the movement for which the Alli- 
ance stood brought to them a very real 
sense of the unity of Christians through- 
out the world. History had proved * 
‘‘armed security’? to be a contradiction. 
Competition in armaments created a bad 
moral atmosphere, in which an explosion 
might be caused automatically and a war 
begun the end of which no one could fore- 
see. The German visitors were hospitably 
received at Lambeth Palace by the Arch- 
bishops of Canterbury and York and were 
welcomed at Westminster Abbey and the 
House of Commons, and they visited vari- 
ous religious and social centres in differ- 
ent parts of the country. This was 
the first visit of the kind since 1909, and 
there was not one jarring note during the 
whole time. Everywhere there was dis- 
played not only desire to understand, but 
a spirit of Christian brotherhood that made 
mutual understanding possible. 
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British Congregationalist Pilgrims 


The 1,200 British Congregationalists 
have returned in jubilant mood from their 
Pilgrimage to the haunts and shrines of 
the Pilgrim Fathers in America, and: loud 
in their praise of their hospitable recep- 
tion. ‘‘The whole tour has been a triumph 


in every respect,’’? writes the editor of 
the ‘‘Christian World.’’ ‘‘America fairly 
rose to this great Pilgrimage and the 
fruits will be everlasting,’’ declares the 


Rey. Albert Sleep, who organized the trip. 
‘¢The whole tone of the visit,’’ he adds, 
‘‘has made for international peace, and I 
know that as a result of our visit there 
will be understanding minds and hearts re- 
garding America in 1,200 British homes.’’ 
““The reception we met with was over- 
whelming,’’? says Dr. S. M. Berry, the 
leader of the Pilgrimage, ‘‘and the gist 
of our message to the American people was 
that we are prepared to co-operate with 
them in anything that will help to secure 
world peace.’’ The Rev. Dorothy Wilson, 
assistant minister at Carr’s Lane Church, 
Birmingham, says, ‘‘The Americans simply 
could not do too much for us.’’ Dr. J. D. 
Jones, reviewing the tour, confesses that 
words fail to speak of the kindness of the 
American hosts. ‘‘Who that shared in the 
experiences will ever forget the visit to 
beautiful Lexington, and the perfectly 
wonderful day we had at New Plymouth, 
the gracious hospitality of the Bostonians, 
and that immense banquet at New York 
on the Friday evening when as Dr. Berry 
said, there was magic in the air and a 
great thrill of emotion passed through the 
2,000 assembled guests? These things will 
be preserved for ever in the treasure-house 
of memory. But the Americans said that 
we had done them good. They were glad 
to have us in their homes. And the prepa- 
rations for our coming united the Congre- 
gational forces together as they had never 
been united before. The Americans were 
almost overwhelmingly generous in the 
appreciation of the good done by the visit, 
but even after discounting American kind- 
ness, I think it is simply true that our 
visit did leave a blessing behind, and this 
it certainly did, it laid bonds of friendship 
between English and American Congrega- 
tionalists such as no International Council 
ever succeeded in doing. And it will 
probably have the effect of making the 
next International the most representative 
of the series. We shall certainly wish by 
the warmth of our welcome to the Ameri- 
ean delegates to show our gratitude for 
the extraordinary kindness they showed to 
us pilgrims. ’? 


Angelican Bishops and the Prayer Book 


Bad as was the situation caused by the 
British Parliament’s rejection of the Re- 
vised Prayer Book, it has if possible, after 
the Bishops’ well-intentioned attempt to 
deal with it, become worse; the cleavage 
between extremists in the Chureh of Eng- 
land is accentuated or certainly more ap- 
parent. This is due to two reasons: first, 
the perversity and lack of charity of cleri- 
cal partisans, and, second, misunderstand- 
ing on the part of many lay folk, The 
position could not be.left as it was after 
the vote of the House of Commons. Some- 
thing had to be done to meet the emerg- 
ency pending a permanent settlement, 
which will necessitate readjustment of the 
relations between Church and State. It 
is universally agreed that the Prayer Book 
of 1662 cannot be strictly adhered to: 
‘there must be some illegalities,’’ says 
Lord Hugh Cecil, ‘‘the only question is 
what illegalities.’’ The Bishops must 
draw a line, allowing some things and for- 
bidding others. It is only common sense 
and fairness that the variations allowed 
should be those which the Bishops approve. 
Therefore they propose that for the time 
being the form and standard should be the 
Prayer Book of 1928. The Bishop of Win- 
chester claims that the policy announced 
by the Bishops is the only one possible in 
the circumstances; certainly, to the im- 
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partial mind it is the only wise and just 
one. To the ery that the Bishops want to 
act unconstitutionally Lord Hugh Ceeil 
replies that the Bishops have not resisted, 
but have accepted and recognized the de- 
cision of Parliament not to change the 
law: ‘‘they are doing the best they can to 


LONELY CONQUEROR 


On lofty crag, with sword in sinewed 
arm, 
He stands, the loneliest warrior of 
all time; 
Who laughed at love and called his 
, sword a plow 
To till the flesh of men in furrows 
wide 
And plant in crimson loam inglori- 
ous seed. 
far below, ribbons of water 
flow; 
Far overhead, the watching vultures 
soar; 
Waves of treetops sway in moaning 
winds 
That bear a dirge down vale and glen 
Until the songsters feel the fear of 
song 
And panic seizes rocks where ser- 
pents hide. 
Deeper and deeper broodings wake 
in him 
While somber shades enshroud the 
cheerless skies 
Beyond a mournful sun. The man of 
war! 
Achievement is complete in loneliness 
And conqueror must quell the pain 
of night. : 


Far, 


Daylight comes a stealthy visitor 

To spy on kneeling man in effort 
bent 

Before inverted sword whose shadow 
lies 

Over his face so wrapt in industry. 

In heaps nearby lies plastic clay to 
mould 

The image of a purpose thrilling 
him,— 

His fingers ply what inner urge and 
zeal 

Fashion from memories of youthful 
strength. 

Is it evil that he moulds?—Is it 
good? 

Only the Light of Life shall see 

What lonely warrior wrought in 
agony; 

Only the empty earth shall know’ 

What set his heart and hand aglow! 

Yet there upon that lofty crag of 
stone 

It stands eternally, created alone. 

The image done, these words were 
cried: 

‘*The thing I mould is crucified!’’ 

And falling prone before his work, 

He smiled upon his sword and died. 

He never saw another night. 


And the rivers flow; the vultures 
soar; 

And the winds sway over the trees; 

If the soul of the warrior hovers low 

It may sing of new victories, 


—Henry Linford Krause. 


get some sort of order under that obsolete 
law, which Parliament insists on keeping 
unchanged.’’ Chancellor P. V. Smith, a 
high authority on ecclesiastical law and 
the legal questions involved in the inter- 
relations between Church and State, de- 
clares that, in proposing that the recogniz- 
ed limits of deviation should be those laid 
down in the Revised Prayer Book, ‘‘ which 
though not possessing the force of law 
have the support of constitutional princi- 
ple,’’? have adopted what appears to him 
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to be normally and logically the right 
course: ‘‘Any other alternative,’’ he 
says, ‘‘would, from a technical point of 


view, be equally lawless, and at the same 
time would have no principle behind it.?’ 


The Verdict of the Synods 

The Bishops, so far from acting with a 
high hand, invited the Synods of clergy in 
all the dioceses to express their mind on 
their proposals. The verdicts, up to the 
time of writing, go to show that the Bish- 
ops may look for the general support of 
their clergy in administering the policy 
proposed, except in two important dioceses 
—London and Liverpool. Held in St. 
Martin’s Church, the London Synod, whieh 
had not been convened for 400 years, was 
attended by over a thousand clergy and 
was a very impressive occasion. Bishop 
Winnington-Imgram pleaded hard for sup- 
port for his Episcopal brethren, but the 
answer on five questions submitted was in 
the negative, by majorities ranging from 
50 to over 400, this last being against 
permanent reservation of the consecrated 
elements. The two proposals to which the 
Synod assented (by majorities of less than 
50 on a total vote of 1,000) were that 
the Bishop should allow reservation for 
cases of known sickness, and that, for the 
sake of peace in the Church, practices con- 
sistent neither with the Book of 1662 nor 
with the amended Book of 1928 should 
cease, Liverpool Synod appealed to the 
Bishop to take steps to set the diocese free 
from further controversy, to direet its 
energies into more effective work for God, 
and to this end to secure an interval for 
fuller reflection. Syodical disapproval is 
not due to the view that the Bishops’ pro- 
posals are illegal, but to objection, first, on 
the part of Anglo-Catholics to some things 
that would be prohibited, and, second, on 
the part of Evangelicals to some things 


that would be permitted. The former explain - 


that their vote in the London Synod was 
not against the practice of the permanent 
Reservation of the Consecrated Elements, 
but the expression of a determined refusal 
on the part of Anglo-Catholics to aecept 
the conditions laid down in the rubries in 
question, either in the. Book of 1927 or 
that of 1928. On the other side, Evangeli- 


cals declare that they are opposed to the 


whole plan ‘‘because it is contrary to 
Scripture.’’ ‘‘And so,’? comments one 
who was present in St. Martin’s, ‘‘these 
two mutually exclusive extremists join 
forces to rejeet the whole scheme.’’ Thus 
the present critical situation is due to want 
of tolerance on the part of the two extreme 
wings in the Church. The Bishop of 
Southwark warns them that unless its in- 
ternal differences are speedily adjusted 
ruin may confront the Chureh. It is ob- 
vious that peace is impossible unless sacri- 
fices are made. This note is also struck by 
Dr. Temple, Archbishop-designate of York. 
In his pamphlet on the ‘‘Genius of the 


Church of England,’’ he says it is worth — 


while for every party to make at least 
some sacrifice for the sake of fellowship 
with others. The Bishop of Gloucester, 
writing before the Synod met, deelared 
that it is apparent in most dioceses that the 


Bishops have behind them the vast major- 


ity of the clergy in any proposal to ad- 
minister discipline on the basis of the 1662 


Prayer Book as modified by that of 1928. 


The Enigma of Aimee McPherson 


During the ten days she spent in London — 


ruffled the waters of the metropolis—prot 
ably the journalistic waters more than 
others, Not for many years has a religiou 
speaker been reported and written abow 
so much in the secular press as 
Los Angeles evangelist. Rarely have 
many conflicting views been pee sed 
about an evangelistic mission 

posite estimates formed of a eo 
sonality. It was certainly a da 
periment to engage the Albert E 
ing about 10,000 people, for a 


© 


-*Sale of Salvation.’ 
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£200 a day), and it is not surprising that 
though at the beginning the Hall was be- 
seiged, the audiences afterwards fell off. 
Mrs. McPherson, however, professes her- 
self completely satisfied; in fact she says 
that her week in London was the best in 
her life. This is the comment of the 
**Christian,’’ the leading evangelical or- 
gan: “‘Tt is not necessary to impugn her 
own sincerity in order to state emphatic- 
ally that we believe her teaching to be de- 
lusive, and not truly representative of 
the mind of Christ. Moreover, in the judg- 
ment of many, no honour is done to the 
cause of the Lord Jesus by the exploitation 
of a human personality, as Mrs, McPher- 
son’s is exploited. There is much that is 
nauseating in all the chatter about her 
dresses, her visits to ‘beauty parlours,’ her 
hotel apartments, and so on. Even the 
plain man should be able to distinguish be- 
tween a film star and a servant of Christ.’’ 
An article in the ‘‘Methodist Times’’ by 
**A Candid Correspondent,’’ who pleaded 
for ‘‘fair play for the American evangel- 
ist,’? provoked a very strong protest from 
Sir Henry Lunn, who wrote: ‘‘I have read 
with very great regret the apologia that 
you published in your paper for that no- 
torious woman, Aimee McPherson. Any 
more damning presentation of the work of 
an evangelist than hers cannot well be 
imagined, and it is a scandal of the first 
magnitude that any respectable paper 
should attempt to defend her. We are ex- 
ceedingly in danger in this country of hav- 
ing evangelists making money by these so- 
ealled ‘free-will offerings.’ I am writing 
at length on this matter in the next num- 
ber of the ‘Review of the Churches,’ in an 
article entitled ‘Demas as Evangelist in 
1928.’? This article was actually in type 
before Aimee McPherson arrived in this 
country, and I wrote because of things I 
learned in my journey around the world of 
that scandal that is being created by the 
When our Lord in 
His anger overturned the tables of the 
money changers, He dealt with an evil less 
than that which exists in the Christian 
Church today through the scandal of these 
people like Billy Sunday and Aimee Me- 
Pherson, accumulating actually millions of 
dollars, and our own evangelists follow- 
ing in the wake as well as they are able.’’ 
At the back of people’s minds is the re- 
membrance of Mrs. McPherson’s mysteri- 
ous disappearance some months ago, and 
ignorance of what really happened. 
Dean Inge and Sudden Conversions 

Diseussing the question whether human 
character changes rapidly, Dean Inge 
doubts whether Benjamin Jewett was right 
in thinking that sudden and yet permanent 
conversion, ‘‘marked by ecstatic and un- 
usual phenomena,’’ was the rule in the 
early Church. The Dean says the apostles 
were not all like Methodist revivalists or 
American hot-gospellers. ‘‘The two most 
famous examples are of very doubtful 
validity. St. Paul’s conversion probably 
began when he witnessed the heroic death 
of Stephen and heard his last words. He 
had been a zealot before and a zealot he 
remained; he hated the Church until he 
eame to know it, and then gave himself 
to preaching the Gospel.’’ As for St. 
Angustine, the Dean says, ‘‘If we read the 
short essays which he wrote at the time of 
his conversion, we get a very different im- 
pression from that which he gives us, quite 
honestly, in the famous Confessions. The 
change was not at all sudden. He ap- 
proached Christianity gradually, by way 
of the Platonists.’? What then is the 
truth about sudden conversions? ‘‘The 
American revivalist, who likes to stand on 
a bench waving a chair, and talking, in a 
rather excruciating manner, about his soul, 
ean tell you the day and hour of his con- 
version. The Roman Catholic, who does 


not talk about his soul except to. his 
father-confessor, thinks that it is possible, 


but very unusual. 
grace 


The normal means of 


are sacramental. The Anglican, 
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CHRISTMAS 


Samuel Z, Beam, D. D. 


This is the day the Lord hath made 

To celebrate His royal birth, 

When He, in human flesh arrayed, 

Revealed good will and peace on 
earth. 


When God no longer could withhold 

What seers and prophets long fore- 
told: 

That Christ would come to save our 
race; 

His love prevailed through Sov- 
ereign grace, 


Down from the shining courts above 
He hastened with redeeming love; 

Born from a Virgin pure and sweet, 
In Him divine and human meet. 


In Him, the heaven-born Virgin’s 
Child, 

God and mankind are reconciled, 

And so the angels on the plain 

Ring out the song in glad refrain: 


““Glory to God this day on earth, 

Which witnessed the Redeemer’s 
birth; 

To men of His good will be peace, 

Who from their sins have found 
release.’’ 


Tiffin, Ohio. 


who never talks about his soul to anybody 
at all, and dies as if he had a secret with 
his Maker, agrees with the Roman Catho- 
lic.’?’? Dr. Inge adds: ‘‘John Wesley at 
one time thought that all conversions were 
sudden and conscious; Wesleyan ministers 
today tell me that their experience is quite 
different. It is plain that the experience 
comes when young people have been taught 
to expect it; in the soul-life imagination 
plays a large part.’?’ Upon this the 
““Methodist Times’’ comments: ‘‘Sudden 
conversion is not the normal method of en- 
try into the new life today. The teaching 
of the past generation has had its expected 
effect. In the case of young people es- 
pecially, the work of grace is a process, 
though decision is a definite act. Our Cen- 
tral Missioners could supply Dean Inge 
with numerous examples of sudden conver- 
sion. Our experience, indeed, is that such 
conevrsions can be looked for at all times 
by men and women who preach the great 
Evangel, and that many such converts re- 
main to glorify God by transformed lives, 
and by the consecration of their lives to 


THE WORLD IS JUST A BIT 
POORER TODAY 


The world is just a bit poorer today, 

“Than it was but awhile ago; 

For a much loved soul has slipped 
away, 

There’s a newly made grave in the 
snow. 


The chair is empty, the dear voice 
still, 

But mem’ries are left to us here; 

For there is no one his place can fill, 

And life seems strangely drear. 


But through the dark that looms 
ahead, 

A heavenly light appears 

That bids us not to call him dead; 

But dry our foolish tears. 


It bids us smile, and carry on, 
For he whom we loved so dear 
Is happier in that fairer land,— 
We must not wish him here. 


a! Grace H. Poffenberger. 
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the achievement of His purpose of salva- 
tion,’’ 


The Dear Old Archbishop! 


For the first time in its long history the 
City of London has conferred its freedom 
upon an ecclesiastic. To the long roll of 
Statesmen, soldiers, scientists, discoverers, 
explorers, is now added the name of an 
Archbishop—Randall Thomas Davidson, 
Primate of All England. The scene and 
the ceremony in the ancient Guildhall, 
which is embodied history, was most im- 
pressive, but none of it was more memor- 
able than the figure and words of the vener- 
able Archbishop as he received the golden 
casket. His guiding star, he exclaimed, 
was the ideal and conviction expressed in 
a declaration signed eight years ago by five 
Prime Ministers within the British Em- 
pire. ‘‘It has become clear,’’ they wrote, 
““that neither education, science, diplom- 
acy, nor commercial prosperity, when allied 
with a belief in material forces as the 
ultimate power, are real foundations for 


EGS ot, In the recognition of the fact of 
the Divine Fatherhood and of the Divine 
purpose for the world which are central to 
the message of Christianity, we shall dis- 
cover the ultimate foundation for the re- 
construction of an ordered and harmonious 
life for all men.’’ Following the ex- 
ample of the City of London, the Borough 
of Lambeth, in which is the official resi- 
dence of the Archbishops of Canterbury, 
presented its freedom to Dr. Davidson, the 
Mayor testifying that during the quarter 
of a century of his residence among them, 
despite the overwkelming demands on his 
time, he had yet found leisure on all oe- 
casions to interest himself in the concerns 
—the joys and sorrows—of the citizens of 
Lambeth. At yet another function the 
Archbishop spoke words that will linger 
in the memory of those who heard them:— 
“When an old man like I am looks back 
on many years of life and compares today 
with the years one knew long ago, the 
outstanding differences are very marked 
indeed, and in the forefront is the faet 
that everybody is being more stirred by 
knowledge or information than they were 
before. But there is a rush and restless- 
ness and, perhaps, excitement about it 
which brings with it enormous perils, and 
you, the clergy, must be fit for this work. 
You must be better equipped than you are 
today, by thoughtful, thoroughgoing study 
of the larger questions and by a devotipn 
to prayer, perhaps at the sacrifice of other 
things. I am standing here today at the 
close of a long ministry. This may be my 
farewell word in some respects in parishes 
such as this, and I look back 54 years in 
the ministry of work and sacrament, 37 
years of a Bishop’s life, 25 years’ life as 
Archbishop, and I feel quite intensely that 
the change I have referred to should be 
making a change in everybody’s outlook 
upon that faith which came down to us 
from the past, which in simpler days could 
be understood more simply in one. way, but 
which is understandable just as simply 
now if we would think it out and pray 
about it, determined, in the face of all the 
unrest’ and unquietude and the inquiries 
that are raised about us, we are going to 
stand to the old truth.’’ A letter in the 
‘«Times’’? shows that Archbishop David- 
son is indeed, as I ventured to describe 
him recently in your columns, ‘‘a living 
epistle.’’ <A city pastor writes that the 
whole tone and temper of his speech in the 
Guildhall, together with the way in which 
he was received, surely make ordinary 
clergy resolve that they will ‘‘hbe strong 
and of a good courage’’ to do their jobs 
better in the light of his Grace’s wonder- 
ful life. ‘‘Let us, clergy and laity, not 
only listen and admire on November 4 at 
8 P. M. (when the Archbishop preached his 
farewell sermon in Canterbury Cathedral), 
but resolve to re-dedicate ourselves at our 
altars.’” 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. Dobbs Ehlman from Tokyo-fu, Ja- 
pan, to 71 Osawakawara, Morioka, Japan. 

Rev. Chas. H. Faust from Maytown, Pa., 
to Ruffsdale, Pa, 


Rev. Robert M. Stahl from 822 N. Cal- 
vert St., to 6915 York Road, Baltimore, 
Md. 

Rev. Clarence Woods from Columbus, 


Ohio, to 169 Marvin Ave., Akron, Ohio. 


We are very happy to announce that 
word has been received at the ‘‘Messen- 
ger’’ office that our Editor, Dr. Paul S. 
Leinbach, has been signally honored by 
his brethren of the editorial fraternity, in 
session at Rochester, N. Y., in that he has 
just been re-elected as President of the 
Editorial Council of the Religious Press, 
for the term of 4 years. It is certainly a 
recognition of leadership in the field of 
religious journalism which we believe 
should be shared with the readers of the 
‘‘Messenger.’’ Those of us who are at 
home, carrying on, most heartily unite in 
congratulating Dr, Leinbach on this splen- 
did recognition and honor. A.M.S. 


The representatives of our denomination 
at the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America, now in session in the 
city of Rochester, N. Y., organized by the 
election of Dr. Charles E, Schaeffer as 
Chairman, Professor Theodore F. Herman 
as Vice-President, and Dr. W. Stuart 
Cramer as Secretary. On the Committee 
of 100, which arranged for the program 
of this Council were Drs. George W. Rich- 
ards, Paul S, Leinbach, and Charles E. 
Schaeffer. Dr. Richards was also Chair- 
man of the Committee of Findings and 
Dr. Schaeffer one of the Secretaries of the 
Council. 


A correction. After reading a news- 
paper report that Nev. Frederick K. Stamm 
had resigned his pastorate of Calvary 
Church, Reading, Pa., we made mention of 
the fact. Since receiving a letter from 
Rev. Mr. Stamm contradicting the report 
we are glad to make. amend for this mis- 
statement in last week’s ‘‘Messenger.’’ 


The Every Member Canvass will be held 
Dee. 30 in Faith Church, Lancaster, Pa. 
Rev. D. G. Glass, pastor. Holy Commun- 
ion will be observed Jan. 6. 

In Heidelberg Chureh, Phila., Pa., the 
pastor, Rey. Paul W. Yoh, is giving illus- 
trated discourses commemorating the ter- 
centenary of the birth of John Bunyan, 
on Sunday evenings, Dee. 2-Jan, 20. 

In First Church, Berwick, Pa., Rev. 
Henry I. Aulenbach, Jr., pastor, an Every 
Member Canvass was held Dee. 9. The 
budget for current expenses was $4,500, 
and for Benevolence, $1,367. 


In St. Luke’s Church, Braddock, Pa., 
Rev, John A. Borger, pastor, a Teacher 
Training Class has been organized and 
meets weekly. The Christmas Service will 
be presented Dec. 23 at 7.45 P. M. Offer- 
ing for St. Paul’s Orphanage, 


“The Most Expensive Thing About the 
Church”, the empty pew, was the subject 
of the special sermon preached in Trinity 
Church, Tamaqua, Pa., on Dec. 2, by the 
pastor, Rev. Dr. A. C. Thompson. 


In the 17th Avenue Community Church, 
Denver, Colo., Rev, Dr. James T. Carlyon, 
pastor, the speaker at the 7.30 P. M. ser- 
vice was Dr. Harvey Hardman, of the 
Divine Science Church, who spoke on 
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| NEWS IN BRIEF 


Influence on 
in America.’? 


*“Modernism—lIts 
Life and Thought 


Religious 


A Dawn service will be held Christmas 
Day in Trinity Church, Mount Penn, Read- 
ing, Pa., Rev. Frederick A. Sterner, pastor. 
Holy Communion will be observd Jan. 13. 
Prof. Wallace, the blind organist, will give 
a program on Friday evening, Jan. 11, un- 
der the auspices of the Intermediate Dept., 
Mrs. F. O. Hartman, Supt. 


Prof. William Rupp Barnhart, of Pacific 
University, delivered an address on “De- 
veloping, Students’ Religious Ideals” at 
the annual conference of the Oregon Col- 
lege Association held at Reed College, 
Portland, Ore., Noy. 30. 


Thank Offering services under the au- 
spices of the local W. M. S., G. M. G. and 
Mission Band, were held in St. Stephen’s 
Church, Lebanon, Pa., Rev. Pierce E. 
Swope, pastor, on Sunday evening, Dec. 2. 
The address was delivered by Mrs. Paul 
Schaffner, of Laneaster, Pa. Offering, $137. 
Meeting was presided over by Mrs. Pierce 
E. Swope, President of the W. M. 8. 


The Thank Offering service was held in 
St. Luke’s Church, North Wales, Pa., Rev. 
John M. Herzog, pastor, on Nov. 18, with 
Miss Alliene DeChant as the speaker. Of- 
fering, $85. On Nov. 25, offering of $47.65 
was given to Ministerial Relief. The Con- 
sistory recently made a canvass of the 
membership and collected $1,018, which 
was applied on the Church’s indebtedness. 


The Thank Offering Service of the W. 
M. S. of St. Stephen’s Church, Perkasie, 
Pa., Rev. Howard Obold, pastor, was held 
Dee. 2. The address on ‘‘An Infinite 
Saviour’? was given by Rev. Arthur F. 
Butzin, Moravian Missionary among the 
Eskimo of the Kuskokwin River Delta in 
Alaska, The service was fine in every re- 
spect. Offering, $95.65. Mr. Russell S. 
Kramer gave an organ recital preceding 
the service. 


In Trinity Chureh, Canton, O., Rev. Dr. 
Henry N. Kerst, pastor, addresses were 
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made at the morning service, Dee. 2, on 
‘“The Reformed Churchmen’s Congress,’” 
by Prof. Karl Berns, Mr. William N. Fred- 
erick, and Mr. R, R. Krammes. ‘The 
Light of the World’’ will be presented on 
the evening of Dee. 23, under the diree- 
tion of Mrs. Ben E. Clarke, Miss Edith 
Grove and Mr. Earl W. Seibert. 


In Zion Chureh, Millersville, Pa., Rev. 
W. T, Brundick, pastor, the Every Member 
Canvass will be held Dec. 23. In the eve- 
ning a pageant, ‘‘The Nativity,’’ will be 
presented. ‘‘The Record,’’ the Church pa- 
per, says, ‘‘ ‘The Reformed Church Mes- 
senger’ makes a splendid Christmas gift 
for the entire family. It comes to your 
home 52 times in the year, full of the 
best Christian literature. It is just the 
thing for the family.’’ ‘ 


Church Paper Day was observed in Solo- 
mon’s Church, Macungie, Pa., Rev. L. G. 
Beers, pastor. Repairs amounting to $2,355 
have been made to the Church and rededi- 
cation services were held Dec. 9 with ad- 
dresses by former pastors, Rev. J. J. 
Schaeffer, and Simon Sipple, both of Al- 
lentown, Pa. <A ‘White Gifts for the 
King’’ service will be held and the gifts 
sent to Bethany Home. A Father and 
Son Banquet was held Nov. 16. 


In Calvary Church, Reading, Pa., Rev. 
Frederick K. Stamm, pastor, the Chureh 
School, Rev. F. C. Schlater, Minister of 
Religious Education, will hold a combined 
service in the evening of Dec, 23, and pre- 
sent the pageant, ‘‘ Why the Chimes Rang,’ 
and close with the annual ‘‘White Gifts . 
for the King’’ service. Mr. Calvin Noli 
has been elected to function as the Young 
People’s advisor. 


Beautiful weather and a late fall have 
combined to hasten the work on the edi- 
fice of the new Abbey Church in Hunt- 
ingdon, Pa., Rev. H. D. McKeehan, pastor. 
The new Church will be one of the finest 
of ‘the denomination and one of the best 
examples of Gothic in Pennsylvania. Vis- 
iting architects and builders have ex- 
pressed the opinion that, square foot for 
square foot, the exterior walls cannot be 
surpassed in America. Six colors of 
granite are being employed in the outer 
walls and the stone roof will be in gray, 
green and purple. 


In recent weeks there have been sev- 
eral special occasions at the Conover 
Church, Catawba Charge, N. C., Rev. W. 
R. Shaffer, pastor. Home Mission Sunday 
was observed, and the W. M. S. Thank 
Offering Service Was conducted. One of 
the outstanding events of the season was 
a “Doggie” Roast held by the men. This 
was the annual observation of the Father 
and Son get-together, and can be con- 
sidered a success in many ways. Not 
only did many of the men and boys of 
the Church attend, but many from the 
community. The speaker of the evening 
was Mr. Vance Havener, who presented 
“Fellowship” from a true Christian stand- 
point. The attendance in the various 
Churches continues to run high in spite 
of much sickness in their midst. At 
Brookford the numbers continue to grow. 
The consistory of this congregation sent 
a 100% delegation to the Annual Con- 
sistorial Conference held at Startown on 
Dec. 2. Here there is much interest in 
Kingdom Work. A well attended special 
service was held on Thanksgiving Day 
at Conover. At this time much interest 
is centered in the Christmas program. 
May God bless these folks in their effort 
to bring Christ closer. 
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A Thank Offering serviee was held in 
St. John’s Church, Evans City, Pa., Rev. 
Dr. Howard H. Long, pastor, on Dee. 2. 
The pageant entitled, ‘‘Inasmuch,’’ was 
given by 30 characters, and was highly ap- 
preeiated by the large audience, A Union 
Thanksgiving service was held on Thanks- 
giving evening in St. John’s Church; Rev. 
L. McMillen, of the Presbyterian Church, 
preached the sermon. 


In St. Paul’s Church, Stoyestown, Pa., 
Rev. William H. Snyder, pastor, the Home 
Mission Board’s program was effeetively 
carried out at the service Nov. 11. The 
Ministerial Relief service, entitled ‘‘The 
Shepherds Who Watch Over Our Souls,’’ 
was indeed of a high order. The various 
parts were willingly rendered by the 
young men of the Church. The offering for 
this worthy cause was a good one, and the 
members feel confident that they will reach 
their quota. 


On Sunday evening, Dee. 2, the Rev. 
Charles F. Brouse was installed as pastor 
of the Reformed Church at Sycamore, O. 
The committee, appointed by Central Ohio 
Classis, Elder John Holl, Revs. John F, 
Winter, and Gilbert O. Wernecke, had 
charge of the service. Choir and orches- 
tra added much to the impressiveness of 
the service. Rev. Mr. Brouse enters upon 
this work with much to encourage him. 
His people gave him a most cordial re- 
ception and manifested a hearty desire 
to co-operate with him. 


Members of Calvary Church, Lima, O., 
gathered in the Chureh basement on the 
evening of Nov. 27 in honor of him who 
had been their pastor for 7 years and 2 
months, Rev. E. Bruce Jacobs. In the 
words of Mr, Carl Boegel, who represented 
the congregation, it was not a farewell, 
but a ‘‘till we meet again.’’ The pastor 
was presented with money and the pas- 
tor’s wife with a necklace. Though Rey. 
Mr. Jacobs began his pastorate of Wilson 
Avenue Church, Columbus, O., Dee. 2, 
moving was held up somewhat until the 
parsonage was completely renovated, in- 
eluding hardwood floors throughout. 


Holy Communion was observed in the 4 
congregations of the Shrewsbury Charge, 


Hinliday Cheer 


Have you a relative or friend who would appreciate fifty-two 


Christmas gifts? 


sage. 


pon. 
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Pa., Rev. C. M. Mitzell, pastor, on Nov. 25 
and Dee. 2. The attendances were the best 
in the history of the- various Churches, for 
the winter communion, The preparatory 
services were also well attended. The 
young ladies and choir of Bethany repeated 
the pageant, ‘‘Christ in America,’’ in St. 
Paul’s Church, Shrewsbury, in the evening 
Dee. 2. The choir and male chorus of 
Bethlehem, Stiltz, held a musicale in the 
evening, Nov, 25. <A praise service was 
conducted in Bethany Chureh, New Free- 
dom, on the same evening, by the Calvin 
Class. Splendid addresses are given from 
time to time by 2 accomplished ladies, the 
Misses Mary Ilgenfritz and Mary Hershey, 
Elizabethtown College girls. The Union 
Thanksgiving service was held in Bethany 
Church, New Freedom, and Christ Luther- 
an Church, Shrewsbury, on Wednesday 
evening, Nov. 28. The sermon at Shrews- 
bury was preached by Rev. Mr. Mitzell. 

The 9th annual Cash Rally for the First 
Church, East Mauch Chunk, Rev. D. F. 
Singley, pastor, was held on Sunday, Dee. 
2. The goal this year was $1,000, the 
money to be used to pay the balance on 
the Ministerial Relief, the share on the 
State College Reformed Church Building 
Fund, and a gift to the Phoebe Deaconess 
Home at Allentown. Instead of raising 
the $1,000, we are glad to announce that 
a total of $1,202.50 was laid upon the altar 
on the above-mentioned date. We expect 
that by the time all of the envelopes are 
in that considerable more money will be 
received. Prior to this year the money for 
the Cash Rally was used for improvements 
around the Church and parsonage. Thus, 
it was decided that this year the money 
that would be received should be used for 
others instead of for the local Church. 
Most of the people gave just as liberally 
this year as they did when the giving was 
for themselves. 


In the Federated Reformed and Presby- 
terian Church, McConnellsburg, Pa., Rev. 
William J. Lowe, pastor, the Church year 
has opened with excellent prospects; the 
fall Communion service was well attended 
and the benevolent offerings were un- 
usually large. The Sunday School is seor- 
ing itself by the International Religious 
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Couneil chart; the Missionary Society pre- 
Sented its annual Thank Offering Service 
in the 8. 8. building, An interesting pro- 
gramme was rendered and a large offering 
received. The Ladies’ Bible Class served 
their annual Chicken and Pan Cake Sup- 
per at the Fulton Hotel. Ministerial Re- 
lief and Sustentation Sunday was observed 
with the use of the service prepared by 
the Board and a liberal offering given for 
the cause. A special service was held Dec. 
2 in the Presbyterian Church for the Old 
People and all those over 65 attending the 
service were presented with flowers. Plans 
are under way for the observance of the 
Christmas season. Union dawn and New 
Year’s Eve services are included in the 
program, also the observance of the an- 
nual Week of Prayer. 

In Grace Chureh, Washington, D. ©. 
Rey. Dr. Henry H. Ranck, pastor, Mr. Roy 
M. Bayless presented a 5-reel motion pic- 
ture showing 36 scenes of ‘The Life of 
Christ,’’? on Dee. 9, at the evening service. 
Dr, Ambrose M. Sehmidt will present the 
cause of the ‘‘Messenger’’ at the morn- 
ing service, Dee. 16. In the evening the 
Schubert Centennial will be celebrated by 
the rendition of many of his compositions. 
The S. 8. Christmas Festival will be held 
at 6.30 P. M., Dee. 23. There will be a 
Church Christmas Festival, beginning 
Christmas Eve at 11.30, and a Midnight 
Christmas Morning Service. Offerings at 
both services for the Hoffman Orphanage. 


In St. Peter’s Chureh, Lancaster, Pa., 
Rev, Charles D. Spotts, pastor, a Young 
People’s Christmas Service will be held in 
the evening of Dee. 16, when a pageant 
will be given. The Children’s Service will 
be held in the evening of Dee. 23, the of- 
fering for Bethany Orphans’ Home. The 
Annual Early Morning Service for Adults 
will be held Christmas Day, the offering 
for Ministerial Relief. The Young People’s 
Dept. will hold a special service for the 
boys and girls who have been away at 
school, on Dec. 30 at 6.30 P. M.; the meet- 
ing will close with a Communion service 
for those who will leave for school dur- 
ing the following week. Winter Holy 
Communion will be observed Jan. 13; this 
service will be the culmination of a Per- 
sonal Evangelism Campaign, condueted 
during the first week of January. Armi- 
stice and Home Mission Day was ob- 
served; a Congregational supper was held 
Nov. 15; and a Father and Son meeting 
was held Friday evening, Nov, 30. The 
goal of the Fall Ingathering Project is set 
for $1,000. 
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The outstanding December service in 
Trinity Church, Wilkinsburg, Pa., Rey. Dr, 
Harry NN. pastor, will be the 
Christmas Service, presented at 6.30 P. M. 
Dee. 23. ‘The Light of the Highway,’’ 
a pageant, will be included in the program. 
Offering for St. Paul’s Orphanage. The 
W. M. S. held its Thank Offering Service 
Nov. 25. The average 8S, 8. attendance in 
November was 393, in October, 441; 8 new 
scholars were added. Rev. Charles F. Ir- 
win, Supt. of the Adult Division of Alle- 
gheny Co, S. S. Association, gave an ad- 
dress at the 8S. S. Board Meeting on Nov. 
19. Dr. W. W. Martin has been elected 
President of the Men’s Bible Class. 

The W. M. S. and G. M. G. of Jerusalem 
Church, New Phila., O., Rev. H. N. Smith, 
pastor, held a joint Thank Offering ser- 
viee Dec. 2, The pageant, ‘‘Tired of Mis- 
sions’? was presented and made a favor- 
able impression. Offerings, W. M. S., 
$14.85; G. M. G., $25.53. In November the 
C. E. Society presented ‘‘Crusading With 
Christ.’’ The congregation recently com- 
pleted a small building for ‘‘Fred,’’ who, 
for a number of years, has taken care of 
the lawn and cemetery. In August his 
building was burned to the ground. All 
the labor on the new building was donated 
except the masonry. The members de- 
serve to be commended for providing a 
home again for this faithful servant. The 
Ladies’ Aid provided the furnishings, the 
G. M. G., dishes and food, and St. John’s 


Bassler, 


Ladies’ Aid, 2 warm comforts. Needless 
to say, ‘‘Fred is happy.’’ 
Rey. John C. Sanders, pastor of the 


Grindstone Hill and Marion, Pa., Churches, 
was sent as a delegate to the State S. S. 
convention held in Phila., through the 
kindness of the Marion §. 8. The 2 
Churches of the Charge furnished 50 of 
the 400 men at the Men’s Mass Meeting 
held at St. Thomas, Nov. 11. There were 
206 present at the autumn Rally in Heidel- 
berg S. S., Marion, in September. ®23344 
quarts of canned fruit and vegetables were 
sent to the Hoffman Orphanage. $41.50 
was sent to the Florida Relief Fund, We 
read in ‘*The Good News,’’ the parish 
paper, the following: ‘‘The Almanac and 
Year Book of the Reformed Church for 
1929 has made its appearance. Every 
family in the Charge ought to have a copy 
of this publication filled with so much valu- 
able information. From no other source 
can you secure so many items of current 
denominational history. It is in a class by 
itself. You ought to have one.’’ 

The W. M. S., the G. M. G. and the Mis- 
sion Band of St. John’s Church, Lebanon, 
Pa., Rev. Edgar F. Hoffmeier, D. D., pas- 
tor, held a combined Thank Offering ser- 
vice in the morning, Nov. 25. Dr. Jairus 
P. Moore was the speaker. Offering, $130. 
Dr. Moore was presented with a bouquet 
in honor of his birthday which came 2 
days later. Dr. Wm. M. Guilford, the 
Grand Old Man of the congregation, was 
96 years old:on Nov. 26. He and Mrs. 
Guilford are at services regularly on 
Sunday mornings. The Young People’s 
School will present Dr. Russell Bowie’s 
Christmas Pageant, ‘““The Pageant of the 
Kings,” on Sunday evening, Dec. 23. The 
High School pupils will entertain the Col- 
lege and Preparatory students at a party 
during the holiday week. The Primary 
School will have an afternoon party with 
Christmas tree, exercises and Christmas 
cakes. 

In Christ Church, Pittsburgh, Pa., Rev. 
F. L. Kerr, pastor, Home Mission Day of- 
fering was $223.75. This sum permitted 
a special gift of $10 to Hungarian work 
and the eancellation of the debt to the 
Home Mission Board. This debt, $5,000 
in Feb., 1906, was paid through the gift 


of the Board of one-half of the 1909 Home - 


Mission Day offering, $3,000, and the as- 
signment of $2,000 from the Forward 
Movement Fund, leaving a balance of 
$427.50, a special loan and interest. The 
Board kindly agreed to cancel the whole 
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amount in payment of $213.75, The 
Ladies Aid and Missionary Society held 


their Thank Offering-service with Miss 
Julia Olah, Homestead, as the speaker. 


Offering, $60. Christ Chureh owes a heavy 
debt to the Home Mission Board and the 
general Church, and promises to remem- 
ber this and give a good account of her- 
self in the future. 

The last session of the Standard Lead- 
ership Training School of Shippensburg, 
Pa., and vicinity, was held on Monday 
evening, Noy. 26. The School. was held 
under the auspices of the Shippensburg 
Council of Religious Education, with Rev. 
H. D. Althouse, pastor of Grace Church, 
as Dean. The instructors were Mrs. E. A. 
Lotham, Mrs. Wm. H. Stine, of Harris- 
burg; Dr. L. G. Rohrbaugh, of Dickinson 
College, and Dr. Warren Nevins, of Wil- 
son College. 149 students were register- 
ed, 68 taking the work for credit. 40 
students from Grace Church were en- 
rolled. Another School will be held in 
the spring. The W. M.S. of Grace Church 
held their Thank Offering service Sunday 
evening, Dec. 2. The G. M. G. gave the 
pageant, “Thankfulness Leads Where?” 
The G. M. G. offering was $35, and the 
W. M. S., $145. 

In First Church, Carlisle, Pa., Rev. R. E. 
Leinbach, pastor, the School of Religious 
Instruction held a 5-weeks’ course in the 
Bible School room, in which about 90 were 
enrolled from different denominations, and 
was so successful that a new 7-weeks’ 
course will be begun immediately. Schu- 
bert’s famous cantata, ‘‘Miriam’s Song of 
Triumph,’’ was rendered to a crowded audi- 
torium by the choir and organist, assisted 
by Mrs. Hippensteel, Mrs. Nickum, Miss 
Loose, Mrs. Liggett, and Messrs. Minnich, 
Zarner and Liggett. The Every Member 
Canvass begun on Noy. 18 has been prac- 
tically completed, and shows excellent re- 
sults. Average S. S. attendance in Novem- 
ber was 287; in October, 298. Dr. Hardy, 
of Dickinson College faculty, spoke to the 
School on Noy. 4. The Christmas Service 
will be held Dee. 24 at 11 P. M. and will 
continue until a few minutes past 12 0’- 
clock. ‘The S. S. entertainment will be 
held Dec. 23 at’7 P, M. 

Under the direction of Mrs. Howard E. 
Heckler, of Hatfield, Pa., 39 active mem- 
bers of the Cedar Crest College Club of 
Phila. assembled at noon for their regu- 
lar monthly meeting and luncheon at Wis- 
mer’s dining parlors, Lansdale, Pa., Dec. 
4. The meeting completed the 12th year 
since the organization of the club. The 
day was ideal; the cuisine excellent; the 
responses to the collection of dime calen- 
dars, distributed to friends of Cedar Crest 
College earlier in the year, were very 
gratifying. A large sum being thus do- 
nated enabled the club to meet all of its 
pledges for furnishing the reception room 
in the new home of Dr. W. F. Curtis, 
President of the College. Entertainment 
was furnished by Mrs. Robert Sloan, solo- 
ist; Miss Freis, pianist, and Miss L. 
Welsh, reader. Mrs. Walter Scott, the 
President, presided. The annual election 
of officers will be held at Phila., Pa., Jan. 
28, 1929, the hostesses being Mrs. Edward 
P. Bennett, Mrs. William F. DeLong and 
Mrs. Walter Scott. 


The meeting of the Ministerial Associa- 
tion of Western N. C. Classis was held on 
Monday, Dec. 3, at Maiden, N. C., with 
Rey. John A. Khoons as host. Rey. C. C. 
Wagoner led in the devotional period, 
reading from Eph. 6:1-10. Each one pres- 
ent then offered a word of prayer. This 
was followed by the Sermon Outline by 
Rev. Mr. Wagoner on the theme, “Pray- 
er.” Being an extremely important thing 
in the life of any Christian, a lively dis- 
cussion followed. The monthly book re- 
view was presented by W. R. Shaffer and 
was “Christ at the Round Table,” by E. 
Stanley Jones. The Committee in charge 
of the Consistorial Conference which was 
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held on Dec. 2, reported. The great value 
of such meetings was brought out with 
force. Time was taken following this re- 
port to offer a prayer for Dr. Kluttz in 
his illness. Rev. C. C. Wagoner, together 
with the Secretary, Rev. W. R. Shaffer, 
was authorized to write a note of cheer 
to him from the group. After a rising 
vote of thanks to Rev. Mr. Khoons for his 
kind hospitality, the meeting was ad- 
journed. 

A Memorial Service was held for Dr. 
David H. Fouse, former pastor of the 17th 
Avenue Community Church, Denver, Colo., 
on Noy. 25. The speakers were Dr. Wil- 
liam S. Friedman, ‘‘Dr. Fouse As a Civie 
Factor’’?; Mr. Homer W, Anderson, ‘‘Dr. 
Fouse As An Exponent of Service Club 
Philosophy’’; Dr. Duren J. H. Ward, **Dr. 
Fouse As a Friend’’; Mr. Mark T. Snod= 
grass, ‘‘Dr. Fouse As the Congregation 
Knew Fim,” and Dr J. CG Horning. In 
speaking for the congregation, Mr, Snod- 
grass said: ‘‘Dr. Fouse rarely had to be 
sent for—because he kept in such elose 
touch with his people that their needs were 
anticipated. When he called upon his 
people no plans needed rearrangement, for 
he fitted in to any occasion, and we only 
felt that another of the family had ar- 
rived.’’? At the close of Rabbi Friedman’s 
address he suggested that the name of the 
Church be changed to something like ‘‘The 
David H, Fouse Community Memorial,’’ 
and the congregation has taken it under 
serious consideration. The Memorial Fund 
amounted to more than $1,300. The in- 
terest and enthusiasm which Dr. Fouse in- 
spired is still manifest among the mem- 
bers, and there is a sincere desire to ‘‘ ear- 
ry on’’ with renewed vigor the work that 
was so dear to Dr. Fouse. ; 

The first Consistorial Conference of 
Central Ohio Classis took place in the 
Northern Section of Classis on Tuesday 
evening, Dec. 4, in St. John’s Church, 
Bucyrus. There was a splendid’ repre 
sentation of most of the congregations. 
In spite of rain and a cold disagreeable 
evening, many attended. A splendid spirit 
of co-operation on the part of pastors and 
laymen manifested itself throughout the 
conference. After a brief devotional 
period, the participation was excellent in 
a discussion regarding all the causes af- 
fected by the Apportionment, with spe- 
cial stress upon those coming through 
General Synod. The. Conference . was 
fortunate in having Dr. D. Burghalter in 
attendance. The slides, “Faithful Stew- 
ards,” arrived just in time for the Con- 
ference, but the lecture failed to make 
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its appearance. Every expression made 
was that the meeting had been extremely 
helpful and many felt that it would be 
profitable to meet more frequently. May 
the Lord add His blessing, and may His 
Kingdom grow and come. Rev. E. Fled- 
derjohann is chairman of the Missionary 
and Stewardship Committee. 

A Spiritual Retreat was held in Trinity 
Church, Hanover, Pa., Rey. Dr. Henry I. 
Stahr, pastor, on Dee. 5. Dr. Stahr pre- 
sided at the morning session, the devo- 
tional service was in charge of Rev. N. L. 
Horn, and addresses were made on ‘‘The 
Pulpit Message for the Modern Church,’’ 
by Revs. E. M. Sando, F. S. Bromer, and 
D. W. Bicksler; on ‘‘The Minister as Pas- 
tor,’’? by Revs, Dr. M. J. Roth, J. N. Faust, 
Dr. Fancis S. Lindaman, At the afternoon 
session, Dr. Roth presided and Rey. A. M. 
Wright was in charge of devotions. Ad- 
dresses were made on ‘‘What Can the 
Minister Do to Cultivate the Religious 
Life of the Home?” by Revs. Dr, H. I. 
Stahr, Roy W. Limbert, and Sidney S. 
Smith; on ‘‘The Problem of the New Mem- 
ber,’” by Revs. N. H. Hartman, N, L. 
Horn, M. E. Ness, and Dr. A. 8. De- 
Chant; on ‘‘The Spiritual Life of the 
Minister Himself,’’? by Revs. Paul D. Yo- 
der, A. M. Wright, and Dr. Harry D. 
Houtz. In the evening, a supper and 
Consistorial Conference of Gettysburg 
Classis were held in Hotel Richard Me- 
Allister, Hanover, Pa., Rev. Paul D. Yo- 
der, presiding. The program included ad- 
dresses on ‘‘ Nvangelism,’’ Rev. N. L. Horn, 
discussion opened by T. J. Winebrenner; 
“*The Kingdom Causes Represented by the 
Boards of our Church,’’ Roy D. Knouse, 
discussion opened by Rev. M. E. Ness; 
‘<The Every-Member Canvass,’’? Arthur 
Roberts, discussion opened by Rev. George 
W. Welsh; and ‘‘Christian Stewardship— 
Christianity in Practice,’’ Rev. Dr. Henry 
I. Stahr, discussion opened by Robert E. 
Hamm. The evening session was attended 
by more than 100 men and the whole day’s 
program was a splendid success. The pro- 
grams were arranged under the auspices of 
the Missionary and Stewardship Commit- 
tee, comprised of Revs. N. L. Horn, Paul 
D. Yoder, Dr. Henry I..Stahr, Dr. M. J. 
Roth, Hon. A. R. Brodbeck, and T. J. 
Winebrenner, 

MERCERSBURG CLASSIS MEN’S 

MEETING 

The 2nd annual meeting of the men of 
Mercersburg Classis, was held in Trinity 
Church, St. Thomas, Pa., on Sunday after- 
noon, Noy. 11. The meeting was planned 
under the auspices of the Missionary and 
Stewardship Committee of Classis consist- 
ing of Revs. John C. Sanders, G. Ermine 
Plott, William J. Lowe and Elder M. M. 
Gilland. : 

In response to the call for the meeting, 
more than 400 men tried to crowd them- 
selyes into the Church, but a large num- 
ber failed in finding even a place to stand 
in the hall-way. The committee in plan- 
ning these meetings had hoped to be able 
to visit all parts of the Classis, but with 
the growing interest such as was shown 
in the increase of attendance this year, 
possibly only the larger Churches can ac- 
commodate these ‘annual gatherings. Every 
congregation in the Classis was represented 
by delegations of men, the largest number- 
ing 72, another 45 and two delegations of 
43, . 

Following a devotional service in charge 
of the chairman of the committee assisted 
by several, members of classis, the address 
was made by Dr. Charles E. Schaeffer of 


Phila, With the inspiration of an audience , 


such as faced him, Dr. Schaeffer rose to 
the oceasion and delivered an_ address 
which was filled with helpful and impell- 
ing thought. The meeting in every detail 
was a great success, the only regret on the 
part of the committee being their own 
lack of vision in providing for a larger 
meeting place, which they promise to pro- 
_ vide for next year. 
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THE GENERAL COUNSELLING 
COMMISSION 

Trends of the foreign work of the 
Y. M. C. A. as well as new developments 
in the Association’s entire program were 
reported to members of the General 
Counselling Commission of the Churches 
at its annual meeting held on Tuesday, 
Nov. 20, at the offices of the National 
Council of the Y. M. CG. A., 347 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. The Commission 
consists of 21 denominational representa- 
tives and one representative of the Fed- 
eral Council of Churehes of Christ in 
America appointed to promote co-opera- 
tion between the Y. M. C. A. and the 
Churches they represent. The Reformed 
Chureh in the U. S. was represented by 
President J. H. Apple, of Hood College; 
other members of the Standing Commit- 
tee are Revs. Harold B. Kerschner, Phila., 
and W. F. Kosman, Allentown. 

Dr. Wiliam I. Chamberlain, represent- 
ing the Reformed Church in America, was 
elected chairman of the meeting, with Dr. 
Henry H. Sweets, of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S., as vice-chairman. 
They will act for the Commission through- 
out the year. 

Dr. Chamberlain, in taking the chair, 
expressed regret that Dr. John R. Mett, 
formerly General Secretary of the Na- 
tional Council, could not be present at the 
meeting because he had resigned his posi- 
tion to devote all his time to the chair- 
manship of the International Missionary 
Council. The succession of Fred W. Ram- 
sey, of Cleveland, a former business man, 
to that position was anrounced by S. Wirt 
Wiley, associate General Secretary of 
the National Council. He predicted that 
Mr. Ramsey would follow Dr. Mott in 
working with the Counseling Commission. 
Mr. Wiley declared that remarkable prog- 
ress in the work of the National Council 
was shown in its recent 5th annual meet- 
ing held in Chicago. The Council showed 
great capacity to transact business while 
there was evident cohesion and unity 
among the members. All evidences point 
to mutual understanding between the 
Churches and the Association. Both have 
much to give each other and both could 
be more effective with increased co-opera- 
tion. Mr. Wiley expressed the opinion 
that the moral problems of the students 
of the country must be solved through 
the Churches and the Y. M. C. A. 

One change in the personnel of the 
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Commission was made during the year, 
as reported by Dr. David G. Latshaw, 
Secretary of the Department of Relations 
to Chureh and Interchurch Bodies of the 
National Council, who is the executive 
secretary of the Commission. That 
change was occasioned by the death of 
Bishop L. B. Wilson, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Bishop Francis J. 
McConnell, Bishop for the New York area 
ot the Church, has taken his place. The 
Commission at present is composed of 5 
bishops, 3 pastors, 2 college presidents, 2 
theological seminary presidents, 8 de- 
nominational executive secretaries and 1 
layman. 


During the year there have been lec- 
tures in theological seminaries interpret- 
ing the Association to the coming Church 
leaders, while “Y” representatives have 
spoken before national, state and district 
Church gatherings, and before Church 
summer schools, camps and conferences. 
On the other hand, pastors of the country 
have generously given service and spir- 
itual leadership at Y. M. GC. A. summer 
schools and conferences. Dr. Latshaw 
recommended further study and experi- 
mentation into conditions in which one 
man serves as secretary of a local Coun- 
cil of Churches and of the Y. M. C. A. 

The announcement of the appointment 
of 10 leading secretaries of the Movement 
as a committee to advise on the program 
of the Department of Relations to Church 
and Interchurch Bodies in local fields was 
made by Dr. Latshaw. 


Leadership at student conferences 
caused considerable discussion at the 
meeting. The feeling was voiced that 
Church leaders are not attending these 
conferences. It was suggested that the 
Commission offer its help in this regard 
and that the matter be taken up with the 
Board of Education of each Church. 

Dr. J. Ross Stevenson, of Princeton, - 
emphasized the need for selecting Church 
representatives who understood the pres- 
ent mood of youth. A. R. Elliott, of the 
Student Division of the National Council, 
asserted that there has been a transition 
toward a democratic method of building 
conference programs by students them- 
selves. ‘We are coming now into a day 
when it will be possible to have a major 
number of Church representatives at the 
summer conferences and yet not have 
each one feel that his greatest work is 
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The Need and Promise of Christian Preaching 

The Problem of Ethics Today = 

The Word of God and the Task of the Ministry 

The Doctrinal Task of the Reformed Churches 

. The Christian’s Place in Society 

Barth is fundamental but not a fundamentalist. He drives you back to God. 
Professor Lange, distinguished historian, considers him “the greatest theo- 


logian since Schleiermacher.” 
Protestantism in Germany. 


Count Keyserling says that Barth “saved” 


Price $2.25 


Publication and Sunday School Board of Reformed Church 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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to bring students into his particular de- other interesting topics which help the 

nomination,” he said. members to better express themselves. 
The success which the Y. M. C, A. has The Ministerial Band, an organization 

met in making its program indigenous in composed of the ministerial students at the 

Roman Catholic or Eastern Orthodox college, has been very active, Teams of 


countries was described to the Commis- 
sioners by E. T. Colton, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Foreign Division of the Na- 
tional Council. Out of the 30 countries 
where the North American Y. M. C. A. 
is at work, 19 are either predominantly 
Roman Catholic or Eastern Orthodox. In 
these countries the fact was early appreci- 
ated that the program would have to be 
adapted to meet the religious forms of 
each. Spiritual leadership of the Asso- 
ciation in these countries is in the hands 
of men who are products of this indigen- 
ous Movement. Association work has 
benefited greatly from this fact, however, 
Mr. Colton said. 

In South America the Association is 
attracting a number of progressive Chris- 
tian laymen, it was stated by C. J. Ewald, 
Executive Secretary of the National 
Council of Latin America. One-third of 
the men on the Mexico City Board of 
Directors are Roman Catholic, one-third 
are Protestant and one-third are Chris- 
tians with no Church affiliation. The 
Association is having a major part in 
the great spiritual Renaissance that is 
sweeping the southern continent. It ap- 
peals primarily to intellectual leaders and 
students. He named several national 
leaders, among them Dr. John A. Mackay, 
who is Secretary of the religious work 
department of the Association. 

“Leaders of the World’s Committee of 
the Y. M. C. A. in Geneva, Switzerland, 
are convinced that youth today is in a 
state of flux, but they are uncertain 
whether that state could be called a re- 
bellion or a drifting,’ it was asserted by 
J. S. Tichenor, associate general Secre- 
tary of the National Council, who at- 
tended the Geneva meeting. 

Dr. John Brown, Jr., senior secretary of 
the Physical Education Department of the 
National Council, reported on a meeting 
held during the past year dealing with 
co-operation between the Churches and 
the Y. M. C. A. in the furtherance of 
community recreation programs. He an- 
nounced that another and larger confer- 
ence will be held next February. Due to 
this conference and studies on the subject 
Church leaders have gained a sympathetic 
understanding of the viewpoint of the 
Association as it uses recreation as a 
eharacter building force. 

The controlling center of the Y. M. C. 
A. should be a Christ-centered and Christ- 
empowered brotherhood, George Irving, 
secretary for evangelistic emphasis ser- 
vice, told the Commisstoners. This goal 
leads to the conclusion that every activ- 
ity of the Association must contribute to 
the development of Christian character. 
Certain activities, however, have been 
more productive in this regard. Among 
those Mr. Irving mentioned are Bible 
study, prayer, fellowship service, world 
study and evangelism. He predicted that 
mass evangelism will increase in the 
future. 

The 5th annual meeting of the Counsel- 
ling Commisison showed that the Y. M. 
Cc. A., in harmony with all its history, is 
proving a helpful ally to the Church in 
its modern program of religious educa- 
tion. 


STUDENT ACTIVITIES AT CATAWBA 


The student body of Catawba College 
has made much progress along many lines, 
since the college opened in September. The 
literary societies, Philomathean and Athen- 
ean, both have completed some fine work 
so far this year. The societies meet one 
evening each week, and interesting pro- 
grams are conducted by the members of 
each organization. These programs con- 
sist of orations, debates, readings, and 


two have been formed, and the members 
are being sent out to preach in the Churches 
of nearby cities. On Sunday morning, 
Nov. 18, several members of the organiza- 
tion conducted a service in the Trinity 
Reformed Chureh at Coneord, North Caro- 
lina. Mr. Huitt Carpenter and Mr. Edward 
T. Plitt delivered the addresses at this 
time. Other organizations and elubs which 
report progress are the German Club, 
French Club, Pennsylvania Club, and 
many others are also busy, 

Athletics this year have shown much im- 
provement over those of previous seasons. 
Catawba finished her best football season 
on Thanksgiving Day. The team won four 
games, lost three, and tied one. This 
record is indeed a good one, considering 
the caliber of the opposing teams this 
year, and Coach Davis deserves the highest 
praise for his work with the team. 


THE WM. H. BERGER MEMORIAL 
HOME 


The Board of Managers for the Wm. H. 
Berger Memorial Home for the Aged as 
named by the Classis of Philadelphia are 
as follows: Mr. Jacob S. Sechler, Rev. 
Maurice Samson, D. D., Mr, H. E. Paisley, 
Mr. W. A. Dunmore, Miss Amy Eaches, 
Mrs, B. Frank Hartzell, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. 
B. Geiser, Mr. O. Detweiler, Mr. B. W. 
Dambly, Mr, W. D. Althouse, Mrs. Harvey 
Tyson, Mrs. U. G. Funk and Mrs. Charles 
L. Glanz. Four other persons were named 
by Classis but they have so far declined 
to serve. 

The Board has met and organized as 
follows: President, Rev. Maurice Samson, 
D. D., 5030 N. 12th St.; V. Pres., Mrs. B. 
F, Hartzell, Chalfont, Pa.; Secretary, Mrs. 
Geo. B. Geiser, 6300 N. 7th St.; Treasurer, 
Mr. Jacob 8. Sechler, 1953 N. Broad St. A 
Constitution and By-Laws have been 
adopted for their government. 

The work of getting ready the Home for 
occupancy is going forward as rapidly as 
possible. The Board has found the roof 
in need of extensive repairs and that 
work is underway at the present time. 
The lawn is being cleaned up and bids are 
being asked for the furnishing. 

It will require 20 units of furnishing for 
the bedrooms and from the figures already 
in hand the Board has fixed the price of 
each unit at $150 and of these 20 units, 
11 are now taken by 7 congregations. The 
members of the Women’s Classical Mis- 
sionary Society are raising money for the 
complete furnishing of the kitchen. Two 
persons, one of them a member of the 
Board, will provide all the dishes needed. 
One congregation will provide a good size 
library table and a member of the Board 
has donated a large rug for the rest-room. 
Other donations, such as a hall set, rocking 
chairs, a dining room table, morris chairs, 
have been donated, Other needs are an 
electric washer, a mangle, a vacuum clean- 
er, an individual communion set and fur- 
niture for the office. The Board has re- 
ceived word of other congregations who 
are thinking of taking one or more units. 
As soon as a decision is reached kindly 
communicate at once with the Secretary. 
If any family or individual desires to aid 
in the furnishing of the Home kindly 
communicate this also as soon as possible. 

The Board has also adopted the form of 
application and the rules of admission. If 
you know of any member of the Reformed 
Church who desires to be admitted into the 
Home kindly write to the Secretary for an 
admission blank on or about Dee. 15. The 
exact date of opening the Home to the 
members of the family has not, as yet, been 


definitely fixed but it will be as soon as 


the work is definitely arranged. 
The members of the Board are very 
much encouraged by the hearty response 
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The Story of Christmas 


Even Unto 
Bethlehem 


By Henry van Dyke 


Dr. van Dyke, whose stories of 
Christmas, such as “The Other Wise 
Man” and “The First Christmas 
Tree,’ are among the most famous 
ever written, tells in this book a 
tale which will outrank his previous 
achievements. This is, in a new 
sense, the “human” story of a divine 
event; it glows with fresh life. An 
attractive gift book, with a beauti- 
ful frontispiece in color by N. C. 
WYETH. $1.50 


Publication and S. S. Board of the 
Reformed Church 
1505 Race St, Phila., Pa, 


on the part of the people and they feel 
before the time of opening has come all 
that will be needed in the Home will be 
donated to it. 


NAZARETH ORPHANS’ HOME 


Rev. W. H. McNairy, Supt. 
To our friends over the Church: 


Just a few lines to let you know that 
everybody at Nazareth is thinking and 
planning for Christmas. The children are 


wondering what they will receive; the man- — 


agement hoping and praying that the 
Christmas offerings will be larger than 
ever this year, We now have 48 children 
in the home; 21 girls and 27 boys. The 
Superintendent has just moved into the 
new home and the farmer into the old 
building from which he moved. We need 
$4,000 to pay for the new building. The 
new building was needed so badly that 
we could not wait to raise the money 80 
we built and are trusting that the goed 
Lord will move the hearts of our friends 
to see that the money will come. How 
nice it would be if the Christmas offerings 
would be large enough to pay this and 
meet our expenses for the coming year, 
so that we would not need to make a 
special campaign for that or carry a 
debt. 

We appreciate what our friends have 
done for us on past Christmases and hope 
that we will hold every one of them and 
make some new ones this Christmas, 

A Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year to all the friends of Nazareth Home. 


DEDICATION OF THE NEW BUILDING 
OF THE HOLSOPPLE, PA., MISSION 


The congregation of Christ’s Chureh, 
Holsopple, Pa., Rev. M. S. Reifsnyder, 
pastor, completed the dedication of their 
new Church building and social hall on 
Sunday evening, Nov. 25. Services were 


held during the week preceding the dedi- 
On Noy. 18, Mr. Joseph Wise, 


cation. 
treasurer of the Board of Home Missions, 
spoke to a large audience. Community 


night was observed on Monday, Nov- 19; — 


Rey. William Kulp, pastor of Holsopple 
Church of the Brethren, and Rev. Maurice 


Gortner, pastor of. the Davidsville Luth- — 
eran Church, were the speakers. A class- — 


mate of the pastor loci, Rev. Frank 
Witmer, of Berlin, Pa., gave a fine 
mon on “Christ in the Business World, 
on Tuesday evening. A very appropr 
talk on “Felowship” was presented 
Rey. William H. Snyder, Stoyestown, 
on Wednesday night. On Thursday 
the Rev. George L. Roth, Pres 
Pittsburgh Synod and pastor of | 
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erset Church, spoke on “Dreamers of the 
Reformed Church.” The speaker for the 
Friday night services was Rev. A. B. Bau- 
man, of the Moxham Church. Special 
music was rendered at this service by 
the Moxham Church quartet, consisting 
of Miss Lucy Kraft, Mrs. I. B. Kimmel, 
John Schmidt and Nevin Smith. The an- 
nual luneh and bazaar were held on Sat- 
urday evening by the Ladies’ Aid Society. 
Over 100 people were served. The climax 
of the week came on Sunday evening, 
when the dedication services were con- 
ducted. Rev. James M. Mullan, of Phila., 
Supt. of the Department of the East, and 
Ralph S. Adams, Supt. of the Department 
of Country Life of the Board of Home 
Missions, assisted the pastor loci to ded- 
icate the building. Both men brought 
splendid messages to the people. Rev. 
Mr. Mullan spoke on the subject of “Con- 
secration.” Mr. Adams gave a very prac- 
tical talk on the “Modern Use of a 
Church Building.” A free-will offering of 
about $500 was lifted. 

The new Church building is well equip- 
ped to render a large service to the peo- 
ple of the local community, and this ser- 
vice, according to the present program of 
the congregation, is not to be restricted 
to the immediate members, but is to be 
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‘“‘The Gospel Message in Great Poems” 


By Rev. WALTER R. GOBRECHT 
Pastor, St. John’s Reformed Church, Chambersburg, Pa. 
With an introduction by George L. Omwake, A.M., Ph.D., President Ursinus Col- 


lege. 


A series of beautiful sermons based upon poems or sections of poems by great 


poets, the poem supplying the background for the main body of the sermon with the 


sermon-texts always Biblical. 


This unique combination of poetry and Biblical texts 
is productive of sermons unusually rich in beauty and inspirational appeal. 


To the 


minister this volume will provide a source of stimulation and also a source of ideas 


which he may develop to almost an endless extent. 


The lay-reader will find the 


Word of God brought to him vividly and beautifully through these sermons. 
Price $2.00 


PUBLICATION AND SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 
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presented to all who are in need. The 
Chureh auditorium is beautiful and 
lends itself splendidly to the purpose of 
worship. This auditorium is separated 
from the social hall by large accordion 
doors. The social hall is equipped with 
a gymnasium, stage, dressing rooms, 
kitchen and Sunday School class rooms. 
Christ’s Church is a Home Missionary 
point, partly supported by that Board. It 
was through the efforts of the Home 
Mission Board that the present building 
Was made possible. 


Christ Church, Holsopple, Pa., Dedicated November 25, 1928 
Rev. M. S. Reifsnyder, pastor 


A CHURCH PAPER IN EVERY HOME 


Our annual Church Paper Week, wisely 
ordained by the General Assembly, is again 
drawing near. It is therefore appropriate 
to refresh our minds as to the value of 
the Church paper and its place in the total 
program of Religious Education and guid- 
ance that the Church is responsible for 
providing. We do not for a moment claim 
that all problems of personal religion and 
Chureh organization would be solved if 
there were a Church paper in every home 
within the bounds of the General Assem- 
bly. We do contend in all seriousness, 
however, that the tide of personal devo- 
tion and Christian living would rise in 
every community if a good Church paper 
could make its weekly visits to every home 
and receive the attention that it deserves. 
There would also follow such an increase 
in intelligent and loyal support of the 
great causes of the Church and in the pro- 
gram and services of each congregation 
as would bring joy and encouragement to 
Christian people everywhere. These and 
other blessings would result from a wide- 
spread use of one or more good Church 
papers because of the following facts. 

% A good Church paper represents 


Christian ideals and views of life as in- 
terpreted by the Church whose interests 
and doctrinal teachings it seeks to pro- 
mote. A wholesome Christian viewpoint is 
thus repeatedly inculeated in the minds 
and hearts of young and old as the paper 
is read from week to week. This is an ex- 
ceedingly important factor in the forming 
of character and in the fashioning of the 
ideals which so largely determine the des- 
tinies of our children. Let it not be for- 
gotten that quite different ideals are be- 
ing presented to our children and young 
people from other quarters. Much of the 
general literature which is read nowadays, 
and many of the movies that are so largely 
attended, make attractive and alluring the 
worldly or pagan way of life. In addition 
to the teachings of the pulpit and the Sun- 
day School, and the individual guidance 
of wise parents, there is greatly needed the 
leadership of the printed page in saving 
our young people from these false and 
hurtful ideals. 


2. The Chureh paper furnishes a clear- 
ing house for sound and intelligent Chris- 
tian opinion on a great variety of subjects. 
In their editorial comments the editors of 
these pages, and those whom they engage 


to reflect Christian opinion and a spiritual 
interpretation of life, write interestingly 
and constructively concerning many ques- 
tions of the day in which the Christian 
citizen is interested. Such guidance is 
needed more today than ever before be- 
cause of the practical responsibility of 
Christian women as well as Christian men 
in matters of public welfare, politics, and 
international affairs. The Christian must 
exercise his responsibility and rights as a 
citizen, According to our Southern Pres- 
byterian conception of Church and State, 
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SELECT NOTES 


for 4.) Anneat Volume 


AMOS R. WELLS, Litt.D., LL.D. 
100,000 Yearly Depend Upon It 


WHY? 


BECAUSE~-Ie is supreme. in scholar- 
ship, interest and true helpfulness and 
it is adapted for all grades 


Price, $2.00 Postpaid ~ At All Booksellers 
W. A. WILDE COMPANY: 


131 Clarendon Street, Boston, Mass. 
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For Christmas Gifts 


Bibles - Testaments - Portions 
Of Every Kind—In Every Language 

For Home—Church—School—Missionary Work 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 

Visit or write nearest Agency 

New York - New York Colored - Philadelphia 

Washington - Richmond - Cincinnati - Chicago 
Dallas Denver - San Francisco 


A new book from the Union Press 


Famous Bible Pictures 


and Stories They Tell 


By ELIZABETH HUBBARD BONSALL 
Author of 


“Famous Hymns: with 
Stories and Pictures” 
Fifty world-famous Bible pie- 


tures are here reproduced. 


Opposite each picture is a page 
containing the story of the pte- 
trre, together with questions on 
the picture and a short prayer. 
At the end of the book there is 
an interesting section on the 
lives of the artists who painted 
the pictures. 


_ This book is beautifully printed 
in large, bold-face type. A dec- 
orative border of light blue lends 
to the attractiveness of the pages. 


Bound in fine cloth with a four 
color inlay of Le Rolle’s ‘The 
Nativity.” Title in gold. A 


charming book for the children’s 
bed time hour. $1.50, postpaid, 


AMERICAN 
SUNDAY - SCHOOL UNION 
(THE UNION PRESS) 


1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 
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BOOK 


Selected by theEditorial Committee 
of the Religious Book Club, is 
THE MASTER 
A LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST 
By WALTER RUSSELL BOWIE 
328 pages, AND MAY BE SECURED 
FOR $2.50, Postpaid, 
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the pulpit is debarred from adequate dis- 
eussion of certain matters that are vital to 
the welfare of our country. The Church 
paper can properly speak concerning these 
matters with due regard for the important 
principle of the separation of Church and 
State. Here is, therefore, another vital 
reason for giving to every home a chance 
to read a good Chureh paper. ; 

3. Another valuable contribution which 
the Church paper makes to those who are 
wise enough to avail themselves of it, 18 
that of keeping its readers in touch with 
the progress of Church affairs. Not only 
the great causes of our own Chureh which 
deserves the zealous and intelligent sup- 
port of all Southern Presbyterians, but the 
development of Christian movements 
throughout the world are brought into 
every subscribing home by the Church 
papers. The superior advantages of our 
own denominational papers as compared 
with some of the very excellent papers 
that represent the Christian world at large 
should be noted. Our Chureh papers, while 
giving due attention to interdenomina- 
tional and international religious affairs, 
furnish detailed and interesting informa- 
tion about the development of our own 
causes and enterprises in which we are 
particularly interested and for which we 
are peculiarly responsible. All the Execu- 
tive and Promotional Committees of the 
Church seek to reach their constituency not 
only by means of the Presbyterian Survey 
and the leaflet literature which is dis- 
tributed from their offices, but through the 
columns of our Church papers. They are 
careful to do this because they realize that 
those who read the Church papers repre- 
sent on the whole the great body of our 
loyal and substantial membership. 

In addition to these important points in 
favor of a vigorous campaign for sub- 
seriptions to our Church papers, there are 
others which will occur to our readers. 
Many of the children and young people of 
our Church eagerly await the coming of 
the Church paper because of the interest- 
ing fiction and special articles and features 
that are contained in them. The sermons 
and religious articles printed in our Church 
papers are selected because they are un- 
usually interesting and hopeful. The 
treatments of the Sunday School lessons 
in all three of our Church papers are of a 
high order of excellence, and many of our 
people find them exceedingly helpful. We 
suggest to our readers that they can do a 
good turn and render valuable service to 
the cause of Christ and the progress of our 
beloved Church by helping to put at least 
one of our good Church papers in every 


home of the Church.—The Earnest Worker 


(Baptist. ) 


A KIND WORD FROM ‘‘THE CHURCH- 
MAN’”’ 


On all sides there is increasing recogni- 
tion of the necessity for endowing the re- 
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OUTSTANDING BOOKS 


THAT HAVE TAKEN PERMANENT PLACES IN THEIR FIELDS 
OF THOUGHT—Sent Postpaid at Prices Listed Below 
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WHITHER MANKIND? 


17 World Authorities: 
Dewey. Russell, Martin, Webb and other 
leaders endeavor to take stock of our civiliza- 


tion and find whither we are going. $3.00 


HUMANISM AND CHRISTIANITY: 


Francis J. McConnell 
Considers not only humanism but also mys- 


ticism, society and the higher individualism, 


human nature and divine, ete. $1.75 
THE DRIFT OF THE DAY: 
Burris Jenkins 
Religion as it is thought of by the average 
intelligent man and woman of today. 52.00 


SCIENCE IN SEARCH OF GOD: 
Kirtley F. Mather 
A Harvard scientist finds his faith 
oughly in accord with modern science. 


THE CASE OF CHRISTIANITY: 
Clement F. Rogers 
“Takes religion outdoors,” says “The Chris- 
tian Century.” $3.00 


CREDENTIALS OF THE CHURCH: 
Ozora $8. Davis ; 


Hundreds of pastors will make this a basis 
for a series of sermons on “Why the Church 2’ 
$1.25 


thor- 
$2.00 


THE GRAPHIC BIBLE: 
Lewis Browne 
Tells the whole story of the Bible and its 
heroes so that children ahd young people can 
grasp it. An ‘‘animated map” on every page. 
$2.50 
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ligious press. These journals are produced 
on a non-profit-making basis; no more than 
schools and colleges are they commercial 
ventures. Like schools and colleges their 
major reason for being is that of education. 
The tuition paid by students in colleges 
does not maintain those institutions of 
learning; neither does the subscription 
price of a journal meet its cost, even with 
the added revenue from advertising. The 
need of endowment for colleges is gener- 
ally recognized; it is only recently that 
there has begun to be a consciousness that 
the same necessity exists for religious 
journals. Our contemporary ‘‘The Re- 
formed Church Messenger,’’ is the latest 
religious weekly to announce an effort to 
raise an endowment. Says that journal: 
‘CA paper telling the Church of the work 
and of the needs of the Church is an abso- 
lute necessity. No denomination could 
grow, much less live, without it. The hope, 
therefore, for the future of the ‘Messen- 
ger,’ as well as of other religious papers, is 
found in an adequate endowment.’? We 
trust that among the readers of ‘*The Mes- 
senger’’ there are those who will quickly 
and generously met its appeal, That will 
assure the future of the weekly and inci- 
dentally lift many burdens, the principal 
of which is one of insecurity, from the 
shoulders of its able editor, Dr. Leinbach. 
—The Churchman, 


DEDICATION OF WILSON AVENUE 
CHURCH, COLUMBUS, O. 


The members of the Wilson Avenue 
Chureh, Columbus, 0O., Rev. Clarence 
Woods, pastor, were very happy to be able 
to dedicate their new plant on November 


is well equipped for modern Church wor 


QUOTABLE POEMS: 
Clark-Gillespie 
A best seller because it brings together 500 


poems always in demand. $2.50 
TINKER AND THINKER: JOHN 
BUNYAN: 
W. H. Nelson 
Timely and good. $1.50 
THE NEW QUEST 
Rufus Jones 
In an age of super-science this book i¥ a 
strong breath of faith. $1.75 


ALTAR STAIRS: 


Joseph Fort Newton 


140 prayers, inspiring and illuminating. 
Small handy volume size. $1.75 
PROTESTANTISM: : 
Dean W. R. Inge 
Holds that Protestants have been dallying 
With their opportunities. $.75 
OLD FAITH AND NEW KNOWLEDGE: 
James H. Snowden 


A book of reconciliation by one who has 
lived through a generation of theological 
strife. $2.50 
FACING LIFE: : : 
W. H. P. Faunce 
50 brief talks to young people. ed 
i 


7 
THE SON OF MAN: e : 
Emil Ludwig _ 

Everywhere discussed, because a _ different 
treatment of the career of Jesus. $3.00 ars 
a 


25. The-structure has been completed in 
a remarkably brief period of time. Work 
-was begun on the foundation on June 15 
of this year, and the cornerstone laid on 
August 26. Hon. Myers Y. Cooper, Gover- 
nor-elect of Ohio, delivered the address at 
the cornerstone laying exercises. 

The building, which is located at the 
corner of Wilson and Fair avenues, in one — 
of the best residential sections of the city 


Due consideration has been given to Re 
ious Education, this phase of the wor 
being housed in the completely remo 
old structure. On the first floor of 
building is a fine assembly room, equip; 
with a stage and dressing rooms, and | 
the rear are located the rooms of the 
ginners’ department, which are also to 
used as a nursery during the Chureh ho 
The second floor is given over to dep 
mental educational quarters and a 
hall which will seat 100 persons and 
named ‘‘Youth’s Hall.’’ A kitchenette is 
attached to this room. This plan lends — 
itself to the programs of the young peo 
which may inelude entertainment and 
vision for refreshments. The main 
rooms are located in the basement of 
Church, extending completely under 
buildings, and will accommodate t 
seating from 400 to 500 people. 1] 
kitchens and serving rooms are fully e 
ped. The steam heating plant, An 
Radiator Company plant, is equ 
stoker located on the basement flo 
The new Church auditorium is 
fied Romanesque type of architec 
readily lends itself to a spirit of 
The ceiling, pews, panels and pul 
ture are finished in mission. 


: 


1928. 


DECEMBER 13, 


torium seats 370, and when folding doors 
between Church auditorium and the S. S. 
assembly room are opened the seating ¢a- 
pacity is 550. 

At the services commemorating the com- 
pletion of the building, Dr. J. C. Horning, 
of St. Josephs, Mo., District Superintend- 
ent of Home Missions, delivered an ad- 
dress at the S. S. session on ‘‘The Mis- 
sion of the Sunday School.’’ Elder J. W. 
Weaver, S. S. superintendent, presided. The 
pastor was in charge of the act of dedi- 
cation at the 10.30 service and the sermon 


REFORMED 


CHURCH MES 


was preached by Rev. Dr. Charles E. 
Miller, President of Heidelberg College, on 
the subject, ‘‘Building the Chureh.’’ Dr, 
Horning assisted the pastor in this service. 
Mr. Waldo Byers presided at the young 
people’s service held at 6.30 P. M. in 
Youth’s Hall, and an address was made by 
Mr. Robert 8. Mathes, a student of Cen- 
tral Seminary. Rey. Joel Krumlauf, pas- 
tor of Trinity Church, Basil, O., repre- 
sented the Reformed Churches of Ohio at 
the ‘‘Christian Fellowship’’ service held 
at 7.30 P. M. Dr. B. F. Lamb, Seeretary 
of the Ohio Council of Churches, spoke on 
the subject, ‘‘Interdenominational Fellow- 
ship,’’ and the pastor presided. Dr. Frank 
Shults, of the Ohio Couneil of Religious 
Edueation, spoke upon the subject, ‘‘The 
New Interpretation of Religious Educa- 
tion’’ at the service on Monday evening, 
Nov. 26. Dr. Arthur Limouze, pastor of 


the Northminster Presbyterian Church, of 
spoke on ‘‘The New Crusade 


Columbus, 
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With Christ.’’ The pastor assisted in 
this service by Rev. E. Bruce 
pastor-elect. The music for these services 
was under the direction of Mrs. Nina Den 
nis Beatly, choir director. On Monday 
evening, prior to the service, Mr, E. L. 
Mehaffy, director of music in the First 
Baptist Church, gave a recital on the 
Estey organ. 


was 
Jacobs, the 


This proved to be a great season of re- 
joicing for Wilson Avenue Chureh. The 
long-felt need has now been met. During 
the past two years the membership has 
been inereased 50% and the building has 
been completely provided for in cash and 
pledges. The Building Committee con- 
sisted of the pastor, Rev. Mr. Woods, E. 
VY. Barr, chairman, E. B. Furry, J. W. 
Weaver, C. G. McBribe, Dr. Clifton Reedy, 
Walter H. Weatherby, C. O. Fravel, Addi- 
son Leffel, recently deceased, Walter S. 
Runkle, L. B. Wheaton, Floyd P. Zinn and 
Charles Rau. 


The Wilson Avenue Church, Columbus, 


O., dedicated November 25-26, 1928 


Ce a 9 8 9 0 MM 0e 


| HOME AND YOUNG FOLKS | 


IO « 5 0¢ 


O00 = 


00 S05) 


AQc 


> © | —— ©. 


~) © © Saeed OOS 


—=— 0 0 @—— 


ee he oc 


Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D. D. 


THE WONDERFUL CHILD 


Text, Isaiah 9:6, ‘‘Unto us a Child is 
born, * * * * and His name shall be called 
Wonderful.’’ 


Long before Christ was born Isaiah 
spoke of Him as Wonderful; but even 
Isaiah did not know how wonderful He 
would be, He is much more wonderful to 
us, and yet, after nineteen centuries of 
Christianity, new wonders are found in 
Him every year. New lives of Christ are 
constantly being written, and it seems that 
almost every one of these authors has some 
new light to cast upon His wonderful life 
and character. 

Many stories and legends have grown up 
around the birth of this wonderful Child. 
They are all interesting to us, although 
many of them may be fanciful. But we 
do well if we base our belief about the 


Christchild upon the simple stories told us 
in the Bible. 


There is an old legend which comes to 
us out of the past and which has more 
truth in it than was at first supposed. We 
are told that when the Wise men arrived 
at Bethlehem, where Christ was born, they 
waited before entering the place where He 
was. The first to go in was an old man, 
and he found in the stable an old man. 
The second of the Magi was middle aged, 
and when he entered he found there a man 
of his own age. The third was a young 
man, and when he entered into His presence 
he found Him to be a young prophet. Each 
had found the Saviour who answered to 
his own need. But when they all entered 
together they found the Child Jesus. It 
is true that Christ meets our need and that 
He has a name that suits each one of us. 


Anything wonderful that is told us 
about the birth of Jesus ought not to sur- 
prise us when we remember that He was 
a wonderful Child. He fulfilled all the 
prophecies made in the Old Testament con- 
cerning Him and went far beyond them. 
Philip Schaff, the great Church historian 
says: ‘‘The absence of wonderful works in 


such a wonderful man would be the great- 
est wonder.’’ 

The same writer also speaks of the 
wonderful Child Jesus in the following 
words: ‘‘A child in the manger, yet bear- 
ing the salvation of the world; a child 
hated and feared, yet longed for and loved; 
a child poor and despised, yet honored and 
adored,—beset by danger, yet marvellously 
preserved; a child setting the stars in 
heaven, the city of Jerusalem, the shep- 
herds of Judea, and the sages of the East, 
in motion,—attracting the best elements 
of the world, and repelling all that is dark 
and evil!’ 

The angels who came down from heaven 
and sang that beautiful ‘‘Gloria in Ex- 
celsis’’ thought Jesus was a wonderful 
Child. The shepherds ‘who heard the song 
on Judea’s plains, and made haste to 
come and worship Him, thought that Jesus 
was a wonderful Child. The wise men 
who followed the star to His birthplace 
and fell down before Him and offered their 
gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh, 
thought Jesus was a wonderful Child. 
Mary, His mother, who knew more about 
His origin than any one else, thought He 
was a wonderful Child, and kept all these 
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things, pondering them in her heart. 
And the aged Simeon, who held Jesus in 
his arms in the temple, thought He was a 


wonderful Child, as he exclaimed, ‘‘Be- 
hold, this Child is set for the falling and 
rising of many in Israel.’’ Don’t you 
think He was a wonderful Child? 

Christ was a wonderful Child in many 
ways, but I can speak of only two special 
ways in which He was wonderful. The 
first of them is that He came to reveal 


the Father. Men had groped after God for 
many centuries, but only a few had be- 
come intimately acquainted with Him, But 
Christ brought the Father so near to men 
that they could see Him and know Him 
and feel Him and love Him. One of His 
names is ‘‘Immanuel,’’? which means ‘‘ God 
with us.’’ Jesus Himself said, ‘‘I and 
the Father are one;’’ ‘‘and ‘‘he that hath 
seen Me hath seen the Father.’’ 

In the city of Rome, in the Palazzo Ros- 
pigliosi, is a beautiful painting by the 
Italian artist, Guido Reni. It is painted 
far up on the eoeiling of the palace, and 
large numbers of visitors come to the 
palace every year to see the beautiful mas- 
terpiece. But those who looked at the 
painting far up in the ceiling had to strain 
their eyes, and their necks became stiff, 
and their backs grew tired; therefore a 
mirror was placed on a table beneath the 
picture, in which it is perfectly reflected 
in all its details and wonderful colors, and 
visitors can stand by the table or even sit 
down and gaze at the picture for hours if 
they wish, and enjoy it in all its beauty 
without weariness. May we not say with 
perfect reverence that Jesus reveals God 
to us in some such way, so that as we look 
into the face of Christ we see the very 
face of God? 

The other wonderful thing I want to tell 
you about the mission of the Christchild 
is the great blessing He has brought to the 
children of the world. You do not realize 
as fully as you should what Christ has done 
for you, and is doing for you every day. 
If you did, I believe you would love Him 
more and serve Him better. 

When Jesus said, ‘‘Suffer the little chil- 
dren, and forbid them not, to come unto 


Me: for to such belongeth the kingdom of 


heaven,’’ He said something that the world 
is only beginning to understand in its ful- 
ness. It is only within the past hundred 
years that even the Christian Church has 
begun to awaken to her duty toward the 
children, and Christian (religious) educa- 
tion is a subject that is much discussed in 
our day, but is really only in its infancy. 

And yet the difference between the con- 
dition of children in Christian and heathen 
lands is as great as that between day and 
night. How would you like to exchange 
places with the average Hindu child, Chi- 
nese child, or African child? If you could 
make the exchange only for a day, you 
would understand better what the wonder- 
ful Christchild has done for you. 


Many sad stories come to us from heath- 
en countries as to the deplorable condi- 
tion of the little children there, A mis- 
sionary from India said the other evening 
that in some places the children who are 
not desirable are put out of the way. He 
said that he knew of a heathen father who 
examined a little baby boy who had some 
defect in his limbs, and the father broke 
his little back over his knee and threw him 
out of the window. How do you think 
Jesus feels, who said: ‘‘Even so it is not 
the will of your Father who is in heaven, 
that one of these little ones should per- 
ish??? 

Just the day before I heard this mis- 
sionary speak, I visited one of our hos- 
pitals, and was taken through the chil- 
dren’s ward where some of the unfortunate 
babies and children are cared for and 
brought back to health and strength. A 
number of these babies are undernourished 
and some of them were nearly dead when 
they were born. The nurse pointed to one 
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particular baby they were caring for. She 
said she wished I could have seen it when 
it was brought in so that I might see the 
difference in the improvement. It weighed 
only three pounds at first, and now it is 
gaining every day. 

What has caused this difference in the 
treatment of children in Christian and 
heathen lands? The wonderful Christchild, 
whose birthday we are again preparing to 
celebrate, has brought about the change. 
And as you thank Him anew at this Chris- 
mas season for the blessings He has 
brought you, do not forget to ask His 
blessings upon the little red papoose of the 
Northwest Indians, the little brown baby 
of India, the little yellow baby of China, 
the little black baby im the heart of 
Afriea, and the white orphan of Armenia 
and in our own Orphans’ Home, and do all 
you can to help bring your wonderful 


Christ to the children of the whole world. - 


HONEYMOON SALAD 


The newly married couple stopped for 
lunch at a hotel where the manager was 
rather assiduous in his attentions, For the 
tenth time he sailed up. 

‘« And what can I do for you now, sir?’’ 

‘*Some honeymoon salad, please.’’ 

‘You have me there, sir,’’ replied the 
manager. ‘‘May I ask what it consists 
of??? 

‘¢Just lettuce alone.’’ 


THE PASTOR SAYS 
By John Andrew Holmes 
When I consider war, my regret 


is not that we come from the beast, 
but that we have come in the wrong 
direction. 


DUCK BOATING 


‘*Goodness, George, what happened?’? 

‘*Well, you know the collapsible boat I 
bought??? 

‘¢ Ves. ?? 

‘*Well, it IS and HAS.’’—Passing Show. 


‘*So you’re lost, litthe man? Why did- 
n’t you hang onto your mother’s skirt?’’ 
Youngster: ‘‘Couldn’t reach it.’’ 


The Family Altar 


Rev. Ambrose M. Schmidt, D. D. 
December 17 to 23. 


Practical Thought: How shall we wel- 
come and hold in our hearts the Christ- 
Child? 

Memory Hymn: 
Angels ‘Sing.’’ 


‘‘Hark, the Herald 


Monday, December 17—The Coming of 
Jesus Prophesied. Read Isaiah 9:1-7. 


What a man of vision Isaiah was! How 
richly God had blessed him in giving to 
him visions of things to come. Verse 6 
is one of the gems found in Isaiah’s jewel 
box. Take it up. Analyze it and commit 
it to memory. Study these titles given to 
our Saviour 750 years before His birth, 
and discover, if you can, if He has ever 
failed to measure up to the full glory of 
Isaiah’s vision. What a wonderful Saviour 
He is! What a wise Counsellor He con- 
tinues to be! He the All-powerful One 
revealed as Mighty God. He the Father 
everlasting and the Prince of Peace!, 

Prayer: 

‘*Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 
Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us, 

Let us find our rest in Thee.’?’ Amen. 
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Tuesday, December 18—Angels Announce 
the Birth of Christ. Read Luke 2:8-20. 
Have you ever considered what an im- 

portant place angels hold in Old and New 

Testament revelation? Are we not inclined 

to think of them as afar off and belonging, 

altogether, to another world? Angels we 
are told sang together on creation’s morn, 

Angels chanted the first ‘‘Gloria in Excel- 

sis’? and told the shepherds of the Savi- 

our’s birth. The Angels of the Lord warned 

Joseph to flee with the infant Jesus into 

Egypt and afterwards told him to return 

to the land of Isarel. Angels ministered 

unto Jesus after’ His temptation and an 
angel strengthened Him in Gethsemane. 

Angels were witnesses of His resurrection 

and He said they would attend Him when 

He came to judge the living and the dead. 
Prayer: 

‘‘Angels, from the realms of glory, 

Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
Ye who sang creation’s story, 
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
Come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the new-born King.” 


Amen. 


Wednesday, December 19—Simeon’s Adora- 
tion. Read Luke 2:25-35. 

First, the shepherds worship and adore 
the Christ-child. Then the Magi humble 
themselves before Him and pour out their 
gifts, gold, frankincense and myrrh. Now 
the Holy Child is presented in the temple, 
and the aged prophet Simeon, recognizing 
this Child as the promised ‘‘Glory of His 
People Israel,’’—chants his ‘‘Nune Dimit- 
tis.’ Through all of these centuries, 
shepherds, prophets, people, old and young, 
have bowed before Him and confessed this 
Bethlehem’s Child as Lord and Saviour. 


Prayer: Come to our hearts, Lord Jesus; 
may we never close the door against Thee, 


nor cause Thee to sorrow because of our 
sins. Amen, 


Thursday, December 20—The Visit of the 
Magi. Read Matt. 2:1-12, 

Isaiah said—‘‘Of the inerease of His 
government there shall be no end.’’ Sages 
and kings of the Orient as well as kings 
of all nations have bowed before Him. 
Ringing down through the centuries we 
hear the challenge, ‘‘Bow down before 
Him, worship the One who is the Lord 
your God.’’ Listen again—Bring your 
gold to erown Him King. Burn your 
frankincense as a sweet smelling savor of 
loving service. Mingle your myrrh, that 
it may remind you of the sufferings and 
sorrows He endured—for you and for me. 

Prayer: 

““Thou didst leave Thy throne, 

And Thy kingly crown 

When Thou camest to earth for me, 

But in Bethlehem’s home, 

Was there found no room 

For Thy holy nativity. 

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 

There is room in my heart for Thee.’’ 


Amen, 


Friday, December 21—Jesus Escapes from > 


Death. Read Matt. 2:13-18, 


We sometimes sing, ‘‘ Angel guards their 
watch do keep.’’ Jesus said, ‘‘See that ye 
despise not one of these little ones: for I 
say unto you, that in heaven their a 
do always behold the face of My Father 
who is in heaven.’? He was just a little 
helpless babe in Mary’s arms, but the 


Angel of the Lord protected Him, though — 


Herod sought to slay Him. Who ean tell 
but that God uses present day Christian 
parents as His holy messengers, to shield 
and hold His little ones in their arms, 
deliver them from all danger. Blessed 
child whose parents are faithful in th 
guardian service! J 


Prayer: Strong arm of the Lord, be T 
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round and about all little children and 
protect them against all danger, evil and 
harm. Amen. i 


Saturday, December 22—The Boy Jesus. 
Read Luke 2:41-52., 
Many artists have endeavored to picture 
for us the boy Jesus. Hoffman has given 
to us, perhaps, the best portrait among 
them all. Surely the boy Jesus must have 
been a manly boy, a handsome boy with 
winsome attractiveness, a face courageous, 
and daring that attracted the attention 
and respect of all who saw Him. Little 
has been told of the boyhood of Jesus, but 
this little is very important. The record 
is—‘‘He advanced in wisdom and stature, 
and in favor with God and men.’’ 
Prayer: God bless the boys of all na- 
tions, God bless the boys in our own homes. 
Help all parents to help their sons to grow, 
even as Jesus grew, in favor with God and 
men, Amen, 


Sunday, December 23—The Character of 
Christ’s Reign. Read Isaiah 11:1-9. .. 
Handel has given us a wonderful crea- 

tion in his ‘‘Messiah.’’ What a burst of 
glory and triumph rings in the ‘‘ Halle- 
lujah Chorus.’’ Again and again are re- 
peated the words, ‘‘And He shall reign 
forever and ever, Hallelujah.’’? The char- 
acter of His reign shall be revealed in the 
triumph of love. He, the Son, comes to 
tell of the Father who loves us. He, the 
Son, so loved the world that He gave Him- 
self a sacrifice for God’s children. St. 
John ¢rowds the Gospel into one wonderful 
sentence—‘‘For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth on Him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.’’? ‘‘If God 
so loved us, we also ought to love one an- 
other.’’ 

Prayer: Forgive us, dear Lord, for our 
hardness of heart and our many failures. 
May Christlike love abound in us more and 
more, May others see His mind and heart 
refiected in us. Amen, 


VERSES FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


Verses to give for Christmas gifts— 
Pardon the selfish thought; 
Treating your friends to 
breath; 
What have your sisters wrought? 
Lovingly toiled for Christmas time, 
Still do their needles fly. 
Others have gone to great sacrifice, 
Presents rare to buy. 


Doing the daily dishes while 
Traveling o’er country fair; 

Troning elothes and mending too, 
Floating on ships of air; , 

Free from the jostliag Christmas crowd, 
No worn-out faces here; 

Folk that one meets on this shopping trip 
Radiant do appear. 


Wealth does not figure in gifts like these; 
No ends to meet in this plan, 
God and His universe ask of you, 
Urge you take all that you can. 
High as the highest heavens above, 
Deep as the deepest sea; 
This is variety’s greatest store, 
Get it for brothers free. 


naught but 


—Laura L. Fluck. 


Birthday Greetings 


Allienne S. DeChant 


‘*Hark! the Herald Angels Sing’’ and 
<*Holy Night’? under my snow-covered 
window at 168 Higashi Sanbancho, Sendai, 
Japan, at early dawn, sung clearly, sung 
lovingly, by Miyagi college girls garbed 
in kimonos and earrying colorful lan- 
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terns—*‘ Joy to the World’’ at the night- 
time service in the college chapel, sung 
by five hundred marching girls, carrying 
lighted candles. That’s Christmas. 

A Santa Claus with a gold cross around 
his neck in the window of a non-Christian 
shopkeeper ‘‘over there.’? That’s Christ- 
mas. 

Carols, very early, at Yungsui, China, 
among the Miao people. Carols, too, on the 
Hartman vietrola. Gifts. A Christmas 
parade from one city gate to the other. 
A long program at the Church, a goat meat 
feast, a Christmas allegory at the ‘‘gate’’ 
chapel. To bed very late. That’s Christ- 
mas, 

A jinriekisha ride, Christmas eve, to all 
our Sendai Churches. That’s Christmas. 

The ocean liner Olympie docking at 
New York. Third class baggage inspection 
near midnight. Oysters, the first in years, 
at Child’s, Philadelphia. Our new Schaff 
buildimg, at dawn. Telegrams to loved 


ones. Home, at one in the afternoon, De~ 


cember 25, after forty months away. That’s 
Christmas. 

Boys and girls in orphanages, in hos- 
pitals, in homes for erippled children, well 
fed, rich in gifts from folks who have not 
forgotten. That’s Christmas. 

Fathers of fifteen nations signing peace. 
Big brothers and sisters at a World Youth 
Peace Congress. No gifts of guns or can- 
non—‘‘ and on earth PEACE.’’ 

That, too, is Christmas. 

P. S$. 1—And here are the answers to 
my Birthday Box Surprise. (How many 
did you guess?) 1—Rwubber ball. 2—A 
big stick of candy. 3—A pair of scissors. 
4—A horn, 5—A bottle of Kwilestik. 6— 
A ‘blow’? pipe. 7—A peach. 8—A bal- 
loon. 9—A mouth organ. 10—Japan’s 
Three Monkeys: that hear no evil, speak 
no evil, see no evil. 

P. S. 2—‘‘Pete’’ helped (??%) me earry 
a box from the mailbox. 


I held fast to 
one end and he pulled hard at the cord, at 
the other!!! 


THIS HAS WHISKERS 


Two oysters were in a big pot of milk, 
getting ready for a stew. Said the small 
oyster to his larger brother: ‘‘ Where are 
we??? s 

‘*At a Church supper,’’ was the reply, 
whereupon, the little oyster said: ‘‘ What 
on earth do they want of both of us?’?’— 
Church Management. 


ANSWERS TO — A HIDDEN 
FRUIT PUZZLE 


1. Oranges; 2. Apple; 3. Cherries; 4. 
Grapes; 5. Lemons; 6. Apricot; 7. Straw- 
berry; 8. Watermelon; 9. Peaches; 10. Cur- 
rants. 


WORD 


BEHEADING ACROSTIC NO. 6 


The beheaded letters, placed in order, spell 
the name of a Christmas visitor, 

1. Behead the children’s winter ear- 
riage and leave to be conducted. 

2. Behead ascended and leave a flower. 

3. Behead not wide and leave a small 
pointed weapon. 

4. Behead Christmas pies and leave 
the opposite of science. 

5. Behead onee more and leave profit. 

6. Behead Christmas sweets and leave 
a man’s name. 

7. Behead a 
Noah’s house. 

8. Behead the fruit of the oak and 
leave a cereal, 

9. Behead custom and leave a wise 


song bird and leave 


man. 
10. Behead an odor and leave a small 
coin. —A, M. 8. 
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PASSING THE BUCK 


A teacher in a local Sunday 
wanted to reprove a small boy. 

‘*Johnnie,’’ she said, quite solemnly, 
‘*T’m afraid I shall never meet you in the 
better land.’’ 

Johnnie gave her a look of astonishment. 

‘“Why, teacher,’’ he said, ‘‘ Whatever 
have you been doing now?’’ 


School 


‘“What is the best thing to take when 
one is run down?’’ asks a newspaper cor- 
respondent. 

‘‘The number of the 
Beacon-Herald. 


ear.’’—Stratford 


A FRONTIER CHRISTMAS 


Daisy D. Stephenson 


‘“Now come on, everybody, and look!’’ 


called Betty, flushed and radiant as she 
flung open the living-room door. ‘‘Isn’t 
that the prettiest Christmas tree you ever 
saw, Grandpa?’’ 

In came Father and Mother Marshall 
with Grandpa and Grandma, honored 
guests. 

‘<Took us a good while,’’ beamed Jimmy, 
‘‘put I had to get the ladder to trim the 
upper story.’’ ; 

The young silver spruce dazzled in its 
vines of gleaming silver, its fairy birds 
and tinsel balls, its gay candles. It seemed 
to sway a little as if in excitement. 

‘‘Betty made that big star, and she 
thought of piling real stones at the foot 
of the tree to make believe it was still 
growing in the mountains,’’ explained 
Jimmy proudly. 

‘Yes, but Jimmy gathered the boughs 
and vines up the canon,’’ lilted Betty, ad- 
justing a berry-red candle. ‘‘How do you 
like our indoor woods?’’ 

‘‘Beautiful! ”? breathed Mother, eyes like 
Christmas stars. 

‘«My, doesn’t that balsam smell sweet?’’ 
exclaimed Grandma. ‘‘And those little 
spruce cones make me real homesick for 
our -old ranch.’’ 

‘¢Wouldn’t surprise me to scare up a 
deer or a rabbit any minute,’’ boomed 
jolly, white-whiskered Grandpa, a larger 
edition of good St. Nick. 

‘‘TLooks and smells and feels like Christ- 
mas,’’ approved the children’s father, lift- 
ing a pitehy log on the glowing embers 
in the great fireplace. 

'<«We’ll spend Christmas Eve in the 
woods, campfire and all,’’ he joked, placing 
easy chairs for his father and mother. 

‘¢And nobody’s to think of bedtime for 
hours, because it’s Christmas Eve.’’ 
Betty’s blue eyes flashed defiance at the 
bossy old clock. ‘And the first Christmas 
we’ve had Grandpa and Grandma since 
they went to California and I was just a 
teeny girl. We’ll sit round the fire and 
sing carols, won’t we, Grandma? ‘The 
First Noel’ and ‘O Little Town of Beth- 
lehem’—and oh, Mother knows a lot of 
carols! ?? 

‘‘Well, we’re going to have a story, 
aren’t we, Grandpa?’’ demanded Jimmy, 
sprawling comfortably on the bearskin 
rug. ‘‘About Indians and Christmas— 
something thrilling and true.’’ 

‘Indians and Christmas! ’’ echoed Betty 
doubtfully as she drew a stool close to 
Grandpa. ‘‘They don’t go together.’’ 

‘¢Well, an Indian and a Christmas tree 
went together once,” chuckled Grandpa— 
‘‘my first Christmas out West.’’ He 
reached out for a rosy apple and bit into 
jt critically, his keen old eyes fixed on the 
snapping logs with a far-away, long-time- 
ago look. 

‘‘Pretty good apple,’? he approved. 
‘“‘But it doesn’t taste like the one I ate 
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down at the old Elephant Corral close to strange outfit drove into the corral, and I 
seventy years ago. Worth a dollar apiece, just took one squint at what that lean, 
those fellow’s apples were. And I hadn’t leathery-faced fellow had in his wagon 
laid eyes on an apple since we left Ili- and let out such a whoop they thought I 
nois in our covered wagon to travel the was being scalped, I reckon. Apples! So 
Overland Trail.’’ when the driver asked Little Cub and me 
Jimmy was jubilant. Grandpa was to make ourselves useful, we sure pitched 
started—but were there Indians in it? in. Watered the mules and ran errands, 
Jimmy had to ask or explode. and the man gave us an apple apiece. 
‘‘Sure pop,’? Grandpa assured him. Men swarmed around the wagon and 
“*Nothing much but Indians in Colorado bought him out at a dollar an apple in a 
those days. I’ve spun you yarns before, few minutes. 
when you were little shavers, about that ‘‘Well, sir, I ate half of mine—and my, 
long, hard trip over the plains. But I it was prime! before I thought how Mother 


don’t recollect getting started on my first 


Christmas out here when I was ten and 
about as big as a grasshopper.’’ 

‘‘Ts Grandma in it?’’ asked Betty 
anxiously. 

‘‘Well now,’ argued Grandpa, ‘‘let’s 


have some surprise to this story. Just the 
same, your grandma couldn’t have been 
more than six or seven then, so she 
wouldn’t count.’?’ He winked slyly at 
Grandma, who smiled back. ‘‘That Ele- 
phant Corral, down where Blake Street is 
now, was the place boys hankered to be. 
People coming and going, something stir- 
ring every minute—the place you picked 
up all the news from the latest Indian 
raid to President. Lincoln’s election. We 
lived in a log cabin in Indian Row, and 
I could streak through sage and tumble- 
weeds to the big corral after I heard the 
last crack of the stage driver’s whip, com- 
ing from Kansas. Not many white boys 
to play with them. There was a cute, 
pocket-sized little girl in the next log 
cabin, but she thought I was a regular 
rowdy. And I reckon I did tease her 
some. Used to borrow her ecorncob dolls 
and play Indians had kidnapped ’em. Then 
I’d get her in a good humor by whittling 
her willow whistles and tops. She was a 
spunky type, real pioneer grit. Never saw 
her ery real hard but once. That was the 
time her Christmas tree was stolen.’’ 

““Exeuse me, Grandpa!’’ Betty was po- 
lite but firm. ‘‘What did you say the 
little girl’s name was??? 

“*T didn’t say. But generally she was 
called ‘Missy,’ as her folks were from the 
South. Now where was I?” Grandpa’s 
eye fell on the basket of Jonathans. ‘‘Oh, 
yes. Little Cub was at our house*—told 
you about my Indian pal, haven’t I??? 

‘“No!’? in reproachful duet. 

*¢Well, Little Cub was the son of a 
friendly Arapahoe. Took a liking to our 
house from the first—everybody loved my 
mother. Anyhow, Little Cub would walk 
miles to play with me, and the things he 
taught me about hunting and_ fisshing! 
Missy liked him, too. He used to bring 
her little moccasins and pretty beads. Once 
he brought her a baby fox.’’ 

Grandma’s hands were idle, her crochet 
work forgotten, and she listened as if she, 
too, loved stories. 

‘*Pioneer children didn’t have many 
knickknacks anytime,’’? reminded Grandpa. 
“*And all my mother wanted for Christmas 
was a letter from home. Hard as she 
worked, she kept an eye on the trail till 
the express rider clattered in. A letter 
cost her fifty cents, and it was weeks old, 
but it was the most precious Christmas 
gift in the world to Mother.’’ 

“*But what about the apple, Grandpa?’’ 
queried Jimmy. 

**Oh, yes. Little Cub and I had hipered 
down to the corral when the old stage 
coach drove in. One of the four horses 
had been killed and there were a few 
arrows still sticking in the coach—a sure 
sign Indians had been after them. The 
Utes had been out for scalps, but before 
they got started a party of white men 
rode to the reseue—Fighting Joe Slade 
and Kit Carson among them; so those 
Utes hit the sage like jack rabbits chased 
by a coyote. 

‘“*While the stage driver was yarning, a 


- 


loved apples. I looked at Little Cub, who 
hadn’t tasted his. ‘For Missy,’ he told 
me when I asked why he was saving it. 
Maybe I didn’t feel little enough to crawl 
into a gopher hole! Mother enjoyed her 
half a lot, but when I saw how tickled 
Missy was with Little Cub’s apple, I had 
to think fast to make up for my greedi- 
ness. And that,’s where the Christmas tree 
comes in, 

“‘T tramped half a day through snow 
up a canon where I’d been fishing in sum- 
mer with Little Cub and got the prettiest 
little tree, about a third the size of yours 
there. Little Cub helped, and a sneaky 
older boy, Lone Wolf, hung around and 
spied, I found out later. Missy was so 
happy when I brought it to her. And she 
was different from me. She said it was 
mine as much as hers, and Little Cub had 
a share in it, too. She wasn’t big as a 
pint of cider, but she was the prettiest, 
sweetest little girl in the world, I reckon,’’ 
Grandpa said judicially. 

Betty wriggled uneasily and shot a scan- 
dalized look at serene Grandpa. 

“‘T guess Grandma was just as sweet 
and pretty and smart herself, Grandpa,’’ 
she spoke up loyally, and edged her stool 
closer. to Grandma. Grandma laughed 
softly, and even Father and Mother seemed 
amused, but Grandpa didn’t pay any atten- 
tion. 

‘‘The day before Christmas, Missy and 
I dressed our tree up, We didn’t have 
any toy shops or pretty do-dads like your 
trimmings. But Missy’s mother had 
brought a sack of popeorn from the South 
and we popped and strung that. Then 
my mother made a little molasses taffy, 
and I hauled out some black walnuts I’d 
smuggled across the plains. Little Cub 
helped out with some blue jay feathers 
and red beads. It doesn’t sound like much 
to you, maybe, but we little pioneers 
thought it was jim-dandy.’’ 

Grandpa’s voice sounded so belligerent 
that Betty soothed hastily, ‘‘It must have 
been just darling, Grandpa.’’ 

‘‘That day some hunters showed up in 
the settlement. with a dozen or so wild 
turkeys. I tell you, those turkeys were 
a riot. They cost six bits a pound, but 
folks didn’t care. Somehow the sight of 
7?em made everybody homesick. Reminded 
them of back home sand all the good things 
and happy times they’d been used to be- 
fore they left everything for the covered- 
wagon trail.’? 

A little silence fell, while the fire snap- 
ped cheerily and the neglected old clock 
ticked loudly. 

“‘Did you have a turkey, Grandpa???’ 
asked Jimmy, remembering the fine gob- 
bler decorating Mother’s ice-box. Betty 
sighed. She was back in the long-ago days 
with the pioneer children before there was 
a single lovely home like this, or a tele- 
phone, or radio, or a new sedan, or air- 
planes. For at that moment they all heard 
the zoom of the night mail, and Grandma 
smiled at the thought of the Christmas 
letter she would receive in the morning 
from dear ones back in New England. 

‘Tt started to snow about dark,’’ 
Grandpa took up his story, then cocked 
an ear to the wind that suddenly swooped 
down the chimney and howled like a wolf. 
‘«Just like it’s going to do tonight if I’m 
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any weather prophet. Missy and I told 
our little tree good-night and went to bed. 


-And when we looked out Christmas morn- 


ing to holler ‘Christmas gift!’ our tree 
wasn’t there.’ 
“Oh, Grandpa!’’ Betty clasped her 


hands in suspense. 

“*Well, Missy came tearing over in her 
red hood and cape, and I got into my 
brass-toed boots and rabbit-fur cap, and 
we started out as grim as the sheriff after 
a horse thief. Didn’t have any luck eatch- 
ing the criminal. But over by Cherry 
Creek here came Little Cub running like 
an antelope, and we let out a yell of relief. 
For he had our missing treasure. Lone 
Wolf had stolen it after dark, and I reekon 
Little Cub went after him like a grizzly 
after a bee tree; so we had our Christmas. 
tree back. I’ll never forget that Christmas. 

““My mother had the friendliest spirit, 


- always helping folks in trouble. She often 


said more food and less fighting—bread 
instead of bullets—was what the new coun- 
try needed. So on Christmas our little 
cabin had to stretch to keep up with her 
hospitality, for ‘Good will to men’ was 
Mother’s daily rule. 

‘‘We had Little Cub and his family, 
Buekskin Ben, an old trapper, and Lieu- 
tenant Harry, a homesick young soldier 
from York State. There was Bud, a dar- 
ing pony express rider, and, of course, 
Missy and her folks.’’ 

‘“But was there turkey enough?’’ asked 
housewifely Betty anxiously. 

‘*Sure,’’ chuckled Grandpa. ‘‘ Everybody 
had a taste, though, come to think of it, 
IT doubt if Mother had even the neck. 
But there was lots of antelope steak and 
venison and quail, and Mother had some- 
how worked a miracle in a wonderful 
pudding. I can see her yet beaming over 
the pound of sugar and the sack of coffee 


the express rider made her a present of.. 


Worth their 
were.’? 

Grandpa’s voice had grown a bit husky, 
his eyes dim, and Grandma reached over 
to pat his. arm. He tucked her hand 
tightly in his and cleared his throat. But 
Jimmy was eager to know what became 
of Little Cub. ; 

‘‘Lived to be threescore and ten, Sonny, 
and a better Indian never lived, ”? said 
Grandpa with feeling. ‘‘We were pals 
right through. Saved our lives once, he 
and his Indian wife.’’ 

‘¢Oh, Grandpa, what became of Missy?’* 
Betty wanted to know. 

Mother spoke up surprisingly. ‘‘When 
she was a young lady and went South to 
hoarding school, everyone ealled her ‘Miss 
Elizabeth.’ ’’ ; 

“‘But—’’ Betty’s eyes were puzzled. 

‘*And now.’’? added Grandpa, highly 
pleased with himself, ‘‘you children call 
her—Grandma! For Grandma was my cube: 
little neighbor, Missy.’’ 


. (All rights reserved.) 


weight in gold dust, they 


I WONDER IF THE SLEEPY 
LAMBS 


I wonder if the sleepy lambs 
That snuggled close that night rs 

In old Judea’s chilly hills ~ 
Beheld the Christ-star bright. 


I wonder if they felt the warmth 
Of Love its message told; 

I wonder if their little hearts © 
Were stirred within the fold. 


It seems to be they must have : 
A Shepherd kind was bo: 
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A ‘‘SETTLED'’ THING 

Many years ago—more than fifty of 
them—a member of the graduating class of 
my old college took for the theme of. his 
commencement address’ the suggested 
phrase—‘Settled Things.’’ After so long 
a time it will not be thought wonderfud if 
the several points of his address are for- 
gotten, but the writer of this brieflet is 
quite sure that one of them was not the 
point that the caption above is intended to 
propose for discussion, and that is the ques- 
tion of Prohibition in the United States, 
So long ago as that—1876—that great 
proposition had hardly been seriously con- 
sidered. It is true that Maine had enacted 
Prohibition a quarter of a century before, 
but Maine was thought to be fanatieally 
radical, and the drink habit was well nigh 
universal all over the country. The manu- 
facture of intoxicants was one of the great 
industries, and the sale of intoxieants one 


of the great businesses of these United 
States, 
Fifty years, however, have wrought 


mighty changes in this great country. In 
1881 Kansas followed Maine in prohibiting 
the manufacture and sale of intoxicating 
liquors. Gradually large sections of the 
¢eountry became dry, and now—a few vears 
since—the entire nation has adopted the 
principle of Prohibition, and to make it 
secure has written it into its Constitution 
in the form of the Eighteenth Amendment 
to that document. It goes without saying 
that some of the people have been dissatis- 


fied with that amendment and the laws 
enacted to secure its enforcement, <A can- 


didate of one of the great parties for the 
highest office in the gift of the United 
States, and the highest office in the whole 
world, had the audacity, in opposition to 
the platform on which he was nominated 
and supposed to stand, to broadeast his 
purpose, if elected, to undertake to nullify 
that amendment, and, with that purpose 
written in flaming letters on his banners, 
went forth before the people asking them 
to give him their suffrages. The people 
have responded. It is now too early (Nov, 
8) to give the figures, but by an over- 
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whelming majority—such a majority as 
never before registered in this country— 
they have said that the Eighteenth Amend- 
ment shall stand. It is true that many 
who voted against the aforesaid candidate 
were undoubtedly ‘‘wets,’’ but it also is 


true that many who voted for him 
were ‘‘drys.’’ Let the one fact offset the 
other. It is a ‘‘settled thing’’ that Prohi- 


bition is acceptable to the overwhelming 
majority of the people, and now let us all 
work faithfully for the enforcement of 


the Volstead law. —G. S. R. 


DEDICATION OF TRINITY CHURCH, 
TAMAQUA, PA. 

Nov, 18-25 was dedication week in Trin 
ity Church, Tamaqua, Pa., Rev. A. C. 
Thompson, D. D., pastor, This congrega- 
tion has now an equipment fully adapted 
to the social and edueational needs of 
modern Church work, The present Church 
building has been fully renovated, and the 
Sunday School rooms adjusted to the de 
partmental plan of religious education. <A 
2-story addition, 60 by 28 feet, has been 
erected on the portion of the lot unoceu- 
pied. This contains a Chapel with 275 
seatings, used by the Young People’s and 
Senior departments of the Sunday Sehool, 
for entertainments and week-night ser 
viees. It also contains a room furnished 
by one of the classes for consistory and 
committee meetings. 

The first floor, beneath the Chapel and 
the Church proper, contains large rooms 
for the Intermediate, Junior, Primary and 
Beginners’ Depts. of the Sunday School. 
Also, a finely equipped up-to-date kitchen 
facilitates the use of this space for the 
seating of 400 banqueters. In the base- 
ment is accommodation for Boy and- Girl 
Scouts. The cost of the building and im- 
provements was $48,000, of which more 
than $25,000 was raised during the eree- 
tion of the building. At the dedication 
there was a cash offering of $2,400 and 
$1,790 special pledges. Attorney TH. Seidel 
Throm, of Reading, rendered wise and 
helpful assistance in the management of 


Rev. Arthur C, Thompson, D. D. 


Trinity Reformed Church 
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the financial campaign. D, H. Grootenboer, 
of Pottsville, was the architect; Mr. Har- 
old Hartman, a member of Trinity congre- 
gation, is connected with this firm, 


Prominent speakers delivered addresses 


during dedication week. Dr. J. M.S, Isen 
berg, Vice-President of Ursinus College, 
preached two fine sermons on Noy. 18. 


Judge Roy P. Hicks, of Schuylkill County 
Courts, addressed the Chapel audience at 
the dedieat:on on Sunday afternoon. Dr. 
Paul.S. Leinbach, Editor of ‘‘The Messen 
ger,’’ delivered an inspiring address at the 
Young People’s meeting on Tuesday even 
ing. Dr, Elmer §S. Noll, of Schuylkill 
Haven, representing Sehuylkill Classis 
Ministerial Association, which attended 
the services in a body, gave a stirring mes- 
The ministers and their wives were 
entertained by the pastor and his wife at 
dinner that evening after a meet ng of 
the Association at which Rev, R. A. Bausch 
presented the review of Mather’s ‘‘Sei- 
ence in Search’ of God.’??’ On Denomina- 
tional Night, Thursday, the address of Dr. 
( KE. Creitz, President of the Board of 
Foreign Missions, was both interesting and 
‘nstructive. He spoke on ‘*The Contribu- 
tion of the Denomination to the Loeal 
Congregation.’’?’ Rey. W. E. Myers, Presi- 
dent of the Tamaqua Ministers’ Associa- 
tion, spoke representing the denominations 
of town. At a THome-Coming service on 
Sunday, Novy, 25, a large number of older 
members were brought in automobiles to 
Worship and to see the Church. It was a 
joyous occasion. Speeial music by the 
choir marked all these services. 

A beautiful program wae issued, giving 
interesting facets in the life of the econgre- 
gation, and a record of the personnel of 
the workers responsible for the building 
and the ‘improvements made, including a 
p'cture of the consistory. 


sage. 


Pastors of Trinity Chureh were: Revs. 
L. K. Derr, supply when organized, Aug. 
19, 1867; I. E. Graeff. Sept. 10, 1868; John 
H. Hartman, March 10, 1874; Dr. John J. 
Fisher, Feb. 5, 1880; E, M. Sandow, June 
15, 1913; and Dr. Arthur C, Thompson, 
pastor since Noy. 30, 1913, 
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Becker Memorial Doors, Trinity Church, Tamaqua, Pa. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
(Continued from page 2) 
and put in the first dollar and hoped for us 
that this year we would get the largest 
contribution we ever received, 
Dear friends, let us strive to accomplish 
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this goal. We are in need of a good woman 
to help in the cottage where boys from five 
to nine live. We should have help at once. 
Due to the fact that Christmas is near at 
hand, which means that there is more 
work at that time than ordinarily, we will 
be happy to hear from some willing person. 


lo. 3 50 a 3] 
|| THE CHURCH SERVICES | 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, 'D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Fourth Sunday in Advent, December 23, 
1928 
The Birth of Jesus 
Luke 2:1-20 

Golden Text: There is born to you this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, who 
is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:11. 

Lesson Outline: 1. Jesus. 2. The Christ, 
3. Our Saviour. 

The regular lesson for this Sunday is 
Paul’s last message—his valedictory to 
Timothy (2 Timothy 4:1-8). He says, ‘‘ The 
time of my departure is come. I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished the 
course, I have kept the faith: henceforth 
there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the right- 
eous judge, shall give to me at that day; 
and not to me only, but also to all them 
that have loved His appearing.’’ We have 
in these beautiful words the apostle’s own 
estimate of his remarkable life. There is 
in them a downward look, a backward 
look, and an upward look. He sees his 
grave yawning at his feet. ‘‘The time of 
my departure is come.’’ But death has no 
terror for this aged saint. The grave has 
been robbed of its victory. He reviews his 
career, but his conscience is void of of- 
fense. Strenuous and tumultuous his life 
has been—a battle, a race, a sacred trus- 
teeship, but he has been faithful unto the 
end. And then the weary warrior lifts 
his eyes unto heaven: henceforth! He sees 


the radiant coronation and completion of 
his life of devoted service. 

What more significant Christmas lesson 
could one find than this swan-song of the 
greatest Christian of his age? It does not, 
indeed; relate the incidents of the birth 
of the Holy Babe, but it pictures the ef- 
fect of Jesus upon the life of mankind. It 
shows us the true meaning of Christmas; 
not thought out into theories, but wrought 
out in a human life. Paul was a trophy 
of Christ; the greatest, perhaps, but still 
one of many. It was He who transformed 
Saul of Tarsus into Paul the Apostle. And 
the making of such Christ-like men has 
been the true glory of Jesus through all 
the ages. That is why we know and be- 
lieve that the lowly Babe of Bethlehem is 
truly the Christ, the Saviour of the world. 
If we speak of Jesus’ birth as the inearna- 
tion, that is the dwelling of God in a 
man, then we may well think of a con- 
tinuation of the incarnation in those who, 
through Christ, found access to God. In- 
deed, unless thus the Word becomes flesh 
in us, we shall never be able to under- 
stand the holy mystery that He dwelt in 
Christ, in all the fullness of His grace and 
truth. 

However, the lesson for this day is the 
Birth of Jesus. After all, our Christmas 
would lack something without a medita- 
tion on the greatest fact of history. Noth- 
ing ean take the place of that in our 
preparation for Christmas and in our cele- 
bration. of the Holy Day. If we neglect 
or forget it, we may still have feasts and 
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friends to gladden our hearts, but the joy 
of the day will be dim and short-lived, 
like the candles on the Christmas tree. If 
Christ is at the feast, He will kindle a 
light in our hearts that nothing ean quench, 
Christmas will come and go. Its tinsel and 
its baubles will disappear. But its glory 
will abide. 

And I use the word ‘‘meditation,?” 
rather that ‘‘study.’’?’ The head does not 
penetrate very far into the meaning of 
Jesus’ life. We may study our records. 
critically and scientifically, but that will 
never give us the Christ whom Paul adored 
as his Saviour. Only the heart of man 
can know Him, for it is to the heart He 
proclaims His glad tidings of salvation. 
Men will continue to write splendid books. 
Towards the Understanding of Jesus, And 


» their scholarly presentation of the back- 


ground of His life, His ancestry and His. 
environment, will make Him more real as. 
an historical figure. But what has all that 
to do with His real meaning as the Saviour 
of mankind? Theoretically, we know so 
very little of Jesus. Only the barest sketeh 
of His life is found in our records. Not a 
single date that is absolutely certain. Gaps 
in our knowledge of Him that no historical 
research can fill. 

But, practically, we know everything 
about Him, We know Him far better than 
any other person that has ever lived in 
this world. We go to Him with our great- 
est questions, and He answers them fully 
and finally. We come to Him with our 
deepest needs, and He meets them ecom- 
pletely. We find Him a man, linked close 
to us by the bonds of our common human- 
ity. And, yet, He does for us what no 
other man has done or can do. He fills 
human life with new meaning. He gives 


Karl Wetterau, Harold Smeck, R. Samuel Lutz, Kenneth Spaide, William 
G. Schmauch, J. Herbert Derr, Calvin Hartman, John Becker 


us a new purpose and a new power. He 
delivers us from the guilt of sin and from » 
its dominion. He gives us the inner assur-— 
ance of life everlasting. Through Him we 


have aecess to the Father. Gladly and sin- 


cerely we join in the adoring confession ~ 


of all the ages that God dwelt in Jesus 
for the redemption of mankind from sin. 
Thus, in humble meditation, we may 
stand with bowed head and reverent heart 
before the mystery of the nativity as told 
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by Matthew and Luke. What can the mind 
of man do with the wonder and awe of 
that story, ‘‘the sweetest ever told?’’ 
These beautiful symbols. of a reality that 
is deeper far than our poor logic remain 
mute and meaningless, unless they are in- 
terpreted by a heart that has met Jesus 
in its own experience and found Him a 
Saviour. Only then will the angelic choir, 
the star and the magi and the wondering 
shepherds seem to be the appropriate set- 
ting for the birth of the Holy Babe in 
whom all the world was to be blessed. 
Our children dearly love these beautiful 
stories of the birth of Jesus, and only 
child-hearted men and women can under- 
stand them. For them Christmas is the 
holiest and happiest day in all the year be- 
eause it marks the birth of Jesus, the 
Christ, who is the Saviour of all mankind. 

I.- Jesus. Only Matthew and Luke record 
the birth of Jesus. Mark, our oldest gos- 
pel, begins his narrative with the story of 
His baptism. And then he deseribes His 
marvelous ministry which filled men with 
amazement. They came from afar to hear 
His words, and they confessed that no 
man had ever spoken like Christ. He 
healed men of their diseases. He forgave 
their sins. He challenged them to repent 
and believe that the Kingdom of God is 
close at hand. 

Mark tells us that the people were at a 
loss what to make of this strange Healer 
and Teacher and Preacher. He perplexed 
them. Some thought that He was John 
the Baptist come back to life, or Elijah. 
Others said He was one of the prophets. 
Peter came nearest the truth when he 
said, after a year’s fellowship with Jesus, 
‘«™hou art the Christ’? (Mark 8:27-29). 

This same Jesus still confronts the 
world. Men are still perplexed about Him. 
Who was He? Some admire Him greatly 
for the purity of His life and for the lofti- 
ness of His teaching. But they see in Him 
only manhood raised to its highest level; 
not the Godhead stooping to lift man. 
Others adore Him as God incarnate. How 
ean we know the truth about Jesus? How 
ean we come to share Peter’s estimate that 
He is the Christ, God’s Anointed? 

Only by following the example of Peter. 
There is only one way that leads to the 
truth about Jesus. The way of personal 
experience. Peter had become a disciple 
of Jesus. He had given up his vocation 
that he might live with the Master. And 
out of that intimate fellowship grew the 
great conviction voiced at Caesarea Phil- 
ippi. So we must become personally 
acquainted with Jesus, as He lives and 
labors and loves in the gospels. We shall 
find, then, as Peter did, that Jesus was a 
man of Nazareth, an itinerant prophet, 
who went about ‘‘doing good.’’ But, like 
Peter, we shall also find in His real man- 
hood a glory that is not of the earth. Both 
in the truth that He taught and the life 
He lived. Shining through the folds of 
His flesh, as it were, we too shall see the 
Christ. 

II. The Christ. The men who knew 
Jesus in the flesh did not stop with Peter’s 
confession. That was only the beginning 
of a long process of giving Him His full 
and right name. Read the Gospel of John, 
the latest and last of our Biblical narra- 
tives of the life of Jesus. See what John 
says about Jesus (1:1-18). He gives Him 
a new name, ‘‘The Word.’’ He tells us 
that from all eternity this Christ dwelt in 
the bosom of the Godhead. ; 

But even there the process of giving this 
Holy Babe of Bethlehem His full name 
did not stop. It continued for several cen- 
turies, until the Chureh had written her 
great creeds about the person of Christ. 
How marvelous are the titles and honors 
bestowed upon Jesus in these sonorous con- 
fessions. Are they true? 

They are the testimony of men who, 
like Peter, had come to know Jesus per- 
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sonally and intimately. They are an inter- 
pretation of their experience. Detached 
from that experience, these divine titles 
ascribed to Jesus sound ineredible and im- 
possible. They express the faith of men 
who had come to God, in and through 
Christ. Therefore they ealled Him God’s 
Human Counterpart, or The Incarnate God. 

Unless we share that faith, Christmas 
loses its deep significance. Its glamor of 
candle and tree and gifts will be for chil- 
dren only. Its true glory will be lost. For 
the glory of the day lies in the fact that it 
commemorates the birth of One who in His 
manhood revealed the Godhead. In Him 
God came to men that through Him men 
might rise to God. 

III. Our Saviour. But the first and old- 
est name given to that Babe of Bethlehem 
was Jesus (Matthew 1:21). And Jesus 
means Saviour. ‘‘Thou shalt call His name 
Jesus, for He it is who will save His people 
from their sins.’’ Upon that great fact 
rest all the titles and honors, all the ad- 
miration and adoration that men have 
given Him. If that first name be true, 
then all the other names follow. Then this 
Jesus is verily God with us, for only God 
can save mankind from sin. 

And the name Jesus is His true name. 
He has saved men from sin. History at- 
tests it abundantly and our heart con- 
firms the testimony of nineteen centuries. 
Let us go to Bethlehem, therefore, with 
the shepherds of old, ‘‘glorifying and 
praising God’’ for the gift of ‘‘a Saviour, 
who is Christ the Lord.” 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


December 23rd— Worshipping Christ in 
Story and in Song. Luke 2:1-14. 


Our Seripture Lesson leads us into the 
very heart of the Christmas story. The 
center of the whole picture is Christ. 
Christmas, upon whose threshold the Chris- 
tian world is again standing, affords an 
oceasion for telling the old, old story over 
and over again. Somehow we never grow 
weary of it. We tell it in story as it is 
woven from the words of prophets and 
apostles of old and we rehearse it in songs 
that have come down through the cen- 
turies. It is the story of the Christ. He is 
the center of our praise and prayer. We 
worship Him by listening to little children 
as they tell the story with lisping lips. We 
worship Him as we ourselves recite the 
words from the good old Book, And we 
worship Him when we believe the story to 
be true. The wondering Shepherds heard 
the good news on Judea’s plain, and they 
were filled with wonder, love and awe. 
The angels sang their Gloria in Excelsis. 
The Wise Men came in response to an in- 
ward urge and guided by a star they wor- 
shipped Him, the new-born King, by pre- 
senting to Him gifts of gold, frankin- 
cense and myrrh. Elizabeth, in the hill- 
country, burst forth into praise, while the 
Mother of our Lord sang her beautiful 
Magnificat. Zacharias poured out his heart 
in the Benedictus, and the aged Simeon 
took the Christchild in his arms and sang 
the swan song of his life. Thus on that 
first Christmas they worshipped Christ in 
story and in song. Following the example 
of those early saints, the lovers of Christ 
today are still worshipping Him by telling 
the old story and singing the Christmas 
carols. 

What a wonderful thing it is to worship 
Christ, yet many people do not fully un- 
derstand what all this means! Worship 
is the celebration of life. It means the 
recognition of a great, living personality 
whose presence and power we feel in our 
lives. In true worship there are always 
two factors that enter. The one is God 
or Christ, whom we eall the object of 
worship. The other is man, whom we speak 
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of as the subject of worship. Now, the 
purpose of all worship is to recognize, to 
glorify and exalt the object of worship, 
namely, God. Sometimes we express simply 
our own feelings and emotions and we 
call it worship, but strictly speaking such 
emotional outbursts are not worship; they 
are merely self-exaltation and self-expres- 
sion, In worship we seek to recognize the 
glory of God and appreciate God’s worth. 
In true worship we are to cease to talk 
about ourselves and begin to talk to God 
and about God, If we accept this standard 
of worship how many of our prayers are 
unworthy of the name of worship! 

The same is true with reference to our 
hymns. How many of them revolve around 
ourselves instead of around God and Jesus 
Christ. And the same may be said with 
reference to many an anthem that is ren- 
dered by the choir. When once our Church 
members begin to understand the differ- 
ence between true worship and that which 
falsely parades under its name, they will 
begin to chafe tremendously under much 
of our present-day travesty of worship. 

One of the great hymns of the Church 
has come down to ts from that first Christ- 
mas. We eall it the Gloria in Excelsis. 
It was the song of the angels. It is worth 
your study. What a great hymn it is! 

‘*Glory be to God on high, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men.’’ The first 
word is that great word, Glory. How that 
word runs through this marvelous hymn! 
What does Glory mean? It expresses the 
inner essence of a thing pushed to its 
highest expression and culmination. The 
glory of a plant is the flower that crowns 
its summit. The glory of God is the per- 
fection of His being, manifested. It in- 
volves the highest adoration and praise 
which the human heart is capable of 
ascribing. As you proceed in this hymn 
you find the true notes of worship empha- 
sized. 

‘*We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we 
worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give 
thanks to Thee for Thy great glory.’’ 

And then the hymn moves from the 
Father to the Son: 

*“Q Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ.’’ 

Then we sing about His great work of 
redemption and of His having accom- 
plished it and His sitting at the right 
hand of the Father. We ascribe to Him 
holiness and uniqueness and then we also 
recognize with Him the Holy Ghost. Thus 
the hymn is a great song to the Father 
and the Son and the Spirit around whom 
our worship must revolve and in whom 
the same must center. This hymn has 
come down to us first from the Greek 
Church, and then it was translated into 
Latin, and from the Latin translation we 
have gotten our English form. It should 
be sung not in a minor key, but in a full- 
rounded and exultant strain. It has been 
the form of many another hymn, and be- 
cause of its early origin, its long use in 
the Church and its richness of meaning 
and its form of real worship, it should be 
studied and treasured up as one of the 
rich legacies: of the Church. 

How much better it is to take these old 
familiar hymns which center around the 
Christmas season and teach them to our 
children than to have them sing a lot of 
the trashy, tawdry jazz that is sometimes 
gathered up from the street and from the 
stage, which only perverts the mind of the 
child from the real meaning of Christ-. 
mas. Even though the children will not 
fully understand the meaning of these 
classic hymns, it will not hurt them to 
learn them by heart, for in coming years, 
with wider experience, the thought and 
sentiment and beauty of these hymns will 
steal upon them and be wells of inspira- 
tion and fountains of joy to them for- 
ever. Let us make this Christmas a day 
when we shall really worship Christ in 
story and in song. 
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5% Serial 
Coupon Bonds 


Sold By 
The Board of Home 
Missions 
Authorized By 
General Synod 


Total Issue $500,000.00 
$300 ,060.00 Sold 


A Safe Investment 


For Further Information Write 


Rev. Wm. F. DeLong, D.D., 


Field Secretary 


Schaff Building, 1505 Race St. 
Philadelphia, Penna. 
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Miss Greta P. Hinkle, Editor, 416 Schaff 
Building, Phila., Pa, 


The W. M.S. of Ebenezer, N. Y., has fol- 
lowed a rather unique plan which will be of 
interest to missionary groups everywhere. 
To 32 men of the Church the following let- 
ter was sent: ‘‘The Woman’s Missionary 
Society of Ebenezer Reformed Church 
has formulated a plan whereby our men 
may have a part in our great work. We 
ask you to become an honorary member 
by paying one dollar annually, the fiscal 
year starting Sept. 1, 1928, This enroll- 
ment will have its special space upon our 
secretary ’s book, and once during the year 
a dinner will be served these honored 
guests. 

If we receive a favorable reply, 
You’ll not only us delight, 
But you’ll be a great help 
In spreading God’s light. 

Your dollar will be gratefully received 
by any member of the committee. 
(Signed).’’ 

Up to the time when we were told about 
the plan, there had been 27 favorable re- 
plies. 

PRAYER CALENDARS—They are here, 
in goodly quantity, NOW—but he who is 
wise will order early, for orders are com- 
ing in steadily; and although they arrived 
only a week ago, already more than half, 
of the supply has been mailed to various 
parts of the Church. Many of these orders 
were for the Calendars as gifts, from in- 
dividuals in some cases, and from Church 
School classes to shut-ins in others. The 
retail price is 25e per Calendar, but socie- 
ties buying in lots of a dozen or more can 
procure same for $2.00 per dozen, and 
thereby gain a dollar for the treasury, 


The W. M. S. of St. Paul’s (Fifth) 
Chureh, Baltimore, celebrated its 6th birth- 
day by inviting the members of the G. M. 
G, to a party. After a worship period, 
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based upon ‘‘Stewardship in the Life of 
Women,’’ one of the Guild girls gave a re- 
port of the Potomae Synodical Meeting held 
at Altoona, A short business session follow- 
ed, whereupon the meeting was turned over 
to the social committee. Games planned 
by the girls and 4 delicious lunch served 
by the women combined to make a most 
enjoyable evening during whieh a_ fine 
spirit of friendliness and good will pre- 
vailed. — 
Miss Ruth Heinmiller, Field Secretary 
of Guilds and Mission Bands, recently com- 
pleted an itinerary through Northwest 
Ohio Classis, planned by Mrs. Ellis Hay, 
Classical Secretary of Mission Bands. Mrs. 
Hay is most enthusiastic about the work 
with children and is doing a great deal to- 
ward promoting new work and strengthen- 
ing that already begun. While Miss Hein- 
miller was in this part of Ohio, she organ- 
ized 4 Guilds and 1 Mission Band, spoke to 
a number of Guilds and Bands and de- 
livered 3 Thank-Offering addresses, 


ABSTRACTS FROM A FEW OF THE 
ADDRESSES MADE AT THE 
REFORMED CHURCHMEN’S 
CONGRESS, HARRISBURG, 
PENNA. 


‘*Foreign missionary programs and poli- 
cies are no longer determined by Mission 
Boards alone, but by a full interchange of 
experience on the part of representatives 
of both the East and the West. The meet- 
ing of the International Missionary Coun- 
cil, held in Jerusalem last spring, which 
was attended by representative Christians 
of more than 50 different nations, was one 
of the most significant meetings of Chris- 
tian history, The gathering marked a new 
epoch in the development of the world 
missionary enterprise. As recently as the 
Edinburgh Conference, in 1910, the Chris- 
tians, from the countries in which the 
missionaries work, were conspicuous only 
by their almost complete absence. In Jeru- 
salem, in 1928, precisely the opposite was 
the case. To take a single illustration, 
the delegation of 20 from China was made 
up of 14 Chinese Christians and 6 mission- 
ary representatives. The missionary move- 
ment, in other words, is coming to be not 
something which we do for other people, 
but with them. The keynote of the enter- 
prise as interpreted by forward-looking 
leaders is fellowship, and at the Jerusalem 
meeting it was declared that we of the 
West have much to learn from as well 
as to give to our Christian brothers in 
other lands. Winning the world for Christ 
is seen to mean not only the occupation 
of all geographical areas with Churches 
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The 1929 ALMANAC and YEAR BOOK 


For the Reformed Church in the 
United States 


PRICES: 


Single copy, 26c each, delivery extra 

5 copies, 26c each, delivery extra 

6 to 25 copies, 24c each, delivery extra 
26 to 100 copies, 23c¢ each, delivery extra 
More than 100 copies, 21c each, delivery extra 


We carry the GERMAN ALMANAC, also in stock 


Publication and Sunday School Board of the Reformed Church in the 
United States 
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NOTICE 


Books of all publishers, partic- 
ularly those reviewed in this is- 
sue, can be secured postpaid 
Send your 


through your Board. 
order to 


PUBLICATION & SUNDAY SCHOOL 
BOARD of the REFORMED CHURCH 


15th and Race Sts., Phila., Pa. 


and ministers of the Gospel, but bringing 
all areas of human activity under the 
sway of Christ. As a result of this em- 
phasis measures have been adopted look- 
ing toward the establishment of a ‘bureau 
of social and economic research and in- 
formation’ on problems arising from the 
contact between Western civilization and 
undeveloped countries. Side by side with 
the unshakable assurance of the unique- 
ness and universality of Jesus Christ, there 
was manifest at Jerusalem a keen desire 
to understand other religions sympathetie- 
ally and to appreciate the best which they 
possess. The chief factor respoasible for 
the more sympathetie attitude toward non- 
Christian religions was the recognition of 
the fact that the strongest rival of Christ 
is, or will be tomorrow, not Buddha and 
Mohammed, but the spirit of materialism 
and practical irreligion which now perme- 
ates all lands and strikes at all religions. 
A large part of the thought at Jerusalem 
was focused on the task of reaching a 
clearer understanding of the indispensable 
resources to be found in Christ for meet- 
ing the secularizing tendencies in our mod- 
ern civilization.’’—Dr. Samuel M. Cavert. 


“‘God has had a special message for ~ 


every generation. His message for the 
present generation is Christian Steward- 
ship. The chief reason why this message 
has met with so prompt and eager a re- 
sponse, on the part of Christian people 
of all denominations, is beeause, at this 
very moment in human history, we have 
so much more than ever before for which 
we must render an account as stewards of 
God’s gifts. This is particularly true in 
matters of material possession. Steward- 
ship is today the greatest religious ideal 
before the American Church. It is great 
because it involves the whole of life, body, 
mind, social relations, religious possibili- 
ties, material possessions, The stewardship 
of money. made simple and workable to- 
day in all our Churches, would work a 
moral and financial revolution. It would 
speedily emaneipate thousands of our 
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LEADERS AT THE REFORMED CHURCHMEN'S CONGRESS IN HARRISBURG, NOV. 21-22 


(Readers of the MESSENGER who could not attend that epochal gathering will be glad to see the men who contributed 
so much to its success) 


The Program of the Reformed World-Wide Christianity The Layman As An Evangelist The Christian Layman’s Business 
Church and Social Relationships 


REV. ALLEN R. BARTHOLOMEW, D.D. REV. SAMUEL MC CREA CAVERT, D.D. J. CAMPBELL WHITE, LL.D. CHARLES E. BEURY, LL.D 
Philadelphia, Pa. New York City New York City Philadelphia, Pa. 
Men and Boys Organized for the Stewardship for All of Life The Gospel Through a Layman’s 
Spread of Christ’s Kingdom Eyes 


se 
ae 


MR. LEON C. PALMER REV, LUTHER E, LOVEJOY, D.D. MR. SAMUEL R. BOGGS 
Philadelphia, Pa. Chicago, Ill. Philadelphia, Pa. 
Forces in Japan Making for World Peace Church Union The Joy of Active Christian 

International Peace Service 


HON, SETSUZO SAWADA BISHOP PAUL JONES REV, GEORGE W. RICHARDS, D.D. REY. PURD E, DEITz 
Washington, D. C. New York City Lancaster, Pa. Philadelphia, Pa, 


OFFICERS OF THE CONGRESS 


WILLIAM W. ANSPACH EMORY L. COBLENTZ, LL.D. REV. WILLIAM E. LAMPE, PH.D. 
Presiding Officer Musical Director Secretary 
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COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 
This is the oldest of the educational institu 


tions of the Reformed Chuich. It is conducted 
Bastern Synods. Phe 


by the three (Mnglish) 

Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 


For eatalogue or information address the 
President, 
REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 


Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, including thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Science 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymnas- 
ium and Complete Athletic Field. 


A college whose educational policy rests 
on a sound cultural basis and is developed 
in broad sympathy with the needs of the 
present day. 


For Catalogue address: 


HENRY He APPLE, D. D., lib: DD, 
President. 


Ursinus College 
George L. Omwake, LL. D., President 


Scholarships and Loan Funds are 
needed to help deserving students meet 
the increased cost of education. Two 
Thousand to Ten Thousand Dollars will 
endow a scholarship in perpetuity. The 
principal is safely invested and the inter- 
est only used to provide aid. Few forms 
of benefaction yield returns more 
promptly or certainly. 

Write for booklet, ‘“Lasting Memorials”, 
and other information. 

J. M. S. Isenberg, D. D., Vice-President 
Collegeville, Pennsylvania 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD) EDWARDS DD. 5.0. Dv: 


Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 

A fully accredited member of the 
American Association of University Wo- 
men. Standard courses: A.B., B.S. in 
Home Economics, and B.M. in Music. 
Practical courses in Education, English 
Speech and Art. Ten buildings fully 
equipped for thorough work and modern 
housing. Suburban site of 125 acres. Our 
own garden and dairy. For catalog and 
book of views, apply 


JOSEPH H. APPLE, LL.D., President 


CHURCH 


Churches from the slavery of debt and in- 
solvency. It would give to the Church a 
sense of self-sufficiency and _ self-respect, 
and put religion on a plane of dignity and 
esteem before the whole world. And it 
would provide resources for the stabilizing 
and spredding of Christian teaching and 
living in every quarter of the globe.’”’— 
Dr. Luther E, Lovejoy, in his address on 
‘*Stewardship for All of Life.’’ 


‘““The supreme need of twentieth cen- 
tury Christianity is personal devotion to 
Christ, together with full participation by 
lay members of the Church in all of its 
plans and work. The reformation made 
history through its insistence upon every 
Christian’s direct access by faith to God 
in Christ. The work begun by the refor- 
mation can be completed only by the 
recognition of personal responsibility by 
each Christian to carry out the commis- 
sion and program of Christ. The com- 
munity, the nation and the world wait 
for laymen to be such Christians as reveal 
Christ to others and thus enable him to 
become the Saviour of the world. The 
Christian Church can never become the 
power it is divinely meant to be until its 
lay members accept and meet their per- 
sonal, spiritual obligations. This whole 
situation cannot be changed simply by 
preaching the Gospel within our Churches. 
Most of the people who need the Gospel 
most do not enter the Churches at all. 
The lay members of our Churches are the 
natural representatives of Christianity in 
their own homes and communities. They 
are primarily the ones who can reach the 
unchurched with personal influence and 
a personal Christian message. Lay mem- 
bers must accept this responsibility and 
carry the general burden of community 
evangelism equally with their pastors. The 
place and value of the small group should 
be rediscovered by our Churches. It is 
essential for many purposes. Definite and 
frequent assignments of work to individ- 
uals and reports upon work done are best 
accomplished through small group organ- 
ization. As a training school in prayer 
and in effective, fruitful service, the small 
group is of immense value. As the indi- 
vidual Christian cannot escape the obliga- 
tion to be a personal representative of His 
Master in his own natural contacts, so the 
individual Church must accept a spiritual 
responsibility for all the unchurched livy- 
ing within its natural field of labor. The 
Churches of any city or district should co- 
operate to reach all of the people of their 
community with the message and invita- 
tion of Christ. The greatest single need 
in our Churches generally is the fuller 
devotion of laymen to Christ and His 
Cause. Over 99% of our total Church 
membership belongs to the laity. Here the 
individual attitude and sense of responsi- 
bility must be manifested in order to 
make our Churehes reasonably effective. 
Multitudes of lay members can be enlisted 
if proper methods are used. The Church 
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Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. 8. Degrees 
Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Chureh leaders. 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 

Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Entered more than 1000 boys to some 
70 colleges in the last 28 years. Fine 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision, Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D,, 
Principal 


Catawba College 
Salisbury, N. C. 


The Facts 
Enrollment in the College.......... 321 
In the Summer School... see 302 
The Extension Department.......... 242 


Total Enrollment, twelve months.. 865 


The Reasons 


Good Equipment Strong Faculty 
First Class Program 
Accessible Location Reasonable Rates 


Write for Catalog and View Booklet 


League is helping the Protestant Churches 
of entire cities to act in concert to reaeh 
the 20 millions of youth in America not 
now receiving any religious education, and 
also to reach the 45 millions of unchurehed 
Protestants in America who are not now 
members of any Church. The Protestant 
Churches of four cities, including Eliza- 
beth, N. J., with 117,000 population, and 
Jersey City with 325,000, have recently 
adopted a comprehensive program for con- 
eert of action looking toward these ob- 
jectives, Philadelphia, Buffalo, Montreai 
and other cities are now moving in the 
same direction.’’—J. Campbell White. 
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The total amount spent by Americans 
on foreign travel in 1928, counting goods 
declared by returning travelers, would be 
about $900,000,000, aceording to a Federal 
expert. This means an increase of 
$100,000,000 over 1927 for trips abroad. 


In the first 9 months of this year 1,694 
persons were killed and 69,305 persons in- 
jured in New York State in automobile 
accidents, 


Reports over restored communications 


indicated that 200 persons perished in the 
tyhpoon which struck the central Philip- 
pine Islands the last part of November. 
10,000 are homeless on the island of Leyte 
alone. 

Air explorations in the Aretie northeast 
of Alaska in April, 1930, with the big 
dirigible Graf Zeppelin as the carrier, have 
been decided upon. Fridtjof Nansen, fa- 
mous Scandinavian explorer, will comm 
the expedition, which will be under 
auspices of the Aero-Arctic Society. 


DECEMBER 13, 1928. 


More than 122,000 miles, nearly 50 per 
cent. of the main arteries of vehicular 
travel in the 36 States in the snow belt, 
will be kept open and free from snow 
during the present winter, aceording to 
the American Automobile Association. Ap- 
proximately $5,425,000 will be expended 
for this extensive program, and it will 
mean a saving of millions of dollars in 
economic benefits to the snow States. 

Coincident with the celebration of their 
25th wedding anniversary, Governor and 
Mrs. John H, Trumbull Nov. 28 formally 
announced the engagement of their eldest 
daughter, Florence, to John Coolidge, son 
of President and Mrs. Calvin Coolidge. 
Miss Trumbull was graduated from Mount 
Holyoke College in 1927. 

France’s army will number 598,000 of- 
fficers and men in 1930, when one-year serv- 
ice is applied. This number will include 
all the colonial troops and will be 130,000 
less than the total number of, men. under 
arms in France and the colonies on the 
eve of the World War. 

Capital invested in the airplane indus- 
try today totals about $100,000.000, and 


is steadily increasing, the survey indi- 
cates, _The nation’s ;output for 1928 is 
estimated at 4,000. machines, worth 
$75,000,000. 


The American Federation ‘of Labor, in 
conjunction with the National Society for 
the Prevention of Blindness will conduct 
a nation-wide educational campaign for 
the prevention of blindness and the con- 
servation of vision among industrial work- 

- ers and their families, according toa re- 
cent announcement. 

Porto Rieo’s September hurricane loss 
exceeded $85,300,000, according to the re- 
port of the central survey committee com- 
pleted Nov. 28. The report will be taken 
to Washington by Governor Horace Towner 
and other officials as a basis for asking 
Federal aid for the island’s rehabilitation. 

Rear Admiral Frank Friday Fletcher, 
GU. S. N., retired, who held the rank of 
admiral while commander-in-chief of the 
Atlantie fleet and was in command of the 
fleet that took Vera Cruz in 1914, died in 
New York City Nov, 28. He was buried in 
Arlington. 

Emilio Portes Gil, Secretary of the In- 
terior in the Calles Cabinet, took the oath 
of office as Provisional President of the 
Republic of Mexico, Nov. 30 in Mexico 
‘City’s great stadium before an audience 
of more than 25,000 persons. 

The American Government, through the 
State Department, has approached the 
‘Canadian Government for a revision of the 
-anti-smuggling treaty of 1924, in the hope 
of negotiating a compact which will ‘be 
more effective in breaking up the bootleg 
traffic in liquor through Detroit and other 
“Great Lake ports. : 

Efforts of the Nationalist Government 
“in China to get the treaty powers to agree 
‘on abolition of extra territoriality earried 
“on by Dr. C. T. Wang, the Nanking For- 
eign Minister, in recent months, have been 
fruitful with Belgium and Italy. Both 
<ountries have signed new compacts with 
China. 

President-elect Hoover received a wel- 
‘come on his arrival, Dee. 1, at Guayquil, 
‘Ecuador, which officials said was the great- 
est ever given to any foreigner in the 
history of the country. More than 50,000 
people lined the waterfront. 

A violent earthquake shook Chile Dee. 
1, It was confined to the southern por- 
tion and many towns were Jaid in waste. 
More than 160 are known to be dead and 
over 400 injured. In addition to Talea, the 
cities of Chillan, Curico and San Fernando 
suffered considerable damage. A few walls 
fell at Valparaiso, but otherwise the north 
of Chile suffered no serious consequence. 
Damage in Talea alone is put at 
-$12,000,000. 


The International Aeronautical Exposi- 
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tion, the first to be held in the United 
States, was officially opened in the Coli- 
seum at Chicago Dee. 1 by Secretary of 
Commerce Whiting, 

The number of persons entitled to goy- 
etnment support in Germany is growing 
rapidly. More than 2,000,000 now on the 
lists are receiving pensions or some form 
of aid from the government on account 
of the World War. The total for meeting 
payments this year will reach $425,000,000. 

France is soon to launch the world’s 
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largest submarine. The cost of it is put at 
$8,000,000. It 


will 


be the first undersea 


COLLECTION PLATES AND BOXES 


WOODEN COLLECTION PLATES 


All quartered oak, walnut 
and mahogany plates’ are 
furnished fitted with a _ re- 
movable green or red velvet 
pad, with “I H. S.” mono- 
gram or without the mono- 
gram. The lower priced 
plates—plain oak, imitation 
walnut, or mahogany plates 
are furnished fitted with a 
green or red velveteen pad, 
without monogram. 


STYLE B PLAIN RIM 


Imitation Oak, Walnut, 
Mahogany 


inches 
inches 
Delivery extra 


Churches using the offering 
envelope system have _ in 
many instances found their 
collection plates too shallow 
or too small to take care of 
their offering. , 

We can furnish a specially 


designed deep bow! plate, 
whieh is found exeeedingly 


ehurches 
illustra. 


satisfactory by those 
which use it. See 
tion below. 


Style B—Plain Plate—Imitation 


DEEP BOWL 
PLATE 


Solid Oak, Walnut 
or Mahogany, 
$10.50 each 
delivery extra. 
Imitation Oak 
Walnut or 
Mahogany, 
$8.50 each 
delivery extra. 


Plate 


Deep Bowl Plate—13 inches wide, 


with or without 
Deep Bowl 
Collection Plate 


Size, 11%, inches in di- 
ameter. 2 inches deep. 
lor churehbes where the 
Envelope Systems are 
used a deep bowl plate 
is necessary. 

Hard White Britannia 
Metal quadruple plated. 
Price, $12.00. 

Niekel Silver, 
ruple plated. 
$14.00. 

Sterling 
ounces), 
quest. 

Delivery extra. 
-Bowl of Plate 
Lined. Prices on 
quest. 


quad- 
Price, 
(27 
re- 


Silver 
prices on 


Gold 
Le 


Nickel 


Silver Deep 


Bowl 


\ 2% inches deep 
Fitted with a removable red or green velveteen pad 
monogram, 


METAL COLLECTION PLATES 


Aluminum, Quadruple Plated, 
or Sterling Silver 


Plate 


STYLE A 
PLAIN RIM 


Best Plate 


Quartered Oak, Walnat, 
Mahogany 
10. AD. CHOSE ie evan cupped ses as $6.56 
TD) AIRC TESS rertetcteterel teratoraiecacs 7.00 


CONTRIBUTION BOXES 

For the Vestibule of the 

Church or Sunday School 
No. 1 


Dimensions: Board on 
back, 15% x 8% inches; box 


portion. 9 x 5 x 45 inches. 
Oak. Price, $5.00 Delivery 
extra. 

No. 2 


Same model but dimensions 
as follows: Board on _ back, 
11% x 6 inches; box portion, 


38 x 5 x 5% inches. Price, 
$4.00. Delivery extra. 
No. 3 
Rich rubbed finish. All 


corners rounded. Spring lock. 

Dimensions: Board on back, 
834x1534 inches; box portion, 
7% x8%x4 inches. Oak, 
$8.50; Walnut, $9.00. Delivery 
extra. 


“MINIATURE” 
COLLECTION 
PLATES 


For use in the 
Elementary and 
other Departments. 
Furnished in one 
size, 644 inches in 
diameter. In Oak, 
Walnut and Mahog- 
any. Made of best 
wood, well finished; 
fitted with remov- 
able red or green 
velveteen pad, with 
or without mono- 
gram, “I. pret = fh 


Price, $1.50 
Delivery extra. 


each, 


Silver Shallow 
Bowl Plate 


Size, 10% inches in di- 
ameter. Plush center, 
quadruple plated. Priee, 
$10.00. Delivery extra. 

These plates are guar- 
anteed full quadruple 
plated with pure silver 
on extra hard white 
metal, finely finished, 
with full burnished 
sides. In ordering these 
plates. please state color 
of nads desired and 
whether von wish them 
with or without mono- 
gram. 
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eraft to be armor-plated over all vital ex- 


posed parts. 


Dr, C. C. Wu, former Minister for For- 
eign Affairs of the Nationalist Government 
of China, has been appointed Minister to 
the United States. Dr. Sze, the present 
Minister, has been appointed Minister to 
Great Britain. 

Westernization of the constitutional 
basis of Rumania has been decreed in a 


manifesto issued by the new Julius Maniu 
Government. Public servants, courts and 
the army are to be made independent of 
political powers, 

A strong drift away from the one-family 
dwelling to apartment houses by a large 
part of the population in 257 cities during 
1927 is shown by Seeretary Davis in the 
annual report of the Department of La- 
bor. In 1921 the average cost of the one- 
family dwelling was $3,972, while in 1927 
it was $4,830, an inerease of over 21%. 
The average cost per family unit of apart- 
ment houses rose in the same period from 
$4,019 to $4,170, an increase of only 3.8%. 

Hallam Lord Tennyson, son and _ biog- 
rapher of the late Poet Laureate, died 
Dee. 2 at his home in Freshwater, Isle of 
Wight. He was in his 77th year, and was 
himself an author of note. Among impor- 
tant official positions he had held was that 
of First Acting Governor General of the 
Australian Commonwealth. 

The 70th Congress convened at noon 
Dee, 3 for its final session, which will end 
on March 4, when Herbert Hoover is to 
be inaugurated as President. 

Expenditures by the States for operation 
and maintenance of their general adminis- 
trative departments amounted to $1,120,- 
004,895, or $9.55 per capita, for the eal- 
endar year closing Dec. 31, 1927. 

900,000 are in need at the British mines. 
The situation in South Wales and Dur- 
ham has been compared to the Irish fa- 
mine of 1847. The nation aids, but no 
real solution is in sight. The collieries are 
run at a big loss. 

The 250,000 metal workers in the Ruhr 
district, Germany, have returned to work, 
the Minister of the Interior having set- 
tled the wage dispute. 

Mrs. Mabel Walker Willebrandt, in 
charge of prohibition enforcement, reports 
that the Government has reduced the 
smuggling of liquor into the country by 
rum ships on the high seas, but that liquor 
smuggled from Canada, chiefly via the 
Great Lakes, has increased more than 75 
per cent. during the last 3 years. 


OB UOC 


ELDER DANIEL L. GRISSINGER 


Elder Daniel L. Grissinger, who entered 
into rest on Sunday afternoon, Nov. 18, at 
the age of 77 years, 6 months and 27 days, 
was a devoted and faithful member of St. 
Paul’s Chureh, McConnellsburg, Pa., as 
well as the Federated Church organization. 
He had been under the care of his physi- 
cian for the past 2 years following a very 
severe attack of pneumonia and was just 
entering the office of his doctor when he 
had a heart attack from which he died 
within an hour. 

During his entire life, which was spent 
in the community of his birth, he was an 
active and progressive citizen. He began 
his business career as a young man in 
huckstering, later conducting a general 
store, then organized a creamery com- 
pany and supervised its suecessful opera- 
tion. He was an organizer of the First 
National Bank, the Fulton Eleetrie Com- 
pany, a member of the School Board and 
the Borough Council. The community 
play ground, consisting of 6 acres, was 
largely made possible thru him, as he 
made the first substantial contribution to- 
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CHURGE 


Size, 114 inches thick 
Page Size, 444x6% inches 


Specimen of Black Face Type 


ND the LorD spake unto Mo’- 

4 ses in the wilderness of Si- 

nai, in the tabernacle of the congre- 
Size of page, 434 x 634 inches 


It also contains: 


New Helps to the Study of the Bible. 


for the Bible Student. 


MESSENGER 


DECEMBER 13, 1928. 


Our 


Messenger 


PREMIUM 
OFFER 


A Year’s Subscription to the 
Reformed Church Messenger 
and a Splendid 


Illustrated Gift Bible 


BOTH FOR $4.90 


This Edition of the Holy 
Bible Contains both Old and 
New Testaments in the King 
James Version. It is handy size, 
convenient to hold or carry. It is 
printed on finest quality of ‘thin, 
white opaque Bible paper. Note how 
easy it is to read the large clear 
black face self-pronouncing type, 


Sixty-four (64) pages of important aids 


Thirty-two Beautiful Full Page Mlustrations in colors recently imported from. 
England and not printed in any other line of Bibles in America.. 


Kight Maps of Bible Lands in Colors. Presentation Page, Bible Index, and 


Blank Pages for Notes. 


Bound in Genuine Leather, morocco grain, divinity circuit overlapping covers, 


round corners, linen lined to the edges, reinforcing headbands, and book-mark. " 


Furnished in attractive Holiday wrapping for Christmas Gift purposes. 
Send Today for, the Bible and a Year’s Subscription to ‘‘The Messenger” 


- A Ne : 


BOTH FOR $4.90 
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wards its purchase and thereby started the 
movement to its successful completion, 

Of the 8 children who survive him, 2 
sons are officers in the Church and 3 
daughters are officers and teachers in the 
Sunday School. His funeral was eon- 
ducted on Noy. 21 by his pastor, Rev. Will- 
iam J. Lowe, assisted by the minister of 
the Lutheran Church. Interment was made 
in the Union Cemetery of the Cove. 


JOHN MOYER 


John Moyer, Sr., son of the late John 


Henry Moyer and HBleanor (Meyer) 
Moyer, died Nov. 27, 1928. He was aged 
85 years, 8 months and 11 days. On Sun- 


day morning, Nov. 25th, just before the 
time for his son’s family to get ready for 
Sunday School, he had a paralytie stroke 
and remained in a semi-conscious condition 
until his death. He followed farming al} 
his life up to the time of his retirement. 
In ecivie affairs he held office as School Di- 
reetor of the Derry Township Schools for 
a period of 18 years. He held the position 
of Director in the Farmers’ Bank, of Hum- 
melstown, and was also a charter member 
of the Valley Trust Bank Co., of Palmyra, 
and retained his Directorship up to the 
time of his death, He was confirmed by 
the late Rey. J. E. Heister in Salem 
Chureh in the year 1864. He was an ac- 
tive member of his Chureh until he died, 


s 


serving as elder and trustee. He was a 
member of the building committee of the * 
: 


present Church building and served in a 
large way to its support. Mr. Moyer w 
« life-long reader of ‘‘The Messenger,’? 
which was for him a very important 
instructive periodical. 

A local paper has this to say of hi 
‘‘He was always keenly alive to the affa 
of the community and was a pioneer 
everything which was for the moral, ei 
and religions uplift of the community, — 
x man of sound judgment, sterling hones 
and uniform success in his undertak 
for such a long period of years, he fille 
place in the «ommunity where he s 
all his life, whieh will be hard to bé 
by any other.’’ 

His wife, Mrs. Annie Hershey Mo 
preceded him im death just 6 month 
They celebrated their 50th wedding a 
versary a year ago, The funeral of 1 
late Mr. Moyer was held from the. ho 
of his son at 10 A. M., Nov. 30th 
further services were held in 
Church, with interment in the adjoinin; 
cemetery. He is survived by a son, John 
with whom he resided, and a daughte 
Bertha, wife of the Rey. J. B. Landis, } 
tor of St. Panl’s Chureh, Fleetwood, P 
4 grandchildren and 1 brother, Samuel, o 
Oampbelltown, also survive, as well ; 
a number of nephews and nieces. 


—C, W. 


